
General-in-Chief.s Report
By

Mike Van Huss

As always I would like to
thank the 16 members and 1
guest who attended the August
8th meeting.

In the future be looking
for information on an informal
overnight trip to Perryville. Plans
are still being finalized. If you
have any questions please
contact Pete Zuhars at (740) 363-
9542 or Patty Barker at (614)
985-3353.

I hope to see all of you at
the September 12thmeeting.

New Members

On behalf of the Central
Ohio Civil War Roundtable I
would like to welcome the follow-
ing new members:

Will and Tim Hoffine
Steve Brown and family
Eddie England

Historian General's
Report

By
Dave Larrick

Our speaker for the
September 12, meeting will be
Howard Strouse. The topic for the
evening will be U.S. Coastal
Fortifications and their ties to the
Civil War. There will be a slide
presentation to go along with the
talk.

For our new members

The War Correspondent
September 2001

Howard is a former General-in-
Chief for our roundtable and
portrays General AJpheus
Williams for various Civil War
reenactment events. He is also a
member of the Scottsdale Civil
War Roundtable.

Adjutant General's Report
By

Mary Chester

Since Mary is packing for
her trip to China she was unable
to provide a report for the August
meeting.

Answer to August Puzzler

71 percent: 124 dead,
223 wounded.

September Puzzler

What message to the
nation was framed and trans-
mitted in the aftermath of the fall
of Atlanta?

Granville Civil War and
Ohio Military History

Roundtable

Tuesday, September
18th

: Union Shipbuilding.
Dr. Bill Roberts will talk

on Union Shipbuilding. It took
the north quite a bit of time and
effort to achieve superiority in
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this area. Dr. Roberts will be ex-
plaining how it was achieved and
the various personalities that
were involved.

Meetings are held at the
01<1 Academy Building at Elm,
and South Main at 7:30 p.m.

If you have any
questions please contact Ed
McCaul at (740) 522-5091 or
mccaul.1@osu.edu

Exhibits

The Delaware, County
District Library is presenting
"Free At Last: A History of the
Abolition of Slavery in
America" through the month of
September 2001. This is a
traveling exhibition developed by
the Gilder Lehrman Institute of
American History.

The exhibition will pro-
vide insights into how abolition
became a national issue; how
the idea of progress drew poli-
ticians and moral reformers to-
gether; how the efforts of escap-
ed slaves contributed a human
face to the horrors of slavery;
and how individual presidents
and citizens struggled to under-
stand and resolve the issue of
slavery.

The materials for the
exhibition are drawn in a large
part from the Gilder Lehrman
Collection on deposit at the
Pierpont Morgan Library.

Free admission.
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Exhibits

The Chicago Historical Society will present
"Eye of the Storm: The Civil War Drawings of
Robert K. Sneden," through September 2001.

There will be nearly 100 watercolors by Pvt.
Robert Knox Sneden. Also, on display will be Society
Civil War artifacts, some which are on display for the
first time.

Hours are 9:30 to 4:40 Monday through
Saturday and Sunday from 12 to 5. Free admissions
on Mondays.

For more information call (312) 642-4600.

The Lincoln Museum is presenting "Now He
Belongs to the Ages: The Assassination of
Abraham Lincoln," through January 2002.

This is the nation's first exhibit telling the
story of Lincoln's assassination and its place in
history with original artifacts, manuscripts, prints,
period photos, newspapers, funeral and mourning
memorabilia.

Free with museum admission of $2.99 for
adults, $1.99 for children ages 5-12 and seniors.
Open Tuesday through Saturday 10 to 5, Sunday 1 to
5.

Reenactments

September 14-16 - "Battle on the Ohio-Erie
Canal" in historic Zoar. Over 400 acres with wood,
swamps, lakes, trails, fields, natural breastworks, no
modern intrusions.

There will be morning tacticals with river-
crossings. Infantry and cavalry marches along the
Ohio-Erie TowPath trail that ends at the battlefield.
Saturday and Sunday battles.

Hosted by the Zoar Community Association,
6thOVC and 51st OVI.

For more information contact the Zoar Civil
War Encampment, P.O. Box 621, Zoar, OH 44697,
(330) 874-2646; Www.zca.org

September 21-23 - the 2nd annual Greenfield
Civil War Days.

There will be two battles, two tacticals, and
extensive civilian activities.

Sponsored by the 73rd OVI and Kentucky
Brigade, A of T, CSA.

For more information contact Eli R. Beachy,
Box 251, Chippewa Lake, OH 44215; ocrohio@apk,et

'....

October 6-7 Perryville
commemoration and re-enactment. For
information contact The Kentucky Civil War
Sites Preservation Program, Kentucky Heritage
Council, (502) 564-1792 ext. 126.

October 6-7 - the Hayes Presidential
Center's annual re-enactment, Fremont, 9 to 5.
Daily battles, skirmishes on the lawn in front of
the home of President Rutherford B. Hayes.
Re-enactor camps on the presidential estate,
military demonstrations, and period
entertainment throughout the weekend.
Sunday there is a tombside presidential
memorial service.

Admission $3 for adults, $1 for ages 6-
12.

Form information contact (800) 998-
7737; www.rbhayes.o.rg ','

Encampment

September 20-23 - the 8th annual Civil
War Encampment at the restored Civil War-era
Ohio Statehouse.

There will be school programs on
Friday. Open to the public Saturday and
Sunday. There will be Union Infantry and
Artillery overnight encampments, drills,
demonstrations and civilian activities. There
will be a Grand Ball Saturday evening in the
Statehouse Rotunda.

