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Greetings, 
 Thanks to Mark Jenkins for last 
month’s presentation on Henry 
Walke and his role in the Civil War’s 
naval campaigns. 
 We should all find an opportunity 
to thank Mike Peters for his wonder-
ful role in providing speakers for our 
monthly meetings. The COCWRT’s 
programs are the core of our 
purpose, and Mike consistently gives 
us interesting and significant 
programs. Using outside speakers 
and often tapping our internal 
expertise, Mike insures we are 
satisfied each meeting. To appropri-
ately appreciate the quality of 
Mike’s service, we should consider 
how we would approach the task 
and responsibility of insuring a vital, 
interesting program each month. 
  Thanks, Mike, and a special 
thanks for standing in for me at this 
month’s meeting. 
 

 

date:  
Wednesday, April 10, 2013 
time: 

7:00 p.m. 
location:  
Towers Hall, Room 318 
Otterbein University  
Westerville, OH  43281 
speaker/topic:  
Dale Phillips—Red River Campaign 

this month’s meeting 

 

 No statue or monument stands 
to honor the exploits and notable 
accomplishments of Henry Walke. 
This is odd as Walke’s forty-six-year 
naval career, from 1827 to 1873, 
spanned two wars and the transition 
from sail to steam. During the Civil 
War Walke was just a cut below 
David Farragut, his mentor, and 
David Dixon Porter. 
 Not that Walke is forgotten. He 
produced a volume of reminiscences 
and a family history and contributed 
to Battles and Leaders before his 
death in 1896. But his legacy lives  
on principally through his works of 
art. Walke was a gifted artist and 
illustrator, who was rarely far from  
a canvas. He produced watercolors, 
sketches, drawings, maps, and 
lithographs of maritime scenes, 
shore installations, fleets, voyages, 
and battles.  

(continued on page 2) 

 

Puzzler:  At which battle is it 
estimated that between 8,000 
and 10,000 bullets were fired 
for every man killed? 
 
Answer:  Battle of First 
Manassas 
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Plantation on the Lynnhaven River in 
Princess Anne County (now Virginia 
Beach). The family moved to 
Chillicothe, Ohio, as Walke’s father 
sought to pursue his political 
ambitions in the new Ohio capital. 
 Unable to gain an appointment 
to West Point, Walke chose to go to 
sea. He was appointed a midship-
man in February 1827 and reported 
for duty at Gosport navy yard at 
Norfolk, Virginia. The Naval 
Academy did not exist; it was 
established in 1845. Aspiring officers 
learned their trade before the mast. 
Walke saw the sea and the world. 
 He cruised the Caribbean aboard 
the sloop Natchez in search of 
pirates. He made a voyage to the 
Mediterranean on the Ontario from 
August 1829 to November 1831. 
Walke received his warrant as a 
midshipman in July 1833 and was 
assigned to shore duty in Philadel-
phia in March 1834. Here he met 
and married Sarah, who died in 
1855, as did his second wife. Walke 
married a third time. 
 Between 1836 and June 1839, 
Walke sailed to the Pacific aboard 
the 74-gun ship of the line North 
Carolina, mainly along the western 
coast of South America. Aboard the 
sloop of war Boston as a lieutenant, 
Walke sailed to the East Indies 
before going ashore in 1843 for 
extended leave. He 
returned to the sea 
on the brig 
Bainbridge in May 
1844 for duty off the 
coast of Brazil. 
Returning home to 
New York in 1846 for 
a year of shore duty, 
Walke was called to 
sea for eight months 

