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Hello, Everyone,  
 
 We have had a number of folks 
step up and volunteer their services 
to fill open positions within the 
round table for the upcoming June 
elections. It gives me great pleasure 
to see such a number of willing 
members eager to help guide our 
round table into the future. Thank 
you to those who are willing to do 
so. I know that you will find the 
experience to be very worthwhile.  
 In this issue of The War 
Correspondent you will find further 
information about our latest 
preservation challenge sponsored by 
member Jeff Rodek. Please take a 
look at the announcement, and let’s 
all do our best to take advantage of 
Jeff’s generosity. I trust that 
everyone is enjoying our unexpected 

date:  
Wednesday, April 11, 2012 
time: 

7:00 p.m. 
location:  
Ohio Health Building 
300 Polaris Parkway 
Westerville, OH  43082 
speaker/topic:  
Frank O’Reilly—Malvern Hill 

this month’s meeting 

 
Which Virginia-born 

artillerist named four of 
his cannons Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John?  

 

 

 I sometimes try to imagine what 
future historians will think of the 
early twenty-first-century humans 
who populate America. One point 
that I think a future Heir of 
Herodotus will find fascinating is the 
movement to preserve Civil War 
battlefields that started in 
approximately 1987 and is still going 
strong today. The future historian 
will have to wonder why Americans 
living 150 years after the war 
created this impressive 
infrastructure of organizations 
devoted to preserving and 
reclaiming battlefields.  
 There is nothing surprising about 
the veterans of a conflict, and even 
the next generation (their sons and 
daughters) creating monuments and 
battlefield parks in acts of historical 
memory. It happens for virtually 
every conflict. But the modern  

(continued on page 2) 

summerlike weather, and I look 
forward to seeing everyone on the 
11th. 
   

http://centralohiocwrt.wordpress.com/
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2012 COCWRT 

CALENDAR  

 
 
May 9, 2012 
 Martin Stewart—71st Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry 
 
June 13, 2012 
 Chris Kolakowski —
Tullahoma Campaign 
 
July 11, 2012 
 Clark “Bud” Hall—
Emergence of the Federal 
Cavalry as an Offensive Force of 
the Army of the Potomac 
 
August 8, 2012 
 Joe Reinhart—9th Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry 

 
September 12, 2012 
 Tom Clemens—Ezra Carman 
and the MD Campaign of 1862  

 
October 10, 2012 
 Howard Strouse—The 
Mormons in the 19th Century  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Unless otherwise noted, all 
meetings are held at  

7:00 p.m. 
at the Ohio Health Building, 

300 Polaris Parkway, 
Westerville, OH  43082. 

 

Dates and speakers are subject to 
change. 

Civil War battlefield preservation 
movement is several generations 
removed from that type of filial 
connection. You do not see any 
similar types of preservation 
movements for American Revolution 
or War of 1812 battlefields. Europe 
has preserved many World War I 
and some World War II battlefields, 
but no mass movement exists today 
(even while many WWII veterans are 
still alive) to add more places of 
commemoration.  
 I remember distinctly when the 
modern Civil War battlefield 
movement started after the 
Chantilly battlefield was 
overwhelmed by a residential 
housing development and the 
Manassas battlefield was threatened 
by Til Hazel’s mega mall in 1988. 

Fellow Round Table member Brian 
Hall and I immediately joined the 
fledgling Association for the 
Preservation of Civil War sites and 
discussed what the future of our 
battlefields would be. We reasoned 
that a window of about twenty-five 
years existed for the friends of the 
battlefields to raise the money 
needed to protect as much core 
battlefield land as possible, and that 
the window would be closed around 
2013. 
 Well, I am glad that Brian and I 
are poor prognosticators. I never 
imagined that organizations such as 
the Civil War Trust would be 
growing and trying to reach such 
audacious goals as twenty-five 
thousand new acres preserved 

