
General-in-Chief's Report
By

Mike VanHuss

For those of you who
have missed the last two meet-
ings you have certainly missed
some of the finest Civil War
Historians in the country.

Tom Cartwright's present-
ation in September was both
informative and entertaining. His
down home style made you feel
as though you had been at the
Battle of Franklin. This was only
topped by the outstanding
presentation of noted Historian
Wiley Sword, who's presentation
was so HOT we had to endure a
number of fire alarms during it.

Mr. Sword spoke with us
on the battle of Shiloh (I'm sure
this is not a surprise) and how the
hand of fate plays just as
important a rule in battle as logis-
tics and planning. Had it not
been for a mistake here or a
bullet miSSing by fractions of an
inch there the entire complexion
of the battle of
Shiloh and possibly the war could
have changed.

A" in all a very thought
provoking presentation.

Next up, is Fredericks-
burg, and Spotsylvania Court-
house National Military Park
Historian Greg Mertz.

I look forward to seeing
a" members in attendance at the
November 8, meeting at what I
am sure wi" be a most enjoyable
evening. Please bring a friend
and enjoy the company.
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on several trips to Virginia
including tours of the
Chancellorsville and Wilderness
Battlefieds.

Born and raised near St
Louis, Missouri Greg was an
Eagle Scout and developed an
interest in the Civil War while on
hiking trips to the Shiloh Battle-
field. After receiving a Bachelor
of Science degree from the U of
M (Missouri!) he began his Civil
War career at the Gettysburg
National Military Park as a Park
Ranger in 1980.

After earning a Master of
Science degree from Shippens-
burg in 1984 Greg transferred to
his current location at the
Federicksburg and Spotsylvania
Military Park. He has served as
site Historian at the Jackson
Shrine, then as museum Curator
for the Chancellorsville Battlefield
Visitor Center. Greg currently
serves as Supervisory Historian
at the Fredericksburg/Spot-
sylvania Park directing visitor
services.

Mr. Mertz has several
articles published including an
outstanding two-part feature
article on the Battle of the
Wilderness in the April/June 1995
issues of Blue and Gray
Magazine.

Greg's topic will be "The
Battle of Spotsylvania" and
should prove to be one of the

Continued on page 2
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Announcements will be
upcoming regarding some
exciting programs we will be
holding to raise money for 2001
expenses. Please support your
Roundtable generously.

Finally I would like to
have a meeting of the Officers
and the War Council on
November 8, at 7:00 to discuss
plans for the 2001 year.

Your Obedient Servant,

Mike VanHuss
General-in-Chief

435 N. High St.
Lancaster, OH 43130
(740) 687-9216 - (home)
(800) 700-8067 - (work)

Historian General's
Report
By

Dave Larrick

I would like to thank a"
our members for a great turn-out
for Wylie Sword. It is very import-
ant that we continue to support
(with our presence) the speakers
who are willing to give up their
time to address our group.

Our next speaker is a we"
known friend of the Central Ohio
Civil War Roundtable. Greg
Mertz of the Fredericksburg and
Spotsylvania National Military
Park. Greg has been our guide
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FOR GIFT WRAPPING

VOLUNTEERS WANTED!

The Central Ohio Civil War Roundtable will be wrapping gifts
as a fundraiser.

At the Easton Barnes & Noble Booksellers
4005 Townsfair Way
November 24, 2000

12:00 p.m to 4:00 p.m,

We would like to have at least two people per hour. You can bring family
members, friends or we can team you up with other Roundtable members
everyone is welcome.

Please contact Patty Barker at (614) 985-3353 or Dave Larrick at (740) 369-
1309 or see us at the November 8, meeting if you wish to volunteer. We
will need to know by November 20th so we can make up the time schedules.

This is an excellent opportunity for you to help raise funds and promote our
organization at the sametime have fun wrapping gifts.