 Round Table member Mark 
Jenkins of Westerville is filling the 
written historical void by writing a 
biography of Walke. Jenkins shared 
his research at the Round Table 
meeting in March. 
 What kind of person was Walke? 
“He was very reticent about talking 
about himself in his writings,” 
Jenkins said. “Even having written an 
entire book about his experiences in 

the river war, there’s very little of  
a personal nature in it. 
 “Superficially, he could be 
snappish and quarrelsome. And his 
artistic eye for detail also seems to 
have made him a perfectionist, likely 
not the easiest man to serve under. 
On the other hand, he’s frequently 
the target of adjectives in the 
records, such as ‘prompt, gallant, 
and cheerful’ and ‘a good, amiable 
man.’ 
 “He was personally courageous 
and audacious in his ship handling, 
except when restrained by orders 
from a superior officer. And he 
eagerly worked alongside army 
officers such as Grant and Sherman, 
giving them whatever cooperation 
he could.” 
 Henry Walke was born on 
Christmas Eve 1808 at Ferry 

of service aboard the Vesuvius in  
the Mexican War. The Vesuvius 
blockaded Laguna and supported 
landings at Tuxpan and Tabasco, 
actions that Walke depicted in 
several paintings. 
 Voyages, notably to the 
Mediterranean on the Cumberland, 
and shore duty consumed the 
1850s. Walke received his first 
independent command in 1859 on 
the ship Supply at Pensacola. When 
Florida seceded in January 1861 (the 
third Southern state to secede), 
Walke supported U.S. forces at Fort 
Pickens on Santa Rosa Island by 
landing troops and supplies to 
support the commanding officer 
who refused to surrender to rebel 
forces. Fort Pickens, which guarded 
the mouth of Pensacola Bay, was 
one of a handful of coastal forts that 
did not fall to Confederates. 
 In September 1861, Walke was 
ordered to St. Louis for special duty, 
and his Civil War action commenced. 
Walke took command of the Tyler, a 
gunboat in the army’s brown water 
western flotilla. He bombarded 
Confederate batteries in western 
Kentucky and supported U. S. Grant 
at Belmont, Missouri. In January 
1862, Walke took command of the 
ironclad Carondelet, the vessel he is 
most closely associated with. He 
helped take Forts Henry and  

(continued on page 3) 
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Brandy Station. The largest cavalry 
battle in the history of the Western 
Hemisphere was only the first of 
four separate battles that raged 
across the lush and beautiful 
countryside near Culpepper, 
Virginia. The combination of the 
confluence of roads, railroads, and 
river fords guaranteed Brandy the 
distinction of being the Belgium of 
Central Virginia.  
 The first battle took place on 
June 9, 1863, and in many ways 
inaugurated the Gettysburg 
Campaign. Tactically, the battle 
occurred because Army of the 
Potomac commander Joe Hooker 
wanted intelligence on the 
movements of the infantry of the 
Army of Northern Virginia, which 
was absenting itself from its old 
Fredericksburg entrenchments (on 
its way to the Shenandoah Valley 
and eventually Pennsylvania). 
Psychologically, Brandy Station 
represented the first of many 
surprises that would occur to the 
confident Confederate army over 
the next six weeks.  
 Brandy Station, like many Civil 
War battles, was a model of poor 
strategic generalship on both sides. 
J. E. B. Stuart was caught with his 
guard down and his troopers 
scattered haphazardly after 
conducting “grand reviews” the 
previous few days. On the Union 
side, Alfred Pleasanton attacked the 
Confederate cavalry as if his mission 
was to locate and destroy the 
Confederate mounted arm;  

(continued on page 4) 
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 It’s time to pay your membership 
dues. If you’ve forgotten, dues are 

$25 for individuals 
$35 for families 
$15 for students 

 What a BARGAIN! What a VALUE! 
For less than one cup of coffee,  
each month members enjoy 
listening to knowledgeable, well-
known speakers, have thought-
provoking discussions with well-
read, informed, fellow Civil War 
enthusiasts, participate in various 
round table trips and events that 
pop up throughout the year, and 
receive this fabulous newsletter. 
 Membership dues fund the 
above and more, so bring those 
checkbooks (or cash) to the April 
meeting! If you prefer, you may send 
your dues to the following address: 
 
