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The War Correspondent
Newsletter of the Ray Fawcett Chapter of The Central Ohio Civil War Roundtable

General-in-ChieFs Report
By

PeteZuhars

Hello again everyone. Our
speaker for the September
meeting was Jamie Ryan and as
usual he did a bang up job.
Thanks Jamie and all that
attended.

This is the LAST CALL for
the T-shirts and sweatshirts. If
you want one I need your money
by the 14thof October. For those
of us who have already ordered I
need your money by the same
date.

I hope all of you got the
message about James
McPherson appearing at Ohio
Wesleyan this Thursday. If you
give me your e-mail address I'll
make sure that in the future you
are updated about speakers com-
ing to our area.

In the past we have asked
for volunteers to place our
brochures in libraries book stores
and historical societies near
where you live and work. We
need your help again. If you can
help please contact me and let
me know. There should be some
interest generated by the re-
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broadcast of Ken Burns CIVIL
WAR and by the release of the
movie Gods end Generals this
December. We need to take
advantage of this to try and build
our membership. If everyone
would bring in Just ONE NEW
MEMBER we would be so much
better off. PLEASE HELP if you
can.

I hope to see all of you at
our October meeting where our
speaker will be Karel Lea Biggs.
(See Historian Generals report).
See you on the 9th.

Historian Gen'eral's
Report

Our speaker for the October
9th meeting will be Karel Lea
Biggs and her topic for the
evening will be Sam Davis
Confederate Spy.

Karel Lea Biggs is a native
of Denver, Colorado, and grew up
in Los Angeles, California. She
holds a BS in Business from
California State Polytechnic
University, Pomona, and a certi-
fication in Elementary Education
fromWright State University.

She currently teaches at
Celina MiddleSchool.

She has been a member of
several Civil War Roundtables,
including the Long Beach,
California CWRT, where she met
her husband, Greg Biggs. She
reenactswith the Citizens of New
Albany, a progressive civilian
reenacting organization, and is a
frequent contributor to Citizen's
Companion and The Watchdog,
both magazinesfor re-enactors.

She is also a book reviewer
for The Civil War News. When
she's not busy teaching and
spoiling Greg and their four cats,
Morgan, Bedford, Mosby and
Spicer, Karel Lea likes to
research the 71st OVI, collect
WWII home front memorabilia,
and read mysteries and military
history books.

Adjutant General's Report
September 11th Meeting

By
Mary Chester

For the second time, the
Union Army suffered defeat at
the Manassas Junction. Who
was to blame? Fitz-John Porter
was subsequently relieved of

Continued on page 2
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Adjutant General's Report
Continued

command and charged with dis-
obedience of orders and mis-
conduct in the face of the enemy.
A court-martial found him guilty
and cashiered him from the
army. Were the charges and
verdict justified? That was at the
core of Jamie Ryan's presenta-
tion at the September roundtable
meeting.

After graduating from West
Point in 1845, Fitz-John Porter
was posted to the artillery. Prior
to being wounded, he received
two brevets during the Mexican
War. He also served as Albert
Sidney Johnston's adjutant
during the operations against the
Mormons in 1857.

After 1860, Porter was a
lieutenant in the Artillery. One
year later, he commanded the s"
Corp in the Army of the
Potomac. In the process, he
developed a long lasting
friendship with his commander,
George McClellan.

Fresh from his victories in
the West, John Pope is brought
east to command the newly
formed Union Army of Virginia.
Loyal to his commander and
friend, Porter viewed Pope's
appointment with distain. He
vented his feelings in letters to
his friend General Burnside.
Unfortunately the opinions he
expressed bordered on insubord-
ination, and Burnside, recogniz-
ing them for what they were,
forwarded them to Stanton.

. On August zs", Jackson
intentionally drew Pope's army
into battle. The action resulted in
a bloody stalemate lasting
several hours. John Pope how-
ever, believes that he is vic-
torious, and that Jackson is
trying to retreat west to Gaines-
ville. Jackson, ready to fight,
puts his army into a holding posi-
tion along an unfinished railroad

cut. He knows that Longstreet is
only one days march behind.

