
General-in-Chiefs Report
by

Patty Barker

would like to thank everyone
who made the October meeting of
which there was approximately 20
members and guests.

They got to hear a very interest-
ing talk on the 110th Ohio Volunteer
Infantry along with a slide presenta-
tion.

As everyone knows November
is the month of Veteran's Day, in
Gettysburg Remembrance Day, and
later in the month Thanksgiving. So
let us remember and give thanks to
all the veterans who have ever serv-
ed in the U. S. Armed Forces.

I would like to Quote what Douglas
MacArthur said before a joint meeting
of Congress on April 19, 1951:

"'When I joined the army, even be-
fore the tum of the century, it was
the fulfillment of all my boyhood
hopes and dreams ..... I still re-
member the refrain of one of the
most popular barracks ballads of
that day, which proclaimed most
proudly that old soldiers never
die; they just fade away. I now
close my military career and just
fade away."
I would like to invite all the mem-

bers and their guest to the November
11th meeting.

Since the next newsletter will
come out after Thanksgiving I would
like to wish all of you and your famili-
ies a happy Thanksgiving Day.
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Historian General's Report
by

Dave Larrick

Our next meeting will be held on
Wednesday, November 11, at 7:30
p. m. at the Chemical Abstracts Build-
ing, 2540 Olentangy River Road.

Our speaker for the evening will
be Gerard A. Patterson the author of
Rebels From West Point and Debris
of Battle: The Wounded of Gettys-
burg.

Mr. Patterson has also contribut-
ed over thirty articles to Civil War
Times Illustrated, American History
and other history publications.

Mr. Patterson, a longtime news-
paperman, retired in 1995 from the
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette to concen-
trate on Civil War research and writ-
ing. He lives with his wife Diane in
Mt. Lebanon, Pennsylvania.

The C. O. C. W. R. T. is very lucky
to get a guest speaker with the pres-
tige and Qualifications of Mr. Patter-
son and we should all make our best
effort to be present for his presenta-
tion. Mr. Patterson will have copies of
both his works at the meeting for sale
and to personalize.
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Your most obedient servant,

Dave Larrick
Historian General

Historian General's Comments

I'd like to thank all of the members
whohave pitched in to help distribute
our flyer. Please remember if you've
picked them .. up do distribute them
there are plenty more if you need
them but they don't do us any good
sitting on the kitchen table!

The more members we bring into
C. O. C. W. R. T. the more available
funds we'll have to bring in the "big
name" speakers. Once again thanks
for all your help and I look forward to
seeing you at our next meeting. Until
then,
I remain your obedient servent

Dave Larrick

DUES

$20 for a single
$25 for a family

Please send to the Central Ohio
Civil War Roundtable at: P. O. Box
1863, Westerville, Oh 43086-1863.

Or bring them to the meetings.
Meetings are the second Wednes-
day of each month. The only time this
would change, would be to accomo-
date a speaker. If you have any
questions please call one of the
officers listed on the back page.
date a speaker. If you have any
questions please call one of the
officers listed on the back page .



New Book

The Civil War Letters of the
Late 1st Lieut. James J. Hartley.

James Hartley was a volun-
teer in the 122nd Ohio Infantry
Regiment who trained at a
camp in Zanesville, Ohio. He
may have briefly spent time in
Columbus before his regiment
traveled through West Virginia
and on to the front.

The letters were written from
James Hartley to his wife
Melissa and edited by his
great-grandson, Garber A.
Davidson to avoid repetition
and to trim some of the more
of the mundane inclusions.

Davidson - who died before
the book came into print -
proved an astute editor ably fill-
ing in the background and skill-
fully selecting letter excerpts.

Hartley's descriptions of
battle are dispassionate: "We
got out about 4 miles and ran
into a hornet's nest. We then
found we had been surrounded
on every side and had to cut our
way out, which we did with as
hard fighting I expect as ever
was done by a set of men."

