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Greetings, 
 Thanks to all who attended and 
participated in last meeting’s tour of 
Civil War battlefields. It was very 
interesting to have insights from 
people who have seen many of the 
battlefields and learn their 
preferences. Antietam and 
Gettysburg were overwhelming 
favorites. Special thanks to Jamie 
Ryan who emceed the meeting and 
got so many attendees to 
participate.  
 I look forward to hearing Jamie’s 
presentation on the Camden 
Expedition.  
  

date:  
Wednesday, February 13, 2013 
time: 

7:00 p.m. 
location:  
Towers Hall, Room 318 
Otterbein University  
Westerville, OH  43281 
speaker/topic:  
Jamie Ryan—Camden Expedition 

this month’s meeting 

 

Puzzler:  What was 
known as  “Bragg’s  
Body Guard”? 
 
Answer:  Body lice. Eww. 

 

 One of my favorite movies is The 
Searchers, a 1956 film directed by 
John Ford. In it, John Wayne plays 
Ethan Edwards, a Confederate 
veteran who goes in search of nieces 
who had been kidnapped by Indians. 
After Edwards finds one of them 
murdered, he is asked, “Did they? 
Was she?” The Duke responds with 
some of his most memorable 
dialogue: 
 “What do you want me to do? 
Draw you a picture? Don’t ever ask 
me! Long as you live, don’t ever ask 
me more!”  
 A boy’s historical perspective is 
shaped by what he learns in school 
and sees on television. The first gave 
only an overview, and the second 
came contaminated with fiction and 
artistic license. Hollywood’s 
message, according to what I 
watched, was that the Indians were 
savages and got what they deserved. 
 My literary introduction to the 
Indian Wars was abrupt, abrasive, 

(continued on page 2) 

 

 With your support, 
we raised $21 from the January book 
raffle. Thank you! 
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thought Calley was railroaded at My 
Lai. I was the son of a veteran and 
understood the thousand-yard stare. 
I lived in the same house with post-
traumatic stress. But I couldn’t make 
peace with the Indian Wars vet. My 
ears were closed. The calumets were 
in permanent storage. These 
soldiers were villains. Period. End of 
story. 
 Early in the reading of Bury My 
Heart at Wounded Knee, I became 
acquainted with the phrase Manifest 
Destiny, a policy invented by 
politicians to justify burglary, broken 
promises, and bloodshed. Brown 
writes, “The Europeans and their 
descendants were ordained by 
destiny to rule all of America. They 
were the dominant race and 
therefore responsible for the 
Indians—along with their lands, 
their forests, and their mineral 
wealth.” 
 How convenient! 
 A couple of years back, Round 
Table member Eric Johnson 
informed me that he was deep into 
a project. He wanted to document 
every American soldier who died 
between 1865–1898, from the end 
of the Civil War to the start of the 
Spanish-American War. These were 
the soldiers of Manifest Destiny. 
 I had some serious doubts about 
this undertaking and asked myself 
the proverbial “Has he bitten off 
more than he can chew?” In my 
mind, this was akin to eating a 
“Thurmanator” solo without a doggy 
bag. I wondered if he had carefully 
considered this decision. His plate 
would certainly crack and probably 
break.  
 I shouldn’t have worried. Nine 
years of meticulous research 
culminated in a reference 

and rude. It was without a welcome 
mat or friendly handshake. I was hit 
by a sucker punch and shoved hard 
across the threshold. Here’s your 
Zippo scarecrow! John Wayne, shake 
hands with Russell Means. 
 Dee Brown’s Bury My Heart at 
Wounded Knee, published in 1970, is 
the haymaker that knocked the rose
-colored spectacles from my face. As 
the subtitle indicates, the book is 
“An Indian History of the American 
West,” covering many skirmishes, 

battles, and massacres. But 
Wounded Knee stood out as the 
most deplorable, the most 
nauseating. I was sickened at the 
carnage of women and children and 
galled that the U.S. government 
awarded twenty Medals of Honor to 
troopers involved in the action. In 
college I read Vine Deloria’s Custer 
Died for Your Sins: An Indian 
Manifesto, which exacerbated my 
previous hypertension. 
 I was reared during the era of the 
Vietnam War, probably our nation’s 
most unpopular hostility. The 
soldiers of that conflict, like those of 
the Indian Wars, returned home 
without pomp or parade. They 
dodged spit and were called “baby 
killers.” But I was in their corner. I 