during the sesquicentennial. I could 
not have imagined the actual 
reclamation of lost portions of the 
battlefield at Franklin. I certainly 
never dared to believe that a 
completely unprotected field such as 
Glendale would be acquired piece by 
piece to form a new battlefield for 
me to visit. And I did not realize that 
local preservationists at places like 
Parker’s Crossroads, Tennessee, 
would jump in and put up visitor 
centers, monuments, wayside 
markers, and signage to make their 
battlefields vibrant and alive to 
visitors.  
 Frank O’Reilly will be speaking to 
us about Malvern Hill at our April 
meeting. When I visited this site in 
the late 1980s, only a small postage 
stamp of ground was preserved. 
When I toured this site with Bobby 
Krick in the 1990s, the Civil War 
Preservation Trust had recently 
acquired several large tracts, and we 
could visit places no Civil War 
historian had seen in many years. 
Today the National Park Service 
owns virtually the entire battlefield, 
meaning that it belongs to us and 
our posterity forever, like the Grand 
Canyon and Yosemite.  
 I think we should all be proud of 
the part we have played in making 
this remarkable story come to life, 
and I think we should all remain 
focused on the work that is left for 
us to finish. One hundred fifty years 
from now, our progeny 
(“generations who we do not know, 
and who know us not,” in the 
wonderful words of Joshua 
Chamberlain) will look back in 
amazement as they thank us for 
preserving so many crucial acres of 
battlefield land. 
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Announcing the 
RODEK CHALLENGE FUND 

Round table member Jeff Rodek has generously proposed a matching program for 2012 to raise 
funds for use by the COCWRT. 
 
1. For each COCWRT member who donates to the COCWRT preservation fund, Jeff will match 

the donor’s contribution dollar for dollar up to a total of $250. 
  
2. For each person who joins the Civil War Trust* (minimum $35 membership level), Jeff will 

donate $100 to the COCWRT’s preservation fund. If that person is not a member of COCWRT, 
part of Jeff ’s $100 will be used to cover the donor’s first year’s dues. The balance will go to 
the COCWRT’s fund. 

 
3. For each COCWRT member who joins the Civil War Trust* as a Color Bearer (minimum 

$1,000), Jeff will donate $250 to the COCWRT. The donor can be a current CWT member at 
any level below Color Bearer. 
 

* Donors participating in either option 2 or 3 of this matching program should notify Frank 

DeLuca (fdeluca@civilwar.org or 202-367-1861) that they are donating as part of the Rodek 

Challenge Fund.  

Than
ks, J

eff! 
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The Battle of White Sulphur Springs 
West Virginia, (aka Battle of Dry 
Creek), as presented by Eric 
Wittenberg: 
 
Editor’s note: Eric’s book, The Battle 
of White Sulphur Springs, could be 
dedicated to a pit stop at Exit 181 on 
Interstate 64. Returning to Columbus 
from a presentation at Longwood 
College in Farmville, Virginia, Eric 
and his wife, Susan, pulled in to the 
rest stop just east of White Sulphur 

Springs. Eric noticed a historical 
marker noting the Battle of White 
Sulphur Springs on August 26–27, 
1863. Hmm. There was a battle 
here? Never heard of it. Back in 
Columbus, Eric found the scant 
information about the battle to be 
wholly inadequate. Thus was 
launched the writing of Wittenberg’s 
account of the obscure battle, with 
invaluable assistance from West 
Virginia state archivist Terry Lowry. 

 In mid-1863 the state of West 
Virginia had just been hatched. The 
eighty-three counties in western 
Virginia that seceded from the 
commonwealth, which had seceded 
from the Union, had been granted 
statehood on June 1, 1863. To say 
affairs were in a state of flux would 
be a colossal understatement. And 
White Sulphur Springs, just inside 
the new state line, was on the 
ragged edge of violent partisanship 
that divided eastern slave-holding 
and western mountain societies. 
 As nearby Lewisburg, the seat of 
Greenbrier County, contained the 
law library of the Virginia Supreme 
Court of Appeals, this battle could 
be dubbed the Great Law Book Raid. 
Ripping up the Virginia and 
Tennessee Railroad was at least as 
important as seizing a load of law 
books and taking them to the new 
capital at Wheeling. 
 And who to lead that raid other 
than perhaps the finest cavalry 
raider of the war Colonel William 
Woods Averell, a native of Bath, NY, 
and 1856 graduate of West Point 
where his best friend was Fitz Lee 
(1835–1905). Lee, a nephew of 
Robert E. Lee, was a significant 
Confederate cavalry commander 
who led the last Confederate cavalry 
charge of the war on April 9, 1865, 
immediately preceding his uncle’s 
surrender to Ulysses S. Grant at 
Appomattox, and was the fortieth 
governor of Virginia (1886–1890). 
 After expertly training a new 
cavalry force at Wheeling, West 
Virginia, Averell was ordered to 
advance on Lewisburg from 
Moorefield in eastern West Virginia, 
at least one hundred twenty miles 
away as the crow flies—much 
farther in mountain distance. En 