He is more emotional (or at
least more sympathetic) when
he considers the plight of his
family, especially when the
notorious Gen. John Morgan
launched a series of guerilla
attacks near their Guernsey
County home.

"I expect you folks were
scared into a pigeon fit by
Morgan going through there. I
did not like to hear of it only I
thought might cure some of the
Copperheads. "

His last letter to his wife, writ-
ten in the field during the Battle
of the Wilderness, was filled with
optimism: "My health is good
now and it appears that I am en-
dowed with almost supernatural
power."

Hartley was killed by a
cannonball at the Battle of
Mechanicsville, Va. He left be-
hind his wife Melissa who would

outlive him by 65 years, five
children and his Guernsey
County, Ohio, farm.

This book is published by
McFarland & Co., and cost
$24.50 plus postage, you can
call 800-253-2187.

This was written by the
Columbus Dispatch Book Critic
Bill Eichenberger.

Alexander Stewart Webb

Ten days after being pro-
moted to brigadier general,
Alexander S. Webb earned the
Congressional Medal of Honor
for his leadership of the Phila-
delphia Brigade in the face of
Pickett's Charge. The New
York City native and West Point-
er (1855) had been posted to
artillery where he participated in
the Seminole War. He had also
lectured at the Academy before
the Civil War. His wartime
assignments included: Second
Lieutenant, 2nd Artillery (since
October 20, 1855); First lieute-
nant, 2nd Artillery (April 28,
1861); Captain, 11th Infantry
(from May 14, 1861); Assistant
Inspector General, Artillery,
Army of the Potomac (ca.
August 15,1861 - summer 1862):
Major, 1st Rhode Island Light
Artillery (September 14,1861);
Lieutenant Colonel and Assist-
ant Inspector General and Chief
of Staff, 5th Corps, Army of the
Potomac (September- Novem-
ber 1862); Assistant Inspector
General, Camp Barry, 22nd
Corps, Department of Washing-
ton (November 1862- January
1863); Assistant Inspector Gen-
eral, 5th Corps, Army of the Pot-
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omac (January 7 - June 28,
1863): Brigadier General, USV
(June 23, 1863); commanding
2nd ("Philadelphia") Brigade,
2nd Division, 2nd Corps, Army
of the Potomac (June 28-
August 15, 1863); commanding
the division (August 15-
December 10,1863); command-
ing 1st Brigade, 2nd Division,
2nd Corps, Army of the Poto-
mac (March 25 - May 12, 1864);
Chief of Staff, Army of the Poto-
mac (January 11 - June 28,
1865); and Assistant Inspector
General, Military Divison of the
Atlantic (July 1, 1865 - February
21, 1866). After serving at Fort
Pickens, he and his battery
were held in reserve at 1st Bull
Run. The•.next month he took a
staff position with the Army of the
Potomac's chief artillerist,
William F. Barry. As such he
served through the Pennisula
Campaign. He then held staff
positions with the 5th Corps and
in Washington defenses until
named brigadier general and
assigned to command of the
sometimes troublesome Phila-
delphia Brigade. In his staff
assignments he had distin-
guished himself at Antietam and
Chancellorsville. But it was after
his promotion that his greatest
hour came, on the third day at
Gettysburg, when his brigade
was the focal point of the Con-
federate assault. In 1891 he re-
ceived his medal for the battle
in which he was wounded and
also earned a regular army
brevet. While in command of
division, he won another brevet
at Bristoe Station and participat-
ed in the Mine Run operations.
Participating in the Overland
Campaign, he fought in the
Wilderness and fell severely
wounded in the fighting at the
"Bloody Angle" of Spotsylvania
on May 12, 1864. Not returning
to duty until the following year,
he was Meade's staff chief dur-
ing the final months of the war.

He would be honorably
discharge in 1870 and became
President of the City College of
New York,

From Who Was Who in The Union



CALENDAR OF EVENTS

11-19-1861-At Round Mountain,
Indian Territory, Texas.
Confederates and pro-
Southern Cherokees attack
pro-Union Creek Indians
who are fleeing to Kansas.