Historian General's Report continued

best overviews of a Civil War battle to date.
I look forward to another great turn-out on

November 8th and hope to see you all there. Until then
I remain

Your Obedient Servant,

Dave larrick

Adjutant General's Report
October 11, 2000

Meeting
By

Mary Chester

In his presentation regarding the battle of
Shiloh, Wiley Sword referred to it as the ·Pearl Harbor"
of the Civil War.

less than a month after successfully defeating
the Confederates at Fort Donaldson, General "Uneond-
itional Surrender" Grant incurred the wrath of his
superior officer and was relieved of command. This
occurred on 4 March 1862. It was not until 17 March,
that Grant rejoined his army. In his absence, Grant's
senior division commander, C. F. Smith was placed in
command of the Army of the Tennessee.

To relieve the congested and unsanitary condi-
tions at Savannah, on 15 March, Smith sent General
Stephen Hurlbut's division up river to Pittsburg
landing. On 17 March, after returning from a raid,
General Sherman requested and received permission
to leave his troops at Pittsburg landing. His report on
the area was so positive that the majority of Union
forces were soon transferred ther from Savannah.

As the senior officer in the area, Sherman was
responsible for assigning campsites to the newly arri-
ving troops. Unfortunately none of the Union forces
were positioned to meet an attack.. No breastworks or
defenses were constructed. In addition, although he
made daily inspection tours to Pittsburg landing, the
newly reinstated Grant chose to remain at Savannah.

Confederate General Albert Sidney Johnston,
reeling from the loss of Kentucky and most of
Tennessee, was preparing to strike the Union forces at
Pittsburg landing. News that General Buell's army
had begun the march to join Grant's forces, in addition
to Grant's increased activity, convinced Johnston that
he could not delay assuming the offensive.

As he prepared for battle at dawn 6 April 1862,
Johnston feared that the Confederates had lost the
element of surprise. There had been frequent skirm-

ishes between the pickets of both armies, and
the rebel troops had done little to conceal their
position.

Despite numerous clues that a major
Confederate force was nearby, both Grant and
Sherman remained convinced that no attack was
eminent. Sherman in fact, scoffed at his ·skittishn

officers for their alarmist reports. Thus an
unprepared Union army remained encamped in
sprawled out positions, with no defenses or
assigned battle lines. This was the scene on the
eve of the largest battle yet to be fought in North
America.

At dawn, Sunday 6 April 1862, 40,000
rebel soldiers formed in four parallel lines, across
a three-mile front, moved through the woods to
the Union lines. The first clash came against the
raw, untested troops of General Benjamin
Prentiss. The firing alerted the other Union
commanders and'Mc-Clemand, W. H. l.Wallace
and Hurlbut rushed their men toward the front.
From Savannah, Grant rushed toward Pittsburg
landing. In route, he stopped to advise lew
Wallace to hold his division in readiness.

The initial Confederate push over-
whelmed Hildeband's brigade and Prentiss's
division. With Stuart and Hurlbut holding the left,
PrentiSS and Wallace established a new line.
The new poSition, a sunken road and dense
thickets provided cover for the defend-ers. The
rebels were forced to move over open fields. The
fire became so intense that the Confederates
nicknamed the area the ·Hornet's Nest.· The
fight for the Hornet's Nest raged from 9:30 in the
morning until 4:30 in the afternoon. The
spasmodic and un-coordinated rebel attacks
although ferocious and heroic were unsuccessful
for many hours.

On the Confederate right, Albert Sidney
Johnston, in an effort to dislodge Hurlbut from the
Peach Orchard, led one charge on horseback. A
stray bullet, possibly from his own men, lacerated
an artery in the bend of his knee. For the better
part of an hour, the blood flowed into his boot.
Ironically, Johnston had directed his personal
surgeon to attend the enemy wounded. Thus he
was not available when Johnston needed him.
The wound, which need not have been fatal,
killed the highest-ranking officer to die in battle
during the war.

Despite Johnston' death, the Confeder-
ates continued their vigorous assaults along the
front.

Continued on page 3



Adjutant General's Report continued

Although he assumed command, Beauregard remained
at the Shiloh Church, in the rear of the battlefield.