Jackson spent the za"
fighting Rufus King's men of the
1st Corp. Unfortunately, King
suffers an epileptic seizure and
is in poor condition. General
McDowell 1st Corp commander,
in an effort to reach King's men,
tried to move through an impene-
trable woods. He becomes lost
and it is daybreak before he finds
his way out of the woods. King's
four brigade commanders confer
and. decide to retreat back
toward the Union line.

Having been detached from
McClellan, Porter is moving on to
Manassas Junction in support of
Pope. At 6 a.m., as he marches
past Manassas Junction toward
Centerville, he receives verbal
orders to take command of
King's division and to change
directions. Instead of Center-
ville, he is ordered to move on
Gainesville.

As the s" Corp comes to
the Dawkins Branch valley, they
encounter Confederate infantry
skirmishers. Porter deploys the
3 brigades on the brow of the
valley.

By 10:30, McDowell has
met Porter at the Bethlehem
Church. It is then that the third
order, the one that serves as the
basis for the court-martial,
arrives. . This is a joint order,
commanding McDowell and
Porter to move forward with their
joint commands toward Gaines-
ville. At the same time McDowell
showed Porter a dispatch from
General John Buford which in-
dicated that at 9:30 a.m. a large
Confederate army had passed
through Gainesville, headed east
on the Centerville· Road. The
two Generals concluded that
these were the Confederate
troops they were now
encountering at the Dawkins
Branch Valley.

Porter and McDowell dis-
cuss the joint order and

McDowell tells Porter that he is
to far forward, and that this is no
place to fight a battle. Porter
then orders his troops who had
been deploying on the ridge to
stop.

Here the memories of
events differ. Porter later testi-
fies that McDowell tells him that
the men they are fighting are
from Longstreets Corp. Porter
stated that McDowell ordered
him to "stay put". Mc Dowell
indicated that he would take the
1st Corp around the impenetrable
woods and hook up with Sigel
and extend his flank back to
Porter.

McDowell however testified
that Fieordered Porter to attack.
Taking King's division, McDowell
rides back to the Church and
Longstreet's troops began to
advance toward Porter.

Porter sends his chief of
staff, Fred Locke to McDowell to
request that he allow King's
division to stay and stop

. Longstreet's advance. McDowell
told Locke "give my compiiments
to General Porter, and say to him
that I am going to the right and
will take General King with me. I
think that General Porter should
remain where he is, but if it is
necessary for him to fall back, he
may do so upon my left.·

Locke returns to Porter with
McDowell's message and Porter
calls off any attack. He deploys
his troops defensively and
McDowell and his men march
away from the battlefield.

These are the orders under
which Porter operated between
11 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. He
remains in a defensive position
along the ridge at Dawkins
Branch.

Longstreet's entire Corp is
deployed south of the Warrenton
Turnpike, with his right flank to
Porter. Unknown to the Union
Army, Porter and his position are

Continued on page 3
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company doing work paid for by
the government.

This is a devastating verdict
that affects him both financially
and socially. Porter spends
years trying to clear his name. It
is not until 1978 that President
Hayes orders a new investiga-
tion. The inquiry conducted by
General John Schofield found
that Porter had been right in not
committing his forces to an
assault, which Longstreet would
have easily crushed. It conclud-
ed that his actions probably
saved Pope's army from an even
worse defeat.

President Chester A. Arthur
remitted the' sentence fours
years later. However, it is not
until 1886, by special act of
Congress, that Porter is
recommissioned in the army.
His back pay was denied him.

Adjutant General's Report
Continued

causing Lee and Longstreet a
great deal of consternation. This
is because they have a force of
unknown size on their right flank.

North of the Turnpike, Pope
sends brigade size attacks
against Jackson. As they con-
tinue, Jackson is being pressed
and must use his reserves. Lee
wants Longstreet to move for-
ward to relieve some of the
pressure on Jackson. Long-
street advises that while he could
attack the force on his flank, he
cannot move to Jackson as long
as the unknown force is there.
Lee and Longstreet have a
frustrating day.

