
General-in-Chiefs Report
by

Patty Barker

would like to thank everyone
who made the September meeting of
which there was approximately 25
members.

They got to hear a very interest-
ing talk on some of the men in
Mosby's Rangers. The talk focused
on the men themselves instead of
Mosby.

If you were unable to attend the
September meeting I hope you will
be able to attend the October meet-
ing.

Respectfully yours,

Patty Barker
General-in-Chief
8023 Lakeloop Drive
Westerville,OH 43081
(614) 841-0760 - (home)
(614) 422-7582 - (office)

DUES

$20 for a -single
$25 for a family

Please send to the Central Ohio
Civil War Roundtable at: P. O. Box
1863, Westerville, Oh 43086-1863.

Or bring them to the meetings.
Meetings are the second Wednes-
day of each month. The only time this
would change, would be to accomo-
date a speaker. If you have any
questions please call one of the
officers listed on the back page.
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Historian General's Report
by

Dave Larrick

None.

October Meeting

At the time of the newsletters
publication the Editor had not receiv-
ed information on who the speaker
will be for the evening.

I would like to encourage every-
one to attend. I'm sure that the
speaker will be interesting and infor-
mative as always.

Student/Parent Encampment

Columbus, Ohio - more than 700
students and parents attended a Civil
War encampment put on for their
benefit by members of the Sons of
Union and Confederate Veterans and
reenactors.

Students from three schools spent
the day in the encampment. More
than three dozen living historians ex-
plained what life was like in the
1860's. Sons of Union Veterans
members from Camp Dennison gave
the children marching lessons using
wooden sticks as weapons and dis-
cussed the life of a Union soldier.

General Grant talked about his
leadership during the war. Governor
Dennison introduced his good friend
Abraham Lincoln. In top hats and
tails they signed autographs for
eager children well after school was
dismissed.

.")

Harriet Tubman told stories of Moses
and leading escaped slaves on the
Underground Railroad. Samuel
Clemens told stories of the Miss-
issippi, prospecting, and his short
military life.

Many of the children wrote that
they enjoyed the ghost in the ceme-
tary best. The ghost told them the
stories about the 50 tombstones re-
presenting real people who died dur-
ing the war .....

Female living historians demon-
strated the fashions, toys, and work
women of the 1860's did. President
Jefferson Davis explained the differ-
ence between the North and South.

Gen. Robert E. Lee's camp of five
tents showed how meager life was for
the soldier. Children saw demonstra-
tions in the proper use of firearms and
drill for mortar firing and watched Con-
federate troopers snipe at the Union
cannon.

The Valley Forge Elementary
Schools' library was made into a
a museum - art gallery showing pic-
tures from the 1860's along with arti-
facts.

The day concluded with Presi-
dent Lincoln giving his Gettysburg
Address. The program will be taken
into other schools in the new year.

From The Civil War News



Halloween

Since October 31, is Hallo-
ween I decided to put in a ghost
story taken from: More Ghosts
of Gettysburg by Mark Nesbitt it
is titled:

A Wrinkle In Time

In 1981, on the 118th anni-
versary of the Battle of Gettys-
burg, a large re-enactment was
planned. During the last days
of June and first sultry day of
July 1981, re-enactors from all
over the country converged on
Gettysburg to live, eat, sleep,
and "fight" near these hallowed
grounds.

On July 2, 1981 there was a
mock battle, the day was incred-
ibly hot and humid even for
Gettysburg in July. the men par-
ticipating were soaked to the
skin and covered with grime
and powder stains from the re-
enactment. But, as uncomfort-
able as they were, they seemed
to appreciate it since that was
the way it was for their ancestors
who fought 118 years before.

The day was drawing to a
close and camp duties were
over. Two of the men, still
dressed in the uniform of Union
soldiers, took a walk on the
battlefield to cool off in the misty
twilight.

They reached Little Round
Top, the scene exactly 118
years before of some of the
most savage fighting in the Civil
War.' They climbed the small
hill and sat on the slope to
watch the sun set magnificently
over the South Mountains to the
west.

From the scrub brush just
down the slope they heard a
rustling and saw a soldier of the
Federal persuasion emerge
from the bushes on the rocky
hillside and begin wearily climb-
ing toward them amid the
lengthening shadows and cool-
ing air.

"'Hello, fellows: he said with
an excellent northern twang.

"Mighty hot fight there today,
weren't it?" The men agreed as
to the heat of the day as weil as
smiling at the authenticity of the
man's kit. Sweat stained his
indigo hat and black grime still
blackened his mouth and teeth
from where he had bitten num-
erous cartridges to pour their
powder down the barrel of his
musket.

They were about to compli-
ment him upon his authenticity
when he reached into his cart-
ridge box and pulled out a
couple of rounds of ammunition.
"Here," he said. "Taken these.
You boys may need'em to-
morrow." He gave them a
strange, wizened look, then turn-
ed and began making his way
backdown the slope of Little
Round Top.

The men watched for a few
seconds as the stranger began
his descent of the slope back
into the evening. ROiling the
cartridge over in his hand, one
of the re-enactors looked at
them more closely, and re-
marked at the incredible amount
of work it must have taken to
produce such authentic-looking
cartridges. They seemed to be
original: Tied, folded correctly
with just a hint of beeswax for
lubrication, in every way seem-
ingly an exact replica of Civil
War era ammunition. Then he
felt the minie ball inside each
one. Re-enactors are forbidden
by organizers and National
Park Rangers to carry either
ramrods or "live" rounds onto
the field of a re-enactment for
safety purposes, yet these con-
tained the minie ball rolled with-
in.