Central Ohio Civil War Round Table 

P.O. Box 471 
Lewis Center, OH 4035-0471 

Donelson guarding the Tennessee 
and Cumberland rivers and later 
supported Union victories at Island 
#10 and New Madrid. Walke sailed 
down the Mississippi, helping take 
Memphis. Facing off against the ram 
CSS Arkansas, the Carondelet was 
heavily damaged. The Arkansas was 
able to make it to Vicksburg despite 
damage suffered from Walke’s old 
ship the Tyler. The Arkansas’s crew 
destroyed the vessel to prevent her 
capture. 
 In August 1862, Walke was pro-
moted to captain and given com-
mand of the ironclad ram Lafayette 
in early 1863. During April-June 
1863, the Lafayette dashed past 
Vicksburg, dueled with shore 
batteries at Grand Gulf, and briefly 
blockaded the mouth of the Red 
River. In July Walke departed the 
rivers for the East Coast. In 
September he was transferred to 
the screw sloop Sacramento, which 
he commanded for the remainder  
of the war. The Sacramento cruised 
the north Atlantic and the South 
American coast in search of Con-
federate commerce raiders, mainly 
the Alabama. In August 1865, Walke 
was detached from his command 
and returned home. 
 Walke was promoted to 
commodore in July 1866 and 
commanded the naval station at 
Mound City, Illinois. He was pro-
moted to rear admiral in July 1870 
and placed on the retired list in April 
1871. However, he performed 
special assignments for David Porter, 
the senior admiral of the Navy. 
Finally, he was retired in April 1873 
and returned to Brooklyn, New York, 
to a life of writing and painting. He 
died March 8, 1896, and is buried in 
Green Wood Cemetery in Brooklyn. 

 The navy named three ships in 
his honor. The third USS Walke  
(DD 723) was launched in 1943 and 
participated in the Normandy 
invasion and many Pacific battles.  
In January 1945 at Luzon, the Walke 
was badly damaged in a kamikaze 
attack. The ship’s commanding 
officer, Commander George Davis, 
was severely burned and died 
shortly thereafter. He was awarded 
the Medal of Honor posthumously. 
 The Walke survived and earned 
six battle stars in World War II, four 
in the Korean War and seven in 
Vietnam. The ship was scrapped in 
1975. 
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unfortunately, his mission was to 
confirm the presence of 
Confederate infantry in the 
Culpepper area, a task in which he 
signally failed. 
 But the battle itself was a tactical 
masterpiece of improvisation and 
initiative that would characterize  
the high water mark of Civil War 
battlefield performance that was 
exhibited throughout various 
theaters of the war during 1863.  
The amateur volunteer forces of 
1861 had been winnowed and 
honed during the first horrific 
struggles during 1862, and they 
became deadly serious about 
learning their new business. Being 
mostly newcomers to the military, 
the soldiers and their field officers 
were less shackled to the tactics and 
ideology of the past, and thus devel-
oped new tactical responses to the 
change in conditions caused by the 
technological improvements in fire 
arms and ammunition. The armies  
of 1863 were also the last of the 
forces to be mainly imbued with the 
enthusiasm and patriotic devotion 
of the heady days of 1861 and the 
more sober determination of the 
1862 volunteers. After 1863 the 

armies became more conscript 
heavy and exhibited less élan and 
innovation than did the forces of 
1863. 
 Nowhere was the improvement 
in the rival forces more vividly 
displayed than at Brandy Station. 
The federal forces caught the 
Confederates unaware and bulled 
into them with dash and courage at 
St. James Church and Fleetwood Hill. 
J. E. B Stuart and his lieutenants 
reacted with calm alacrity, bluffing 
at Stevensburg, holding the line at 
St. James Church, and counter-
attacking savagely at Fleetwood Hill. 
The fact that the battle raged for 
hours tells you more about the 
quality of cavalry forces that had 
been created by 1863 than anything 
else. Can anyone imagine the Laurel 
Brigade of 1862 standing up to this 
kind of punishment, or the dandified 
federal cavalry of 1861 actually 
replenishing ammunition and 
returning to the fight?  
 I do not have the space here to 
give a full blow-by-blow account as a 
fight as huge as Brandy Station, and 
there is no way I could do it justice in 
this column. I thank my good friend 
and fellow Round Table member Eric 