route, Averell’s mounted force and 
Captain Chatham Ewing’s horse 
artillery were harassed constantly by 
bushwhackers. At Huntersville 
Averell’s men blew aside and 
scattered rebels commanded by Col. 
William Lowther “Mudwall” Jackson 
(1825–1890), a former lieutenant 
governor of Virginia whose 
nickname stems from his consistent 
battlefield ineptitude, in sharp 
contrast to his second cousin 
Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson, that 
paragon of Southern military 
brilliance. 

 Proceeding west on the James 
River and Kanawha Turnpike (Route 
60), Averell’s twenty-eight hundred 
men reached the narrow valley 
approaching the famed resort and 
mineral springs. Awaiting Averell 
behind hastily assembled barricades 
at the “T” intersection of the 
turnpike and Anthony’s Creek Road 
(WV Rt. 92) was a brigade and 
Chapman’s battery commanded by 
Colonel George Smith Patton, 
graduate of Virginia Military 
Institute, native of Richmond but 
raised in Charleston, West Virginia, 
and grandfather of illustrious, 
eccentric, and controversial WWII 
Gen. George S. Patton Jr.* 
 Averell immediately assailed 
Patton’s dismounted fighters but 
was repelled after repeated charges 
left, right, and center that devolved 
into desperate hand-to-hand 
combat. After the first day’s fighting, 

(continued on page 5) 
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 With your support, 
we raised $17 from the March book 
raffle. Thank you! 

both sides decided to stay on the 
field. But by 11:00 a.m. the next day, 
Averell, short on ammunition, 
decided it was hopeless. Union 
soldiers conducted a brilliant 
fighting retreat, leapfrogging each 
other until they had fallen back six 
to eight miles. Rebel attempts at 
pursuit were fruitless. 
 Among the federals killed in 
action was Captain Paul Baron von 
Konig, a German immigrant and 
Averell’s aide de camp, who was 
felled while leading an assault on 
the rebel right flank. A modest 
marker stands at the approximate 
site of his death. His final resting 
place is unknown. It is known that 

some sixteen slain Confederates are 
buried in an obscure plot on the 
grounds of the famed Greenbrier 
resort. 
 So, Patton fended off Averell’s 
raid, the law books were shipped to 
Richmond, the railroad survived 
intact, and West Virginia continued 
to be a killing field of irregulars, 
partisans, and bushwhackers. 
 But Averell would go on to stage 
many subsequent operations. And 
these two commanders would meet 
again, at the decisive Battle of 
Opequon, better known as Third 
Winchester—a pivotal Union victory 
in 1864 that all but eliminated 
Confederate opposition in the 

Shenandoah Valley and opened the 
valley to Union devastation. General 
Philip (Little Phil) Sheridan boasted 
that when he was finished, a crow 
flying over the valley would have to 
bring his own “provender.” 
 Neither Patton nor Averell would 
survive Third Winchester, one in life, 
the other militarily. Patton was killed 
in a massive, crushing Union cavalry 
charge and is buried at Winchester. 
The vindictive, volcanic Sheridan 
stripped Averell of his command in 
the field, a humiliating slap that left 
Averell inconsolable. Averell’s 
military career was over. He did not 
fight another day. But after the war 
Averell amassed an enormous 
fortune as one of the original patent 
holders of asphalt pavement and 
developed a type of insulation for 
early electric wiring. 
 