11-28-1862 - Battle of Cane Hill,
Arkansas.

11-14-1863 - Brig. Gen. N. B. Forrest is
assigned to Federally-
controlled west Tennessee.

11-11-1864-At Rome, Georgia, Fed-
eral troops tear up the rail-
road tracks and then des-
troy local mills and found-
aries.

11-06-1865- The Confederate flag is
officially lowered for the last
time at Liverpool, England
when the sea-raider CSS
"Shenandoah" strikes her
colors.

Answer to the Civil War
Puzzler for October

Ball's Bluff, Virginia, October 1861.

Civil War Puzzler for November

What Irishman was first on the list of
hostages Confederates threatened to
execute at Charleston, South Carolina.

Granville Civil War Roundtable

Tuesday, November 17 - ''The
Mythical Duel Between Grant and
Lee". Dr. Mark Grimsley, an Associate
Professor of History at The Ohio State
University and author of the important

book, The Hard Hand of War, will
discuss "the way in which the cam-
paign from the Wilderness to the
James was interpreted and reinter-
preted by southerners into a class-
ical myth underlying the Lost
Cause".

The meeting is at 7:30 p. m. in
the Old Academy Building at Elm
and South Main.

Ohio Historical Society
Ohio Village

November 14 - 15, 1 - 3 p. m.
A weekend of Civil War Music-
1860's style music will fill the
autumn air.

December 5 - Grand Illumina-
tion - 6:30 p. m., celebrate the
official opening of the village holi-
day season with a special wel-
come home celebration for Union
soldiers.

The whole season will be
based on an Ohio Regiment com-
ing home on leave.

New Member

Welcome to new member:

Maryann Sweeney

Civil War Veterans Database

The National Park Service
database of information from 5.4
million Civil War service records is
expected to be completed by the
end of the year and available to
the general public somtime next
year.

For the past six years, up to
4,000 volunteers around the
country hav@spent hundreds of
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hours entering records onto com-
puter lists for the Civil War
Soldiers and Sailors project.

The first part of the project
was the entering of black Union
soldier and sailor records so that
they could be inscribed on the
African-American Civil War Mem-
orial recently dedicated in Wash-
ington, D. C.

Approximately 75 percent of
the names in the database have
been entered by volunteers con-
nected with the Mormon church.

When the information is com-
plete and fully edited, it will be
put "on-line" with computer
accessc-from the National Park

'\'
Service Civil War sites and the
Internet to permit public access.

Tunnel Hill

The South's most historically
significant railroad tunnel surviv-
ed the Civil War but almost fell
victim to time and neglect.

The 1,447 foot-long railroad
shaft punched through the north-
west Georgia mountains 150
years ago. The tunnel, which fig-
ured prominently during Sher-
man's Atlanta Campaign, is
closed to the public due to the
danger of collapse. That may
soon change, thanks to a just-
received $700,000 Federal grant
through the Intermodal Surface
Transportation Efficiency Act pro-
gram.

Plans for restoration call for
covering exposed portions of the
ceiling, and establishing a ped-
strian walkway along the center
of the tunnel.

Both articles from the Civil War News
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David Larrick, Historian General
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Peter Zuhars, War Council Member
Tony Ten-Barge, War Council Member
Judith Bennett, War Council Member
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CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

November 11 , 1998 - the speaker wil,
be Gerard Patterson, author of Debris
of Battle: The Wounded of Gettysburg.
The meeting will be 7:30 p. m., at
Chemical Abstracts - 2540 Olentangy
River Road

(614) 841-0760
(740) 861-1779
(614) 524-8181
(740) 864-2681
(740) 369-1309
(614) 841-0760
(740) 363-9542
(614) 847-1663
(740) 759-1708
(740) 545-6696

Future meetings:

December 9,1998
January 13, 1999
February 13, 1999 -
Sherman Dinner

... .......
Datesare subject to change
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