Wittenberg for enlightening us on its 
many details and great stories, and I 
recommend his works to our 
members who want to know more.  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

The Lawrence Massacre. On August 
21, 1863, Confederate Lieutenant 
Colonel William C. Quantrill led a 
force of about 300 to 400 partisans 
in an attack on the city of Lawrence, 
Kansas. Quantrill’s motive was 
retaliation for a Union raid on 
Osceola, Missouri. His men killed 
civilians—men and boys—and 
destroyed many of the buildings. He 
held the town several hours and 
then withdrew. The “Lawrence 
Massacre” was, perhaps, the most 
extreme example of the vicious 
Kansas-Missouri border warfare. The 
attack targeted Lawrence due to the 
town's long support of abolition and 
its reputation as a center for Redlegs 
and Jayhawkers, free-state militia 
and vigilante groups known for 
attacking and destroying farms and 
plantations in Missouri’s pro-slavery 
western counties. 
 Quantrill assembled his troops in 
Missouri about noon on August 20 
and started toward Kansas about 
2:00 p.m. They crossed the border 
between five and six o’clock and 
struck directly across the prairie 
toward Lawrence. He passed 
through Gardner, on the old Santa 
Fe wagon road, about eleven o’clock 
at night. Here they burned a few 
houses and killed one or two 

(continued on page 5) 
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citizens. They passed through 
Hesper, ten miles southeast of 
Lawrence, between two and three 
o’clock. The moon was now down, 
the night was very dark, and the 
road doubtful. They took a little boy 
from a house on Captain’s Creek and 
compelled him to guide them into 
Lawrence. They entered Franklin 
with the first glimmer of day. They 
passed quietly through, lying upon 
their horses, so as to attract as little 
attention as possible. The command, 
however, was distinctly heard: “Rush 
on, boys, it will be daylight before 
we are there! We ought to have 
been there an hour ago.”  
 From there it began to grow light, 
and they travelled faster. When they 
first sighted Lawrence, they stopped. 
Two horsemen were sent ahead to 
see that all was quiet in town. The 
horsemen rode through the town 
and back without attracting 
attention. Quantrill and his troops 
then proceeded rapidly but 
cautiously. At the house of the Rev. 
S. S. Snyder, a gang turned aside 
from the main body, entered his 
yard and shot him. Snyder was a 
prominent minister among the 
United Brethren. He held a 
commission as lieutenant in the 
Second Colored Regiment, which 

probably accounts for their 
malignity. 
 The rebels were seen 
approaching by several persons in 
the outskirts of the town, but in the 
dimness of the morning and the 
distance, they were supposed to be 
Union troops. Quantrill’s main body 
moved forward until they came to 
the high ground facing Main Street 
when the command was given “Rush 
on to the town!” Instantly they 
rushed forward with the yell of 
demons. The attack was perfectly 
planned. Every man knew his place. 
Detachments scattered to every 
section of the town, and it was done 
with such promptness and speed 
that before people could gather the 
meaning of their first yell, every part 
of the town was full of Confed-
erates. They flowed into every 
street. Eleven rushed up to Mount 
Oread, from which all the roads 
leading into town could be seen for 
several miles. These soldiers kept 
watch of the surrounding country so 
as not to be caught unawares should 
help arrive.  
 Another and larger squad struck 
for the west part of the Lawrence, 
while the main body, by two or 
three converging streets, made for 
the hotel. They first came upon a 
group of recruits for the 14th Kansas 
Infantry. On these they fired as they 
passed, killing seventeen out of 
twenty-two. This attack did not in 
the least check the speed of the 
general advance. A few turned aside 
to run down and shoot fugitive 
soldiers, but the company rushed on 
at the command “To the hotel,” 
which could be heard all over 
Lawrence. In all the bloody scenes 
that followed, nothing equaled, in 
wildness and terror, that which then 

