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By

Dave Larrick

Thanks to aU for a great
turn out for Thomas Cartwright at
the September meeting. Perhaps
we can plan a future Roundtable
trip to Franklin and Nashville. Mr.
Cartwright expressed a great
enthusiasium to have us visit and
to be our guide.

Octobers speaker will be
the well known and highly
regarded author Wylie Sword. Mr
Sword's works include studies of
campaigns; Mountains Touched
WIth Fire, on the Battle of
Chattanooga; Embrace an Angry
Wind, on the Battles of Franklin
and Nashville; President
Washington's Indian War, on
the 1790-1795 Indian Wars; and
Shiloh: Bloody April, on the
Battle of Shiloh. Mr Sword's
works also include studies on
Civil War era weaponry;
Firepower From Abroad, on the
Confederate Enfield rifle and the
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command of the Army late that
summer, was enraged to find his
plans to "finish» the Union Army
thwarted by their escape. He
placed the blame for this missed
opportunity. on Generals Frank
Cheatham and Pat Cleburne.

The Federal Army, under
the command of Major General
John M. Schofield, began arriving
at Franklin at 1:00 that morning.
At that time, the Carter family was
awakened, and part of their home
was commandeered as head-
quarters.

The weary Union soldiers
were soon put to work enhancing
the breastworks constructed in
1863, or building new ones on the
west side of Columbia Pike. In
many areas, the works were 6 to
8 feet high, with wide ditches on
both sides. The breastowrks
began near the Lewisburg Pike
and continued to the Columbia
Pike, then past the Carter's Creek
Pike, ending near the north west
side of town. In some places, the
branches of Osage orange trees
were used to form an almost
impenetrable structure.

In the forward poSition, a
mile and a half south of the main
Federal line, two of General
George D. Wagner's brigades
reluctantly awaited the Rebel
Army. Despite orders to fall back
in the event of a frontal assault,
Wagner instructed his men to
"Stand there and fight them.»
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LeMat revolver; and
Sharpshooter, on Hiram
Berdan's Sharpshooters and their
Sharps rifles.

Since his book Shiloh:
Bloody April will be re-released
in the near future I thought it
would be fitting to have Mr. Sword
talk to us about the Battle of
Shiloh. Wylie Sword has
addressed the C.O.C.W.R.T. in
the past and is an excellent
speaker. I encourage you all to
attend and bring a friend. This
will be a great introductory
meeting for anyone who has been
considering joining the
Roundtable. I look forward to
seeing you at the October 11th
meeting.

Your Humble Servant,

Dave Larrick

Adjutant General's Report
September 13, 2000

Meeting
By

Mary Chester

The death of the Army of
the Temessee began at Spring
Hill, Tennessee. ·There, during
the night and ear1l morning hours
of November 29 and 30th, the
Confederate Army allowed the
Federals to escape. John Bell
(Sam) Hood, who had assumed
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His order would have disastrous results.
Against the advice of his generals, Sam Hood

ordered a frontal assault. Contrary to the beliefs of one
of his heroes, Robert E. Lee, his battle plans were
made in anger; directed at those of his subordinates he
believed to have failed him the night before.

At 4 p. m., in a spectacle that inspired friend
and foe alike, 20,000 brave Confederate soldiers
began their march to Franklin and destiny. Wagner's
4,000 Federal troops in the forward position were soon
swept toward the rear by the immense gray wave.
Because the Confederates were immediately at the
rear of the Wagner's retreating men, Union soldiers
behind the main barricades were unable to fire for fear
of hitting their own troops. As a result, the Rebels were
able to follow the Federals through the opening in the
barricade.

The Union troops at the line broke and ran
under the pressure. The Federal position was bleak
and could well have ended in disaster but for the
actions of another Union officer who chose to disobey
orders.

Colonel Emerson Opdyke was upset
because Wagner had left him and his men in rear
guard duty for the past two days. Most of his men
hadn't slept in 48 hours, and had not eaten that
moming. When told to occupy the position west of
the tumpike, a position untenable, exp?sed and
without natural cover, Opdyke refused. While the lw?
officers quarreled, Opdyke's men completed their
withdrawal within the line. Conceding defeat,
Wagner instructed Opdyke to do as he saw fit, and to
fight wherever he saw fit. He settled his men in the
first available space, about 200 feet behind the Carter
farmhouse. As the Federal line at the center broke,
tides of blue swept past the Carter house into
Franklin.. Opdyke attempted to move his brigade to
the east side of the road. This movement was
misconstrued by some for an advance. Soon the
brigade was out of control as individually, the men
rushed toward the breastworks. Failing to gain
control of his brigade. Opdyke pulled his revolver
and joined his men. Their initial clash was with the
Federal soldiers attempting to make their way to the
rear. Mixed with them were the Confederates. Amid
the horror, Opdykes men, by weight of numbers
forced their way forward.

Seven of the eighteen Confederate brigades
involved in the initial assault fought in and around the
Carter farmhouse and outbuildings. One Federal
Colonel counted thirteen repulsed charges. The
brutual fighting lasted for five hours, tapering off
around 9 p. m.

The results of the savage fighting
resulted in 7,000 Confederate casualties to
2,500 Federal. Fifteen of 23 Confederate
Generals were casualties, in addition to 65
field grade officers. Lost forever were the
services of Generals Adams, Granbury,
Strahl and Clebume.

Around midnight, the Federal Army
retreated to Nashville, leaving Franklin to the
dead and dying. The grave of the Army of
the Tennessee is at Franklin, Tennessee.
The death of this obsession of their own
commanding General, John Bell Hood.