They looked down the slope
on Little Round Top into the
Valley of Death but could no
longer see the soldier. A few
yards down the slope he had
simply vanished into the gather-
ing, pale mists which at Gettys-
burg have the distinctive shape
of long, strung-out lines of infan-
try mustered in formation.

Phoebe Yates Pember

While serving as the chief
matron of Chimborazo Hos-
pital's second division, Phoebe
Yates Pember gathered the
material for A Southern
Woman's Story, the best first
person account of Confederate
hospitals, Born into a wealthy
Jewish Charleston family, she
was widowed during the early
months of the war when her hus-
band died of tuberculosis.
Through her friendship with the
wife of the Confederate Secre-
tary of War George W. Ran-
dolph, she was offered the hos-
pital post in late 1862. Her
account relates the activities of
the next ~o and half years with
a mixture of realism and humor.
She recounts the sufferings and
the spirit of the wounded, criti-
cizes many of the surgeons, and
bemoans the shortages of sup-
plies. Her combativeness ap-
pears in her efforts to define her
status, especially in dealing with
the thorny question of the ration-
ed whiskey for which she was
held accountable, Her fall 1864
trip to visit her refugeed family in
Georgia provides glimpses of
the difficulties of travel. But it is
stories of individual patients
which provide the most interest-
ing reading. After the fall of
Richmond she remained with
her charges until the transition to
Federal control was completed.
She devoted the rest of her life
to travel.

From Who Was Who in the
Confederacy

New Members

Welcome to the following
new members:

August Graumlich
Steve Spicer
Harry & Charlene Tweedy
John Connelly



CALENDAR OF EVENTS

10-02-1861 - The Confederate govern-
ment signs a peace treaty
with the Osage Tribe.

10-30-1862 - Emperor Napoleon III of
France proposes to
England and Russia that
they join together in mak-
ing overtures of mediation
in the American Civil War.

10-02-1863 - General "Joe" Wheelers
cavalry raid continues
through Tennessee and
Alabama.

10-01-1864 - Near Petersburg, Va.,
there is fighting near
Peebles' Farm.

10-12-1865- By presidential procla-
mation, martial law is
ended in Kentucky.

Answer to the Civil War
Puzzler for September

None, before the war he was a
Houston, Texas saloon-keeper.

Civil War Puzzler for October

In what battle did the charging
troops of Winfield Scott Featherstone,
C. S. A., push their foes back so they
fell to their deaths over a steep cliff?

Granville Civil War Roundtable

Tuesday, October 20 - Dr. Richard
Hood, an Associate Professor of
English at Denison University and a
performing musician of American folk
music, will play music from the war and
discuss its stylistic and social context.

Shawnee State University by
Shelby Foote. Living history tours
of homes and churches, encamp-
ment, six-horse artillery unit, firing
of four state-owned Civil War
cannons. Infantry demonstra-
tions, night firing, ladies' present-
ations, art and artifact exhibit. De-
dication of mural "Portsmouth at

October 10 - Joshua Lawrence Gettysburg" by artist Robert Daf-
Chamberlain Project at the Ohio ford. Presentation of "Portsmouth
Village, Columbus 7 - 9 p. m., 19th During the Civil War" show with
century-style dinner in the Colonel music and dramatic readings.
Crawfore Inn, with a program in the Hosted by Battery L, 1st Ohio
new village church by Strings of Light Artillery. Sponsered by
Credere with violin, harp, hammer- Ohio Humanities Council, Shaw-
ed dulcimer music and narration nee State University, Southern
honoring the life of Chamberlain. ,Ohio Museum & Cultural Center,

Hosted by the Ohio Historical" Portsmouth City Office of Comm-
Society. $20 members, $22 non- unity Development. For informa-
members by registration. tion, John Egbert, 2930 Coles

For information call, (614) 297- Ridge, Portsmouth, OH 45662,
2606, or (800) 686-1541. (740) 353-3707.

He will also examine the war
music's effect on the development
of American music

The meetings are held at the
Old Academy Building at Elm and
South Main at 7:30 p. m.

Chamberlain Program

Ohio In The Civil War

October 24 - Ohio in the. Civil
War at the Ohio Village, Columbus
1 - 4 p. m. This is a salute to the
men and women of the Civil War.

Ohio for Lincoln

October 31 - Ohio for Lincoln at
the Ohio Villaqe, Columbus 1 - 3
p. m. Help the village residents
prepare for the President in an
election campaign rally.

Civil War Weekend

October 9 - 11 - "Thunder in the
Ohio Valley: Portsmouth and the
Civil War" series of activities
focusing on Portsmouth as the
Civil War capital of Ohio. Oct. 9
talk and readings at 7 p. m.,

.~,..



tHE WAR CORRESPONDENT

Editor: Patty Barker

ROUNDTABLE OFFICERS

Patty Barker, General-in-Chief
Bill Lennox, Inspector General
Bill Kavage, Adjutant General
Howard Strouse, War Council Commander
David Larrick, Historian General
Patty Barker, Chief Signal Corps
Peter Zuhars, War Council Member
Tony Ten-Barge, War Council Member
Judith Bennett, War Council Member
Ed Chapdelaine, War Council Member

CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

October 14, 1998 - speaker unknown!
at time of publication. '
The meeting will be 7:30 p. m., at
Chemical Abstracts - 2540 Olentangy
River Rd.

(614) 841-0760
(740) 861-1779
(614) 524-8181
(740) 864-2681
(740) 369-1309
(614) 841-0760
(740) 363-9542
(614) 847-1663
(740) 759-1708
(740) 545-6696

Future meetings:

November 11,1998
December 9,1998
January 13, 1999
February 13, 1999 -
Sherman Dinner

Datesare subject to change
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