presented itself. The horsemanship 
of the guerrillas was perfect. They 
rode with that ease and abandon 
which are acquired only by a life 
spent in the saddle amid desperate 
scenes. Their horses scarcely 
seemed to touch the ground, and 
the riders shot at every house and 
man they passed, and yelled like 
demons at every bound. On each 
side of this stream of fire, men fell 
dead and wounded, and women and 
children ran and screamed—some 
were trying to escape from danger, 
and some were rushing to the side 
of their murdered friends. 
 Over the next four hours, the 
raiders pillaged and set fire to the 
town and killed most of its male 
population. Quantrill’s men burned 
to the ground a quarter of the 
buildings in Lawrence, including all 
but two businesses. They looted 
most of the banks and stores and 
killed between 185 and 200 men 
and boys. By 9:00 a.m., the raiders 
were on their way out of town, 
evading the few units that came in 
pursuit and splitting up so as to 
avoid Union pursuit of a unified 
column. 
 The principal target of the raid, 
Senator James Lane, who had been 
responsible for the Osceola Raid two 
years earlier, escaped death by 
racing through a cornfield in his 
nightshirt. 

 

 With your support, 
we raised $44 from the March book 
raffle. Thank you! 
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 In the early spring of 1864, the 
new overall commander of the 
Federal forces, General U. S. Grant, 
was determined to bring the full 
weight of all his available resources 
against the Confederates. General 
George Meade’s Army of the 
Potomac was to advance on 
Richmond, supported by other 
Union thrusts up the Shenandoah 
Valley and James River. General 
William Sherman’s forces were to 
advance from Chattanooga toward 
Atlanta. This left only the Army of 
the Gulf under General Nathaniel 
Banks without a clear objective. 
Most thought it would be the 
Confederate port of Mobile, but 
instead the army was ordered to 
advance up the Red River Valley 
with Shreveport, Louisiana, being its 
primary target. The objectives of 
the campaign were many. The 
primary reason was the seizure of 
masses of cotton needed by 
northern mills. Another objective 
was the destruction of the 
Confederate forces and military 
support facilities in the upper Red 
River region. There was the 
additional political objective of 
trying to return as much of 
Louisiana to the Union before the 
1864 election.  
 A powerful Union army and 
naval force was assembled under 
the command of Banks and Admiral 
David Dixon Porter. Opposing this 
force was a much smaller Confed-
erate army under the command of 
Richard Taylor. Dale Phillips, our 
April speaker, will present us with 
the successes and failures of both 
commanders. He will discuss the 

route of the Union forces as they 
advanced from the mouth of the 
Red River to within twelve miles of 
Shreveport. He will examine and 
discuss the mistakes and the results 
of this very unique campaign.  
 Phillips will take a special look at 
Alexandria, Louisiana. During the 
Civil War, Alexandria was a major 
city on the Red River because it was 
a portage point around a series of 
huge rapids that, at times of low 
water, blocked the river. These 
rapids would also play a key role in 
the Civil War story.  Phillips’s 
program will open with the assault 
on Fort DeRussey.  It will then follow 
the route of the advancing Union 
forces to Alexandria, Natchitoches, 
and Mansfield. He will discuss the 
battlefield at Mansfield, where on 
April 8, 1864, General Richard Taylor 
halted his retreat and inflicted a 
devastating defeat upon the Federal 
forces. Next came Pleasant Hill, 
where on April 9, 1864, the largest 
battle of the campaign was waged. 
Even though Pleasant Hill was a 
Union victory, it so unnerved 
General Banks that he ordered his 
forces to retreat.  
 The presentation will then cover 
the Union forces’ return to 
Alexandria where they found the 
Red River too low for their fleet to 
cross the rapids. Engineer Joseph 
Bailey entered the picture and 
supervised the construction of a 
series of dams that would eventually 
allow the Union fleet to escape. 
Phillips will discuss the entire retreat 
route and the battlefields on which 
Taylor attempted to block the Union 
withdrawal and destroy the Army of 
the Gulf. The presentation will 
include the engagements at Blair's 
Landing, Monett's Ferry, Mansura, 