masterpiece—No Greater Calling: A 
Chronological Record of Sacrifice and 
Heroism during the Western Indian 
Wars, 1865–1898. Any serious 
student of the American Indian Wars 
should have this book in his or her 
library. No backup violin here. It can 
sit in the first chair alongside 
Cozzens’ five-volume Eyewitness to 
the Indian Wars and Hammer’s Men 
with Custer. 
 No Greater Calling has an 
extensive bibliography, four 
informative appendices to be read 
and not ignored, and, my personal 
favorite, user friendly traditional 
footnotes. I do take issue with a 
couple of things—a lack of an 

acknowledgement section and 
extremely small font in the 
bibliography. Not very kind to old 
eyes, even those with bifocals. 
These problems are minor and do 
not hinder this work in any way. 
 In the forty-three years following 
the release of Dee Brown’s powerful 
book, my thinking has evolved from 
a static black or white to ever-
changing tones of gray. I appreciate 

(continued on page 3) 



3 

 

 

 “Bobby Krick, 
chief historian at 
the Richmond 
National Battlefield 
Park, took several 
of us on a detailed 

Seven Days battle tour several years 
ago. We stood in the middle of an 
open field at Frayser’s Farm, site of 
the Battle of Glendale on June 30, 
1862, along the edge of a seldom-
traveled road that followed the 
wartime road trace. Krick read to us 
a letter of a Union soldier, with the 
Pennsylvania reserves, I believe, 
who was defending Captain John 
Knieriem’s New York Battery C 
during A. P. Hill's assault. The soldier 
described fighting off various 
Confederate assaults from his 
position in the roadbed and then 
falling with a wound. As he lay 

to it. Lesser known is Fort Moultrie 
on Sullivan's Island, a fortification 
used from the American Revolution 
into World War II and where some 
of the first shots were fired. At the 
fort is the grave of Osceola, the 
Seminole Indian chief who was 
taken under flag of truce in Florida 
and sent to Moultrie to prevent his 
rescue or escape. Before burial 
Osceola’s head was removed and 

sent to a scientist-
collector.” 
 Paula Johnson 
recommended 
Manassas for 
beginners. Keith 
Krinn agreed but 

advised visitors to be aware of heavy 
D.C. commuter traffic in the late 
afternoon. 

 For the 
seasoned battle-
field visitor Pete 
Zuhars likes Pea 
Ridge National 
Military Park near 

Rogers, Arkansas, in the northwest 
corner of the state. Fought by 
26,000 combatants on March 7–8, 
1862, Pea Ridge saved Missouri for 
the Union. The 4,300-acre park is 
considered the most intact 
battlefield in the U.S. Perryville in 
Kentucky is also relatively pristine 
and a close second to Pea Ridge. 

 As for special 
moments Keith 
Krinn mentioned 
standing on Little 
Round Top at 
Gettysburg in the 
early morning 

viewing a podcast of the action 
there on July 2, 1863. Ed 
Chapdelaine, who has logged untold 
miles in his Civil War travels, recalled 

(continued on page 4) 

bleeding in the road, a Confederate 
battle line swept up and over the 
road, and the bottom edge of the 
Confederate battle flag trailed 
across his upturned face as the 
enemy captured his position,” Jamie 
Ryan related at the January meeting. 
 Such is the power and emotion 
evoked by many Civil War 
battlefields. And as Ryan pointed 
out, this sort of feeling is possible 
only with a well-marked site with 
signage and expert guidance and 
interpretation. A pristine site is just 
a field without some narrative to 
explain what happened. 
 Ryan moderated an open 
discussion among members by 
posing questions about various 
battlefield attributes. 

 Best place to 
start? Antietam 
was mentioned 
frequently in 
response to several 
questions. 
“Antietam is an 

excellent battlefield for a first visit,” 
said Jim Schultz. “The battle took 
place in one day in three separate 
locations, making it almost three 
separate battles that are somewhat 
easy to comprehend. Guides are 
very knowledgeable and reasonable, 
about $70 plus tip. 
 “I also recommend visiting 
Harper’s Ferry, about an hour’s drive 
from Antietam. Much of the town is 
well preserved, and even without 
the history, the beauty of the 

scenery is worth 
the trip. 
 “As to 
Charleston, South 
Carolina, where it 
all started, Fort 

