
General-in-ChlePs Report
By

Pete Zuhars

I want to thank all the
members and guests that
attended the September meeting.
We had another good turnout to
hear Howard Strouse give a very
interesting talk on ordnance and
arms manufacturing and its effect
on the Civil War. As always
Howard did an excellent job and
his talk was enjoyed by all.

Thanks Howard.
Our October speaker will

be Frank O'Reilly and he will be
talking about the Fredericksburg
Campaign (see Historian
Generals report). His new book
on Fredericksburg is getting rave
reviews. Combine that with the
fact that Frank is a very good
speaker and you have the
makings of another great
meeting. I would encourage all of
you to invite a guest to the
October meeting to hear his talk.

Last week I mailed out
invitations to 250 central Ohio
members of the Civil War Society
to join us at the October meeting.
Hopefully we will have a good
response from this letter and
have a big turnout for Mr.
O'Reilly.

See you in October.

Your Obedient Servant,
PeteZuhars
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Historian General's
Report

The speaker for the
October 8th meeting will be
Frank O'Reilly. The topic for the
evening will be "The Fred-
ericksburg Campaign Winter
WarOn The Rappahannock."

The talk is based on Mr.
O'Reilly's book of the same title.

In the book Mr. O'Reilly
describes the tactical move-
ments in vivid detail, integrating
eyewitness accounts from the
highest-ranking officials to the
lowest private soldier. Woven
within the broader military and
political events are stories from
civilians trapped between the
opposing armies.

In the book he also
draws on his knowledge of the
battlefield and discusses the un-
precedented nature of Fred-
ericksburg's warfare. It saw the
first purposeful bombardment of
an American city, the first urban
street fighting in North America,
and the first bridgehead landing
under fire in U.S. military history.
Mr. O'Reilly analyzes the strat-
egy of the commanders, the
difficulty in logistics and delay in
pontoon bridging, and the politi-
cal pressure from Lincoln for a
victory, which overrode practical
considerations.

Mr. O'Reilly is also the
author of "Stonewall Jackson
at Fredericksburg: The Battle
of Prospect Hili". He has
written numerous articles on the

Civil War and conducted exten-
sive battlefield studies and tours
throughout Virginia. He currently
lives in Guinea, Virginia.

Adjutant General's Report
.. ·.By

Mary Chester

Due to technical difficult-
ies with the tape recorder I am
unable to give a report on the Ed
Bearss and Howard Strouse
presentations.

Answer to September
Puzzler

.557 -caliber for use with
smooth-sided minie balls.

October Puzzler

What port was first on
the list of naval targets prepared
by Lincoln in early October
1861?

Upcoming CWEA Events

October 17-19, Battling
From Bull Run to Ball's Bluff.

Continued on page 2



This is a walking tour with Gary
L. Ecefbarger and Scott C.
Patchan. Friday 8:00 pm
through Sunday 12:00 pm.

The cost is $195, which
includes Saturday lunch.

October 23-25. Lee's Retreat
from Gettysburg. This is a field
tour with Kent Masterson Brown.
Thursday 8:00 pm through
Saturday 5:00 pm.

The cost is $325, which
includes Friday and Saturday
lunches.

November 1, Jackson
vs. Lincoln in the Valley: From
Winchester to the Potomac
and Back. This is a field tour
with Gary L. Ecelbarger.
Saturday 9:00 am through 5:00
pm.

The cost Is $95, which
includes lunch.

November 7-9,
Richmond, Then & Now: A
Tour of sites at Drewry's Bluff,
Beaver Dam Creek, Malvern Hill,
Old Church, Cold Harbor,
Chaffin's Fluff, Fort Harrison,
Fort Brady and the eastern
section of the old city of
Richmond. This is a tour with
Robert E. L. Krick. Friday 8:00
pm through Sunday 12:00 pm.

The cost is $195, which
includes Saturday lunch.

November 13-16,
Flrestonn In Baltimore:
Abraham Lincoln and Civil
Liberties. This is a field tour led
by David E. Long. Thursday
8:00 pm through Saturday 5:00
pm.

The cost is $295, which
includes Friday and Saturday
lunch.

November 19-22 New
Orfeans: The Crescent City.
This is a field tour led by Charles
P. Roland, Dale K. Phillips and
William de Marigny Hyland,

Wednesday 7:30 pm through
Saturday 8:30 pm.

The cost is $495, which
includes Thursday, Friday and
Saturday lunches and Saturday
dinner.

For full program details
for the above go to
www.cwea.net or
cwea@earthlink.net. Also, at
Civil War Education Association,
Box 78, Winchester, VA 22604.
Phone (800) 298-1861 or fax
(800) 550-1347.

New Members

Please welcome the
following new members:

Keith Krinn
Donald Moody
Chris Moore
Rich Reynolds
John Ross
Jon Usher
Thomas Wehrung

Welcome back to:

Patrick Garrity

Civil WarBattlefield
Grants

The American Battlefield
Protection Program· (ABPP)
recently awarded 21 grants to
assist in the preservation and
protection of American battle-
fields among the 21 were 11 Civil
War-related recipients.

Federal, state, local and
tribal governments, nonprofit
organizations and educational
institutions conduct the funded
projects.

Civil War preservation
grants went to:

• Citizens Committee of
Loudoun County, Vir-
ginia received $3,000 to
map and inventory Aldie,
Middleburg and Upper-
ville battlefJelds.

• Civil War Preservation
Trust, Washington, D.C.
received $20,000 for the
design of an interpretive
plan, base map inven-
tory and wayside sign-
age for the 1864 Third
Battle of Winchester.