and Yellow Bayou. The program will 
end with the conclusion of the 
campaign on the banks of the 
Atchafalaya River. It was there that  
a bridge of river steamers tied 
together by Engineer Joseph Bailey 
allowed the Union forces to 

complete their escape from the 
pursing Confederates. 
 Dale Phillips comes to us from his 
current position as superintendent 
of the Lincoln Home National 
Historic Site in Springfield, Illinois. 
He has written numerous articles on 
U.S. military history for various 
publications. He also works as a 
guide/lecturer for the Delta Queen 
Steamboat Company, Civil War 
round tables, and other history 
touring organizations. Phillips’s area 
of expertise is from the colonial 
period (French and Indian War) 
through the American Civil War. 
 He is a native of New Jersey and 
earned his BA in American History 
from York College of Pennsylvania in 
1978. Phillips began working for the 
National Park service as an 
interpreter at Gettysburg in 1976. 
He has also held positions as law 
enforcement ranger for the Army 

 (continued on page 7) 
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2013 COCWRT 

CALENDAR  

 
May 8, 2013 
 Kristopher White—
America’s Second Bloodiest 
Day: The Third Day at 
Chancellorsville 
 
June 12, 2013 
 Mel Maurer—Trans-MS 
Soldier Jesse James 
 
July 10, 2013 
 Phil Seyfrit—Battle of 
Richmond, Kentucky 
 
August 14, 2013 
 Keith Kehlbeck—The Towles 
Brothers 

 
September 11, 2013 
 Harold George—A Visit to 
Arlington National Cemetery 

 
October 9, 2013 
 Chris Hartley—Stoneman’s 
Raid 
 
November 13, 2013 
 Charlie Knight—New Market 
 

 
Unless otherwise noted, all 

meetings are held at  
7:00 p.m. 

Towers Hall, Room 318  
Otterbein University  

Westerville, OH  43281. 
 

Dates and speakers are subject to 
change. 

Corps of Engineers at Lake 
Shelbyville, Illinois; interpretive 
ranger at Fort Sumter, Charleston, 
South Carolina; supervisory park 
ranger/historian at Chickamauga/
Chattanooga National Military Park; 
unit manager of the Chalmette 
(Battle of New Orleans site) Unit of 
Jean Lafitte National Historical Park; 
unit manager of the Acadian Unit of 
Jean Lafitte; and superintendent of 
the George Rogers Clark National 
Historical Park. 
 Phillips is married to the former 
Carol Patton Bernstein of Shreve-
port, Louisiana. He has one 
daughter, Laura, who attends 
college in Phoenix, Arizona.  
 

 The city council acted quickly 
because it heard that Representative 
Steve McDaniel introduced a bill in 
the Tennessee legislature that would 
“prohibit renaming any parks or 
monuments honoring war veterans 
including Confederates.” In addition 
to renaming Forest Park, the council 
also renamed Confederate Park and 
Jefferson Davis Park before the bill 
could be passed.  
 Ed wrote a letter to Rep. 
McDaniel in support of the 
“Tennessee Heritage Preservation 
Act.” In the letter, Ed calls the 
renaming of Forest Park “a travesty 
of history” and says he looks 
forward to hearing “how the State 
of Tennessee is able to stand up to 
these people who want to rewrite 
HISTORY.” 
 Rep. McDaniel replied to Ed on 
March 27, 2013, saying “I am 
pleased to report that the legislation 
passed both the House and Senate 
and has been transmitted to the 
Governor for his signature.” 