* If famed WWII General Patton is 
the grandson of the original George 
S. Patton, shouldn’t the grandson be 
the Third instead of Junior. Yes, but . 
. . here’s what happened. When the 
original Patton was killed in 1864, 
his eleven-year-old son George 
Edward Patton asked his mother if 
he could take his father’s name in 
order to honor him. His mother 
consented, and the son took his 
father’s name. His son, thus, was 
named Junior. 

  
 

 

 Frank A. O’Reilly graduated from 
Washington and Lee University in 
1987. He joined the National Park 
Service at the Fredericksburg and 
Spotsylvania National Military Park, 
and then worked briefly at 
Independence Hall in Philadelphia 
before returning to Fredericksburg in 
1990 as the permanent historian for 
the “Stonewall” Jackson Shrine. 
O’Reilly has also served as a 
historical consultant for the City of 
Fredericksburg. His latest book, The 
Fredericksburg Campaign: Winter 
War on the Rappahannock, received 
a 2003 nomination for the Pulitzer 
Prize in Letters. It was released by 
LSU Press in December 2002, and 
has won the 2002 Capital District 
(Albany, New York) Book Award; the 
2003 James I. Robertson, Jr. Book 
Award; the 2004 Daniel Laney Book 
Award; and the 2004 Richard 
Barksdale Harwell Book Award. 
O’Reilly has written numerous 
articles on the Civil War and Mexican 
War and introductions to several 
books, including Phil Sheridan’s 
memoirs, William McCarter’s My Life 
in the Irish Brigade, and the History 
of the 1st Massachusetts Cavalry. In 
1993 he released a book on the 
Fredericksburg Campaign titled 
Stonewall Jackson at Fredericksburg. 
 O’Reilly has appeared in a 
number of video documentaries and 
lectured extensively on military 
history to audiences around the 
world. He recently presented in 
Oxford, United Kingdom, on the 
bicentennial of Robert E. Lee’s birth 
and the sesquicentennial of the 
beginning of the war in 1861. 

(continued on page 6) 
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 Ohioan Wayne Motts has been 
named CEO of the National Civil War 
Museum in Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania. For the past eight 
years, Motts has been executive 
director of the Adams County 
Historical Society in Gettysburg. His 
expertise about the Civil War (Motts 
is a licensed battlefield guide at 
Gettysburg) and his proven ability to 
raise funds were just two factors in 
his being chosen from more than 
one hundred candidates.  
 Motts has authored several Civil 
War-related works, including Trust 
in God and Fear Nothing, a 
biography of Confederate General 
Lewis A. Armistead.   
 Motts is also the son of Warren 
Motts, founder of Motts Military 
Museum in Groveport. 
   

 O’Reilly is currently researching a 
book on the Battle of Malvern Hill 
and the Seven Days’ Campaign. 
 The Seven Days’ Battles around 
Richmond heralded the emergence 
of Robert E. Lee, but Lee was not 
happy with the results. His 

elaborate plans for concentrating 
his forces at the point of attack had 
failed repeatedly—fortunately, his 
opponent was George B. McClellan, 
a general more gifted at siegecraft 
than combat. As the running battle 
shifted south across the Virginia 
peninsula, Lee changed his 
emphasis from defending Richmond 
to annihilating the Union army. 
Upset, sick, and frustrated, Lee 
lashed out at McClellan’s army at 
Malvern Hill on July 1, 1862, before 
his opportunity disappeared 
altogether.   
 Malvern Hill was in many ways 
the most dreadful encounter of the 
Seven Days’ Battles—it was a battle 
that probably should have never 
been fought, but ironically, a battle 
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Round Table Officers 
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    740-363-9542 
    zeteman@yahoo.com 
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    614-263-6815 
    sherylt67@yahoo.com 
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    614-866-6766 
    npeters102@aol.com 
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War Council Members 
Brian Hall,  
War Council Commander 
Ed Chapdelaine 
Greg Drakulich 
Lowell Fauver 
Wendy Peters 

the Confederates won in spite of 
themselves simply because the 
Northern commander retreated 
from victory. The strategic victory 
solidified the revolution in 
Confederate nationhood, but the 
horror of Malvern Hill would haunt 
Lee’s Confederates for the rest of 
their lives. 
 
 