• Cynthiana-Harrison
Chamber of Commerce,
Kentucky received
$25,071 for the preser-
vation and management
plan for the Cynthiana
battlefield.

• Friends of the Vicksburg
Campaign Trial, Miss-
issippi, received $25,000
for educational and inter-

~ pretative brochures
covering six Civil War
battlefields including
Milliken's Bend and the
Port Gibson Battlefield.

• Historic Preservation
Group, North Carolina,
received $30,000 for a
cultural study of the
Battle of Wyse Fork and
the Battle of Kinston.
This would lead to a
nomination to the Na-
tional Register of Historic
Places.

• Madison County Histori-
cal SOCiety, Kentucky,
received $34,430 for a
comprehensive interpre-
tive plan for the 1862
Richmond Battlefield,
with driving tour, signs
and brochures.

• Montpelier Foundation,
Virginia, received
$24,000 for an archaeo-
logical inventory and
mapping of associated
resources of Confed-
erate General Samuel
McGowan's encamp-
ment at the 1864 Battle
of the Wilderness and
winters of 1863 and
1864.
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• Shenandoah Valley
Battlefields Founda-
tion, Virginia, receiv-
ed $35,000 for an
interpretive plan for
the Shenandoah
Civil War battlefield
sites and education
of landholders, visi-
tor service pro-
fessionals, local offi-
cials, and the public
about resource pre-
servation.

• South Carolina De-
partment of Parks
and Recreation and
Tourism, received
$7,377 for a map-
ping project to
record the remains
of the 1865 Rivers
Bridge Battlefield.

• Tennessee Wars
Commission,
received $6,000 to
produce 4,000 public
copies of a CD-ROM
based on Tennessee
Civil War Documen-
tary sourcebook with
keyword searchable
information from
2,931 military en-
gagements.

From The Civil War News.

Manassas Land Purchase

In August a 136-acre
tract at the Manassas Battlefield
was purchased.

The land is in a wooded
area west of the battlefield park,
and was the site where Union
forces assaulted a Confederate
line under General Stonewall
Jackson on August 29, 1862.
The resulting 2,000 casualties
made the property one of the
most significant pieces of land
from the two battles of Manassas
that were still unprotected.

Members of the Sudley

Mountain and Stony Ridge Civil
Associa-tions who did not want
to see the property developed
raised more than $100,000 of the
funds.

From The Civil War News

The Du Pont Family

Henry Du Pont (1812-
1889) was a member of
Delaware's famous chemical
company family. He served a
dual role in the Civil War-as a
manufacturer of gunpowder and
as a state militia officer whose
actions were crucial in keeping
the border state in the Union.

He was in the West
Point Class of 1833; he served a
year in the artillery before resign-
ing to take a position in the
family business. During the
Mexican War the company pro-
vided much of the army's gun-
powder.

He was a member of the
Republican Party in his state and
kept up his interest in military
affairs by being active in the
militia.

By the time of the Civil
War he was a major general in .
that body and demanded that
each member take the oath of
allegiance. The governor vetoed
his order but Du Pont received
the support of the Union army in
keeping the state in the Union.
For the remainder of the war Du
Pont made sure that his
company provided the Union
armies with the gunpowder they
needed. He continued in the
business until his death.

Henry Algemon Du Pont
(1838-1926) was a son of a
founder of the Delaware chemi-
cal dynasty. Henry graduated at
the top of the West Point Class
of 1861.

After a brief stint in the
engineers, he was assigned to a

newly organized regular artillery
regiment and was soon made its
adjutant. He served at the regi-
mental headquarters at Fort
Hamilton, New York, until given
command of a battery that was
sent to aid in the repulse of the
Confederate invasion of Penn-
sylvania.

Du Pont's unit served in
the Departments of the Susque-
hanna and West Virginia. Taking
part in Franz Sigel's Shenan-
doah Valley Campaign, he was
engaged in the battle of New
Market and was instrumental in
organizing the retreat. Soon
thereafter he was given com-
mand of the artillery brigade, with
which~ he served when Sigel's
army became part of Sheridan's
command in the Valley. Fighting
at 3td Winchester, Fisher'S Hill
and Cedar Creek, Du Pont
earned a brevet as major for the
first two battles and a brevet as
lieutenant colonel and a Medal of
Honor for the last. He continued
to command his brigade in the
'Valley and West Virginia until the
end of the war. He remained in
the army until 1875. After his
resignation, he joined his family's
industrial empire and served for
two terms in the Senate.

Samuel Francis Du Pont
(1803-1865) entered the Navy in
1815 as a midshipman and had
risen to the rank of captain and
was commandant of the Phila-
delphia Navy Yard by the out-
break of the Civil War.

He was tapped to head
the commission that worked out
the plan of naval operations at
the start of the war. He was
given command of the opera-
tions along the Southern coast in
the fall of 1861. He scored a
major victory at the battle of Port
Royal Sound. In April 1863 he
was ordered to attack
Charleston, which he did
reluctantly and was defeated.

From W'ho Was W'ho in the Union
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CALENDAR OFCOML~G EVENTS

Wednesday. September 10,7:30 p.m. - The speaker
will be Howard Strouse speaking on Things That Go
Bang. The meeting will be held at the Westerville
Electric Company, 139 E. Broadway, Westerville,
OH 43081.

Future Meetings:

October 8 - Frank O'Reilly, Fredericksburg
November 12 - Kevin McCray, 99'" O.V.I.
December - no meeting
January 14,2004 - Clarke Wilhelm

Dates are subject to change
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