The Barnes & Noble Book Review
By

Dave Larrick

A Ught 'An Uncertain Hold: A
History of the Sixty-Sixth Ohio Volunteer
Infantry by David T. Thackery.

This book documents the Sixty-Sixth
Ohio Volunteer Infantry (OV.I.) the second
regiment to be mustered in from Champaign
County (the first being the 2nd O.V.I.).

The 66th O.V.I. was recruited in the
latter quarter of 1861 and departed for war
on January·17th of 1862. The regiment was
sent to the City of Winchester, by rail to face
Stonewall Jackson in the Shenandoah
Valley at Port Republic. Brigaded under
Colonel Erastus B. Tyler the 66th joined the
39th O.V.I., 7th O.V.I., and the 5th O.V.I. (the
66th would fight along side the 5th O.V.1. till
the wars end). th

After it's action in the Valley the 66
was placed in the 12th Corp of the Army of
the Potomac and saw intense action at the
Battles of Antietam, Chancellorsville and
Gettysburg. After Gettysburg the 66th O.V.I.
was part of the merger of the 12th Corp and
the 11 th Corp which was transferred to the
Western Theater as the 20th Corp, Army of
the Cumberland. Seeing action at Lookout
Mountain and many engagements of the
Atlanta Campaign including Kennesaw
Mountain, New Hope Church, Pine thKnob,
and Peach Tree Creek. The 66 had
"served in two major Theatres, traveled
through thirteen states and fought in 12
battles, 2 sieges and innumerable
skirmishes.•

ContInued on page 3



Book Review Continued

In his work on the 66th O.V.1. Mr.
Thackery includes outstanding documentation as
well as many interesting photo's and maps
(including a tum of the century photo of the Civil
War monument in dowtown Urbana, OH.).

The work weaves stories of the soldiers
hometown memories and their lives at the
battlefront and gives fine insight into the
hardships of young soldiers and how their
hardships affected their hometown.

A Ught And Uncertain Hold: A
History of the Sixty-Sixth Ohio Volunteer
Infantry, is a work that tells the story of one of
the hundreds of hard fighting, overlooked
regiments, that participated in the Civil War, a
story that needed to be told, and is told well.

Thank you to Chris Hickman and the
Easton Barnes & Noble for providing this book
for review and extending a discount to our
Roundtable members.

Answer to the Civil War
Puzzler for September

William GBloody Bill· Anderson, a self-
styled colonel.

Civil War Puzzler for October

When did a twenty-four hour delay in
receiving orders prevent Leonidas Polk, CSA,
from obeying Braxton Bragg?

Civil War Show

October 21 - 22 - Cleveland Civil War
Show at the Cuyahoga County Fairgrounds, in
Berea.

Saturday 9 - 5, Sunday 9 - 3. $5
admission for everyone over the age of 12.

For information contact Ohio Shows, 200
Amber Dr., S. E., Warren, OH 44484, (330)
5205-1397, (330) 539-4247; fax (330) 539-4797.

Civil War Institute

Saturday, November 11 - This is the
annual meeting of the Civil War Institute and
features speakers on topics of interest to Civil
War enthusiasts. During the lunch break food
can be purchased at the Colonel Crawford Inn.

A reservation only dinner will be served
at the Colonel Crawford Inn.

The day concludes with an evening
concert of Civil War period music.

Meeting/Seminar 10 a. m. - 5 p. m.;
Dinner 5:30 p. m.; Concert 7 p. m.

Costs for the daytime session and the
evening music only: Free to CWI members and
their spouses, but reservations are required;
$15/CWI nonmember. Evening dinner at the inn:
$20/CWI or OHS member; $24 nonmember.

For reservations call (800) 686-1541 or
(614) 297-2666.

For more information, contact Julia
Evans at (614) 298-2968 or
jevans@ohiohistory.org.

Granville Civil War and Ohio
Military His~ory Roundtable

Tuesday, October 17 - William
QuantreU and His "Friends".

Clarke Wilhelm will discuss the career
and times of William Quantrell the infamous
leader of a band of Missouri raiders.

The meetings are held at the Old
Academy Building at Elm and South Main in
Granville. Meetings start at 7:30 p.m, If you
have any questions please contact Ed McCaul at
(740) 522-5091 or mccaul1@osu,edu

Welcome New Members

Please welcome the newest members to
the Roundtable:

Michael Clancey
ShawnWallace
Jeane Heimberger Candido

Thoughts and Prayers

Our thoughts and prayers are extended
to Roundtable members Paul and Carol Huttlin
whose son Matt has been gravely ill since
December 13, 1999.

We hope that everything will tum out well
.. for Matt and his parents.

1

mailto:jevans@ohiohistory.org.


The War CorresponJent
Patty Barker, Editor

Roundtable Officers
Mike Van Huss
General-in-Chief
740-687-9216
Pete Zuhars
Inspector General
740-363-9542
Mary Chester
Adjutant General
614-497-3136
David Larrick
Historian General
740-369-1309
Patty Barker
Chief of Signal Corps
614-985-3353

War Council Members
Patty Barker
War Council Commander
Richard Cartwright
614-855-3333
Jason Dietsch
614-268-1967
Howard Strouse
614-864-2681
Ben Wallace
614-488-7200

'IIIE WAR CORRESPONDENT
NeWIIletterof The Ray Fawcett
Chapter of The Central ohio Civil War Roundtable

P. O. Box .1863
Westerville, OH 43086-1863

CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

Wednesday, October 11, 7:30 p.m. - The speaker
will be Wiley Sword on Shiloh. The meeting will be
at: Chemical Abstracts, 2510 Olentangy River Road.

Future Meetings:

November 8, 2000 - Greg Mertz.

December 13, 2000 - to be announced

Dates are subject to cbange
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