 Changes like those taking place in 
Memphis are happening more 
frequently across the South as views 
shift toward finding a “common 
ground” history rather than the “lost 
cause” history traditionally 
represented. A discussion of both 
sides of this issue might be fodder 

 (continued on page 8) 

 

 COCWRT member Ed 
Chapdelaine called me this week-
end with a story for the War 
Correspondent. After reading the 
follow-up Wall Street Journal article 
and correspondence Ed sent via the 
USPS, I’ve decided it deserves a 
place in the newsletter, but perhaps 
not in the way Ed had envisioned. 
 This is Ed’s story: Recently, the 
Wall Street Journal ran an article by 
Cameron McWhirter about how the 
Memphis City Council voted to 
change the name of Nathan Bedford 
Forest Park to Health Sciences Park 
in light of shifting public views about 
civil rights and the perspective of 
some that a park named after Forest 
condones his behavior and values. A 
large statue of the general mounted 
on a horse stands in the park, along 
with the graves of Forest and his 
wife. 
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Round Table Officers 
Jim Schultz 
General-in-Chief 
    614-794-1247 
    1jim1@att.net 
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    740-879-3944 
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Tom Ayres 
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    614-866-6766 
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Patty Barker 
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    614-985-3353 
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Webmaster 
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War Council Members 
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War Council Commander 
Ed Chapdelaine 
Greg Drakulich 
Lowell Fauver 
Wendy Peters 

 

Which famous Union 
commander and his army 

lost every battle, every 
campaign, and every 

engagement they fought? 

 

 The numbers for March 2013 are as follows:  
 
Beginning checking account ledger balance 3/1/2013 = $3,513.58 
March receipts = $214.00  
    ($44 Mar meeting book raffle, $170 dues) 
March expenses = $14.88 to Sheryl Taylor for newsletter expenses  
Ending checking account ledger balance 3/31/2013 = $3,712.70 

for another article, but that’s not the 
question Ed’s story raised for me. 
Cynically (?), I wondered what would 
have happened if the Memphis City 
Council had allowed a corporation or 
other entity or purchase the naming 
rights to rename Nathan Bedford 
Forest Park and it became Coca-Cola 
Park or Marathon Park. Would the 
Wall Street Journal have even 
covered the story?  
 This past week I heard a stunning 
piece on the radio that claimed the 
Lincoln Home National Historic Site 
would be renamed after a local car 
dealership as a way to combat the 
decreases in federal funding for 
maintenance and upkeep. My hope 
is this was an April Fool’s joke, but it 
certainly gave me pause. Will this 
farce become a legitimate national 
issue in the near future as financial 
support for our parks and 
monuments continues to decrease? 
Will we be visiting Target Grand 
Canyon or Budweiser Geyser at 
Yosemite within the decade? 
 I am a baseball history fan, and 
while advertising has walked hand- 
in-hand with the sport from its 
beginning, it has bugged me to no 
end to see the renaming of old 
ballparks. If they must be rebuilt in 

the interest of safety, fine, but to 
replace such venerable names as 
Comiskey Park, Candlestick Park, 
and Forbes Field with the uninspired 
U.S. Cellular Field, AT&T Park, and 
PNC Park by allowing the purchase 
of naming rights seems to be selling 
out on the romanticism of the game. 
Ballparks are “historic places” too, at 
least in my mind. Their very names 
call to mind the historic—and often 
nationally significant—events and 
men who participated in them. But 
when corporate sponsors bring their 
corporate dollars to historic ball-
parks and national monuments, no 
one submits bills to Congress to 
preserve their historic place names. 
Will anyone object if a corporate 
sponsor wants purchase naming 
rights for a Civil War battlefield? Will 
our round table be touring the 
Trump Battlefield in Gettysburg 
soon? Food for thought, everyone. 

--The Editor 