Sumter is worth the boat excursion 

that the United States is continental, 
stretching from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific. I love driving across our 
beautiful country, “from sea to 
shining sea.” It’s the means with 
which I find fault. What a bloody 
doctrine! I have smoked the pipe 
and found peace with the soldiers  
of Manifest Destiny. In the final 
analysis, they were only following 
orders. They were doing their duty 
and deserve respect, recognition, 
and honor. Eric Johnson has given 
them that with No Greater Calling.  
I recommend it highly! 
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vastly underappreciated phase of 
the war in the Eastern Theater 
coincided with dramatic events in 
the Western Theater that largely 
shaped its conduct. 
 After Robert E. Lee’s defeated 
army returned to Virginia, it fell back 
through late July into its old position 
behind the Rapidan and 
Rappahannock Rivers in central 
Virginia. George Meade slowly and 
carefully followed at a respectable 
distance, careful not to expose any 
part of his army to a piecemeal 
counterattack. Meade had reason 
to be cautious; his First, Second 
and Third Corps were all led by new 
commanders (Newton, Warren, and 
French, respectively), and of his 
remaining four corps commanders, 
only John Sedgwick of the Sixth 
Corps was considered untainted by 
questionable conduct at Gettysburg 
and Chancellorsville. Furthermore, 
Meade was ordered by Henry 
Halleck and William Stanton to 
maintain a position near Culpepper 
centered on the Orange and 
Alexandria Railroad, which would 
serve as the army’s supply line, 
rather than be permitted to shuffle 

 (continued on page 5) 

climbing Big and Little Round Tops. 
Also, walking through the Slaughter 
Pen at Fredericksburg, Virginia, gave 
Chapdelaine “an appreciation of 
what the soldier saw. The ground 
appears flat from a distance, but it 
actually rolls.” Bob Boone recalled 
crossing Glorieta Pass in the Sangre 
de Cristo range east of Santa Fe, 
New Mexico, on Amtrak’s Southwest 
Chief. The battle, fought on March 
26–28, 1862, by about 2,500 
soldiers, is called “Gettysburg of the 
West” because Union units forced 
invading Confederates to retreat 
back into Texas. 

 Mark Jenkins 
recalled a thrilling 
experience. “I’ve 
long been a fan of 
the naval side of 
the war. I hadn’t 
realized there was 

anything left for me to visit until I 
read Ed Bearss’s Hardluck Ironclad: 
The Sinking and Salvage of the Cairo. 
Then it hit me like a thunderbolt 
that there was an ironclad I could 
actually go see,” he said. “Two 
weeks later I was standing next to 
the Cairo at Vicksburg. Because of 
the layout of the Vicksburg National 
Military Park, I had to drive through 
most of the battlefield to reach the 
Cairo, so the suspense kept building 
and building until I finally topped a 
rise, and there she was below me. I 
had to stop the car both to take a 
picture and because I was nearly too 
excited to keep the car on the road. 
A very dramatic moment for me.” 

 Vicksburg is also 
notable for its 
wealth of 
monuments, 
according to Mike 
Peters and Ken 

 
 

  
The Bristoe Campaign is the name 
given to the period of time from the 
end of the Gettysburg Campaign on 
July 14, 1863, when the Army of 
Northern Virginia slipped back 
across the Potomac River into the 
Old Dominion, and October 19, 
when the Army of the Potomac 
slipped back into its old fortifications 
around Centerville, Virginia. This 

Event #10 

McDonald. Ditto Chickamauga in 
northwest Georgia, part of the 
Chattanooga system. And don’t 
forget the bloodstains still visible on 
the floors of the Carnton House at 
Franklin, Tennessee, which served as 
a Confederate hospital. 
 So much to see and experience. 
So little time. 
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east to Fredericksburg, where 
Meade could use the various water 
arteries of eastern Virginia to feed 
his troops. By tying the Army of the 

Potomac to the 
railroad, Halleck 

and Stanton 
enhanced the 
ability of 
partisans 
such as John 
Mosby to 
have a huge 

influence on 
Meade’s 

decision making, 
and the Pennsylvanian was forced 
to detach the entire Eleventh Corps 
to protect his vulnerable supply 
ribbon by early August. (This is yet 
another example of a commander  
of the Army of the Potomac’s paving 
the way for the carte blanche 
treatment from Washington, D.C., 
that U.S. Grant would demand—and 
receive—when he came east in 
1864; Grant, of course, cut loose 
from the railroad early in the 
Overland Campaign and 
maneuvered to the east consistently 
throughout his campaign.)  
 As the contending armies sparred 
across the waterways of central 
Virginia, large events in Tennessee 
catalyzed those that would spark  
the combat phases of the Bristoe 
Campaign. In late July, William 
Rosecrans’s triumphant Army of the 
Cumberland seized Central 
Tennessee in the brilliant Tullahoma 
Campaign, sending Braxton Bragg’s 
Army of Tennessee back across its 
namesake river into northern 
Georgia and Alabama. Even more 
disconcerting to the Confederate 
government, Rosecrans did not stop 
and began a series of menacing 