At about 3:30 p.m., the Union troops were
forced to abandon the Peach Orchard position which
they had so stubbornly defended. By 4:30 the Hornet's
Nest position became untenable. Prentiss and 2,300
men were forced to surrender. W. H. L. Wallace was
mortally wounded while attempting to lead a breakout.
Both Prentiss's and Wallace's divisions ceased to exist,
but their efforts saved Granfs army.

The fighting of the first day took the measure
of Generals Grant and Sherman. Sherman, with a
bullet wound in his hand, bullet holes in his uniform
and three horses shot out from under him, displayed
remarkable composure and skill on the battlefield.
Grant, because of an ankle injury, had to fight the
battle from his horse. He remained calm and in com-
mand throughout the battle. That evening, as he
reviewed the remains of his army, he was heard to
say, "not beaten by a damn sight.·

After being reinforced that evening, by the
18,000 men of Buell"s army and lew Wallace's
division, Federal strength rose to 54,500. At dawn,
on the morning of 7 April, the Union Army pushed for-
ward. Although the Confederates bitterly contested
every field, the vastly superior Union forces prevailed.
By 2:30 that afternoon, the Confederates were in
retreat

There is little question that if the Union Army
had been defeated, both Grant and Sherman would
have been court-martialed. Grant moved his army to
Pittsburg landing, located in enemy territory and with
its back to the river. Once there, the army was posi-
tioned for convenience rather than defense. The
greenest divisions were posted furthermost from the
river and closest to the Confederates. In addition, the
army was not ordered to entrench. Finally, Grant err-
ed in remaining at Savannah, and not arriving on the
battlefield until four hours after the start of the battle.

Sherman was the actual Union camp comm-
ander at Pittsburg landing. He had recommended
the site, laid out the camps, set up the pickets and
sent out the cavalry patrols. He refused to consider
the information which indicated that there was a large
Confederate force in the area or that an attack was
eminent.

Fortunately both generals survived the battle,
and learned from their mistakes. Thus they were
able to take their place in history. Fate did not give
Albert Sidney Johnston that opportunity.

.)

Answer to the Civil War
Puzzler for October

October 8, 1862, advancing toward
Frankfurt, Kentucky.

Civil War Puzzler for November

When did Abraham lincoln first meet
his vice president Hannibal Hamlin?

Granville Civil War and Ohio Military
History Roundtable

Tuesday, November 21 - Four
Generals and a Stove Maker.

Tony Lisska will discuss the lives and
careers of four distinguished Civil War officers
from licking County - Charles Woods, William
Woods, Willard Warner, and Joseph Wehrle.
William Rosecrans will also be discussed.

The meetings are held at the Old
Academy Building at Elm and South Main in
Granville. Meetings start at 7:30 p.m, If you
have any questions please contact Ed McCaul
at (740) 522-5091 or rnccauI.1@Qsu.edu

Welcome New Members'

Please welcome the newest members
to the Roundtable:

James and Donica Evans
Betty Zehala
John Higgins

The H. L Hunley

The Confederate submarine H. L.
Hunley is now on display.

The Hunley Commission is allowing
visitors to see the submarine on weekends in
its North Charleston conservation center. The
tours will be held through mid-November, from
9 a.m to 5 p.m. on Saturdays, and noon to 5
p.m. on Sundays.

During the 2O-minute tours, visitors get
to see the submarine which rests in a tank of
5O-degree water, and hear a brief program on
its history.

Tickets cost $10. Call 888-202-3849, or
check the Web, www.etix.com.

From the Columbus Dispatch
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CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

Wednesday, November 8, 7:30 p.m. - The speaker
will be Greg Mertz on Spotsylvania. The meeting
will be at: Chemical Abstracts, 2510 Olentangy River
Road.

Future Meetings:

December 13, 2000 - Robert S. Chambers author of
"God of War" - Nathan Bedford Forrest

Dates are subject to ehange
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