Hosted by the 1st Ohio Statehouse
Light Artillery, Battery A, and the 76thOVI.

For more information call (614) 728-
2698; www.statehouse.state.oh.us/encampment

National Congress

October 3-6 - the 27th Annual National
Congress of Civil War Round Tables will
present "Horsemen of the Eastern Theatre:
Custer, Stuart, Mosby and Sheridan.

There will be tours of cavalry
engagements in the Eastern Theatre led by
Edwin C. Bearss, former Chief Historian for the
National Park Service.

For details, write CONGRESS2001,
P.O. Box 7388, Little Rock, AR 72217,
civilwarbuff@aristotle.net
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Dixon's Gold Coin

The lucky $20 gold piece believed to be
carried by Lt. George E. Dixon who commanded the
H. L. Hunley has been found in the sediment inside
the Hunley.

According to legend the coin was a gift from
Dixon's sweetheart which he carried into the battle at
Shiloh when he served in the 21stAlabama. A minie
ball struck and bent the coin, saving his life. After
that he always carried it in his pocket.

When the coin was found it was still shiny
and bore an inscription on the back: "Shiloh April 6,
1862 My life Preserver G.E.D.".

This find also puts to rest any question about
Dixon being on board the Hunley when it sank.

From The Civil War News

Morgan's Trail

The Ohio Department of Transportation
recently awarded a TEA-21 grant in the amount of
$185,000 to help interpret the states 425 miles of the
John Hunt Morgan Heritage Trail. The Ohio Civil War
Trail Commission will need to come up with $45,000
to meet the 80/20 percent grant split to receive the
grant.

Currently the commission has about $20,00
of the required funds and is soliciting funds from
larger businesses in Ohio.

The commission is hoping to have the trail
fully interpreted by the state's bicentennial in 2003.

The $225,000 available will be used for 75
interpretive signs, 225 directional signs or arrow
markers, pointing the way to various sites along the
route.

From The Civil War News

Joshua Blackwood Howell (1806-1864)

Having long held important commands on the
South Carolina coast and in Virginia as a colonel,
Joshua B. Howell was only to receive his brigadier
general's commission posthumously.

The New Jersey native had been a lawyer in.~
Pennsylvania and a Douglas Democrat in 1860.

He joined the army in 1860. At the head of
his regiment he went to the Peninsula when he saw
action at Yorktown, Williamsburg, Seven Pines, and
during the Seven Days. He then transferred to North
Carolina; he fought at Goldsboro and, after briefly

commanding a brigade, set off to take part in
the operations against Charleston. He took part
in the siege operations on the various islands
and the following spring transferred back to
Virginia as a brigade commander. Servings
under Benjamin F. Butler at Bermuda Hundred,
he was particularly distinguished leading a
charge on May 20, 1864. He continued to
serve in front of Richmond and Petersburg for
the next several months until his horse fell,
severely injuring him on September 12, 1864.
The next day he was relieved of command of
the division, which he was temporarily leading
(still as a colonel), and on the 14thhe died. The
following spring he was posthumously
promoted to brigadier general to rank from the
date of his injury.

From Who Was Who.in the Union'
" .

William Flank Perry (1823 - 1901)

By the time that William F. Perry
received his well-deserved promotion to
brigadier he had already been in command of
the wounded General Law's Brigade for some
eight months.

Born in Georgia and self-educated he
had been a non-practicing attorney active in
public education in his adopted Alabama.

Enlisting as a private in the 44th

Alabama in early 1862, he rose rapidly in the
Confederate army. He served in the Seven
Days and at 2nd Bull Run before receiving the
colonelcy upon the death of the regimental
commander at Antietam. After service with
Longstreet around Suffolk, Virginia, he fought at
Little Round Top at Gettysburg. Ordered west
with Longstreet, he saw action in the victory at
Chickamauga and around Knoxville. As a
result of the Law-Jenkins feud, he was in
brigade command that winter. He commanded
the regiment at the Wilderness, Spotsylvania,
and the North Anna. Upon the wounding of
General Law at Cold Harbor, he again assumed
charge of the brigade, a position he held until
the surrender at Appomattox. It was not until
the winter of the Petersburg and Richmond
siege that he received the general's wreath. He
was an Alabama planter and Kentucky
educator after the war.

From Who Was Who in the Confederacy

3



The War Correspondent
Patty Barker, Editor

Roundtable Officers
Mike Van Huss
General-in-Chief

740-687-9216
Pete Zuhars
Inspector General

740-363-9542
Mary Chester
Adjutant General

614-497-3136
David Larrick
Historian General

740-369-1309
Patty Barker
Chief of Signal Corps

614-985-3353
War Council Members
Patty Barker
WaT Council Commander
Richard Cartwright

614-855-3333
Jason Dietsch

614-268-1967
Howard Strouse

614-864-2681
Ben Wallace

614-488-7200

THE WAR CORRESPONDENT
Newsletter of The Ray Fawcett
Chapter of The Central Ohio Civil War Roundtable

8023 Lakeloop Drive
Westerville, OH 43081

CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

Wednesday, September 12, 7:30 p.m. - Howard
Strouse will talk on US Coastal Fortifications. The
meeting will be at Chemical Abstracts, 2510
Olentangy River Road.

Future Meetings:

October 10 - TBA
November 14 - TBA
December 12 - TBA

Dates are subject to change
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