Pope however has convin-
ced himself that he has ordered
Porter and McDowell to attack
Gainesville. In addition, Pope
refuses to believe that Long-
street's Corp is on the field.
When Porter has not attacked by
late afternoon, McDowell writes
the 4thorder. He wants Porter to
move north and fall on Jackson's
flank by Gainesville. However,
that would require Porter to
march his Corp with their flank
facing Longstreet's entire Corp.

Order #4 is entrusted to a
Captain Pope (no relation).
Twice Captain Pope is almost
captured and must backtrack
over unfamiliar terrain. Upon
receipt of the order, Porter
endorses the back of it indicating
that it was received at 6 p.m.
The order is then forwarded to
General McDowell. Sunset that
day was at 5:58 p.m., so by the
time Porter has deployed his
troops for an attack, it is dark.
The attack must be cancelled.

Captain Pope will later
testify that he delivered the
order, written at 4:30 p.m., at 5
p.m. The order should have
been proof to the contrary, but
could not be found at the time of
the court-martial.

Order #5, written at 8:30
p.m., does not arrive until 3:00
a.m. By 4 o'clock the troops are
awakened. Due to the proximity
of the Confederate Army, bugles
are not used. Instead the
officers are ordered to personally
awaken the men who are asleep
on their arms, in order of battle.

By 5 a.m. Sykes division
has marched off; followed by two
brigades of the volunteer
division. The last division, under
Griffin, doesn't leave until about
5:30 and misses the turn. They
march all the way to Centerville.
They do not engage on August
30.

Pope orders Porter to attack
with the five brigades of his
division and the five brigades of
McDowell's. They attack at the
deep cut, but are eventually
thrown back by massed Confed-
erate artillery on their flank.

Longstreet unleashed his
counter attack and virtually
wiped the Union Army from the
field. The Union Army is saved
by a last stand along Henry
House hill and then allowed to
retreat. Upon his return to
Washington, Pope is relieved of
command.

In January 1863, Porter is
relieved of command and
arrested. He has difficulty in
mounting his defense: The Con-
federate officers are, of course,
not available to testify. Porter is
also denied the testimony of the
officers from the 5th Corp. Order
#4 is missing and cannot be
used to confirm the hour receiv-
ed.

Based upon the testimony
given, the court finds Porter
guilty and cashiers him from the
Army. Not only is Porter dis-
missed from the service, he
loses his pension and is forever
disqualified from holding any
officer trust under the govern-
ment of the United States. Nor
can he work for a U. S. govern-
ment branch or any private
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Answer to September
Puzzler

Fort Harrison, at a cost of
3,300 casualties.

October Puzzler

What war born news service
was first to compete with the
Associated Press?

Granville Civil War and
Ohio Military History

Roundtable

No information regarding
an October meeting.

The meetings are held at
the Old Academy Building at Elm
and South Main at 7:30 p.m. If
you have any questions please
contact Ed McCaul at (740) 522-
5091 or e-mail him at
mccaul.1@osu.edu
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The War Correspondent
Patty Barker, Editor

Roundtable Officers
Pete Zuhars
General-in-Chief

740-363-9542
Gary Milligan
Inspector General

614-793-0761
Mary Chester
Adjutant General

614-497-3136
David Larrick
Historian General

740-369-1309
Patty Barker
Chief of Signal Corps

614-985-3353
War Council Members
Mike Van Huss
War Council Commander
Richard Cartwright

614-855-3333

zeteman@yahoo.com

ovvi49geo@aol.com

Peter Burnside
Jamie Ryan

614-890-6485
Rory McIntyre

614-261-7179

THE WAR CORRESPONDENT
Newsletter of The Ray Fawcett
Chapter of The Central Ohio Civil War
Roundtable

P. O. Box 471
Lewis Center, OH 43035-0471

Calendar of Coming Events

Wednesday, October 9, 7:30
p.m. - The speaker will be Karel
Lea Biggs on Sam Davis,
Confederate Spy. Meetings are
held at Chemical Abstracts, 2510
Olentangy River Road.

Future Meetings:

November 13
December - no meeting

Dates are subject to change
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