moves that previewed an attempt to 
seize Chattanooga. Jefferson Davis 
summoned his cabinet, and (in an 
eerily similar situation to the 
meetings in May considering U. S. 
Grant’s incursion into Mississippi) 
asked Robert E. Lee to weigh in on a 
proposal to send some of his troops 
to retrieve the initiative in northern 
Georgia. Lee’s defeat at Gettysburg 
and Grant’s victory at Vicksburg 
robbed Lee of the credibility to stand 
up to the demands for a troops 
transfer; on September 8, James 
Longstreet began moving his First 
Corps south.  
 The Federal spy network in 
Virginia was much more robust by 
the summer of 1863 than it had 
been early in the war, and both 
George Meade and Washington, 
D.C., received word quickly of 
Longstreet’s move. Halleck ordered 
Meade to penetrate the river 
defenses to determine whether 
Longstreet had in fact departed for 
Georgia. Meade promised to move 
but took his time to assemble a 
force and organize the attack, asking 
constantly to be given permission to 
shift to Fredericksburg. Halleck and 
Stanton fumed; Lincoln considered 
the political ramifications of 
dismissing the man who had won 
the victory at Gettysburg but 
seemed unable to grasp the fruits  
of that victory. Sedgwick, leading a 
three-corps force screened by John 
Buford’s cavalry division, crossed the 
Rappahannock on September 18. 
However, he was ordered to halt his 
advance the next day when Meade 
received word that Lee was 
attempting to turn the left flank of 
the Federal forces upstream on the 
Rappahannock. Lee, of course, knew 
of the Confederate concentration of 

forces in northern Georgia and  
had been ordered to keep Meade 
occupied. In his normal fashion,  
Lee took this order as an 
opportunity to attack.  
 From this moment on, the 
campaign became one of move-
ment. On September 19 and 20,  
the Battle of Chickamauga raged  
in Georgia. As news of the great 

Confederate victory trickled in to 
Washington and Richmond, the 
Lincoln administration acted quickly, 
ordering Meade to send the 11th 
and 12th Corps to the rear from 
shipment to Chattanooga (and, to 
add insult to injury, appointing 
Meade’s predecessor Joe Hooker, 
seconded by Meade’s nemesis Dan 
Butterfield, to command the relief 
force). Lee continued to try to pull 
the same trick on George Meade 
that he had pulled on John Pope  
the year before, holding him on the 
Rapidan-Rappahannock line while 
sending a large force into the Fed-
eral rear. George Meade, perhaps 
timid and careful in the advance, 
proved to be nimble and decisive in 
retrograde maneuvers. Over the 
next three weeks, the Army of the 
Potomac was extracted from several 
potentially dangerous positions, 
each time leaving the flanking  

(continued on page 6) 
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How many national 
parks are named in 
honor of Abraham 

Lincoln? 

Event 

#10 

Confederate columns grasping 
nothing but a few stragglers. Lincoln, 
Halleck and Stanton did not agree 
with Meade’s Fabian strategy, but 
their criticisms were muted on 
October 14 when G. K. Warren’s 
Second Corps administered a sound 
defeat on A. P. Hill’s Third Corps at 
Bristoe Station. At the end of the 
campaign, Meade had been forced 
back to Centerville, but Lee did not 
have the logistical system to support 
his army along Bull Run and was 
forced to retreat back to the 
Rappahannock, destroying the 
railroad as he went. Meade followed 
in his footsteps, and the parties 
were back in their old positions 
astride the rivers of central Virginia 
by early November. 
 The Bristoe Campaign featured 
many large-scale cavalry actions, 
including two more battles at Brandy 
Station (how the mounted troopers 
must have come to hate the sight of 
those pretty fields) and the famed 
Buckland Races. It is well worth your 
time to read more about it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Second Battle of Sabine Pass 
took place on September 8, 1863, 
and was the result of a Union 
expedition into Confederate-
controlled Texas. 
 During the summer of 1863, the 
president of Mexico, Benito Juárez, 
was overthrown and replaced by the 
emperor Maximilian, whose 
allegiance was with France. France 

had been openly sympathetic to the 
Confederate States of America. Now 
that a French government existed 
just south of the Rio Grande, the 
Confederates hoped to establish a 
fruitful route of entry for supplies 
around the federal blockade. 
 President Lincoln was wary of 
Confederate intentions and sent an 
expedition into Texas to establish a 
military presence and to discourage 
Maximilian from opening trade with 
the Confederacy. The Federal force 
was under the command of Major 
General Nathaniel P. Banks. His 
original intent was to lead a 
combined army-navy expedition 
from the Mississippi River into the 
Red River. However, low water in 
the Red River prevented the Union 
gunboats from entering, so the 
expedition entered the Sabine River 
from the Gulf of Mexico. Banks 
ordered his subordinate, Major 
General William B. Franklin, to 
defeat a small Confederate 
detachment at Fort Griffin near the 
mouth of the river and capture 
Sabine City. The Confederate 
detachment consisted of forty-six 
infantrymen of the 1st Texas Heavy 
Artillery and six guns manned by the 
Jeff Davis Guards—all under the 

command of Lieutenant Richard 
“Dick” Dowling.  
 On the day of the battle, U.S. 
Navy Captain Frederick Crocker 
entered the Sabine River with four 
gunboats, accompanied by eighteen 
troop transports containing five 
thousand Federal infantrymen. 
Dowling’s Texans had previously 
placed stakes in the river to act as 
markers for cannon fire. As the 
Union convoy entered among the 
stakes, the Confederates opened 
fire with deadly accuracy and 
wrought havoc on the vessels. The 
Yankees were forced to withdraw 
down the river after having lost two 
gunboats and two hundred sailors 
captured. The Confederates did not 
suffer any casualties. 
 The Battle of Sabine Pass was of 
little tactical or strategic significance 
but was a great morale booster for 
the Confederacy and only made 
Texans all the more insufferable. 
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    614-794-1247 
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Adjutant General 
    614-939-4910 
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    614-866-6766 
    npeters102@aol.com 
Patty Barker 
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    614-985-3353 
Tim Maurice 
Webmaster 
    614-361-7313 
    Tim.Maurice@cardinalhealth.com 

2012-2013 COCWRT 

CALENDAR  

 
March 13, 2013 
 Mark Jenkins—Union Naval 
Officer Henry Walke 
 
April 10, 2013 
 Dale Phillips—Red River 
Campaign 
 
May 8, 2013 
 Kristopher White—
America’s Second Bloodiest 
Day: The Third Day at 
Chancellorsville 
 
June 12, 2013 
 Mel Maurer—Trans-MS 
Soldier Jesse James 
 
July 10, 2013 
 Phil Seyfrit—Battle of 
Richmond, Kentucky 
 
August 14, 2013 
 Eric Wittenberg—Ohio at 
Antietam 

 
 

Dates and speakers are subject to 
change. 

Confederate cavalry officered by 
such legendary leaders as John 
Marmaduke and Jo Shelby, Union 
volunteer regiments formed from 
freed slaves (the 1st and 2nd Kansas 
Colored Infantry), and Indians 
affiliated with the Confederate 
forces (the 1st and 2nd Chickasaw 
Mounted Rifles). The contending 
forces fought three pitched battles 
and numerous skirmishes over the 
forty days of the campaign. The 
campaign featured numerous 
incidents that would be categorized 
as war crimes today. 
 Ryan toured the battlefields of 
the Camden Expedition with fellow 
COCWRT members Mike Peters, Tim 

 

 The numbers for January 2013 are as follows:  
 
Beginning checkbook statement balance 1/1/2013 = $2,904.95 
January receipts = $561.00  
    ($450 Rodek Fund, $21 Jan meeting book raffle, $50 dues, $40 Ed’s cans) 
January expenses = $0  
Ending checkbook statement balance 1/31/2013 = $3,465.95 

  
 Jamie Ryan, 53, is a charter 
member of the Central Ohio Civil 
War Round Table and has served in 
every office and role the organi-
zation has to offer. Ryan has been 
interested in the Civil War since his 
parents took his family to 
Gettysburg in 1966, has read 
extensively on the conflict, and has 
visited many of the battlefields of 
the war. He loves visiting any place 
where the Fifth Corps of the Army of 
the Potomac fought. Ryan is a 
Brigade Color Bearer in the Civil War 
Trust.  
 Ryan has spoken to the Round 
Table on many topics over the years, 
but this month’s meeting will mark 
his first venture into the Trans-
Mississippi Theater. Ryan will discuss 
the Camden Expedition, the name 
given to the Federal offensive 
launched in late March of 1864 from 
Little Rock, Arkansas, an operation 
that a Unionist St. Louis newspaper 
accurately described as “a campaign 
of forty days in which nothing has 
been gained but defeat, hard blows, 
and poor fare.” The Camden 
Expedition featured hard-bitten 


