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Greetings, 
 I’ll start with a special thanks to 
Jamie Ryan for last week’s Camden 
Campaign presentation. I am 
amazed at Jamie’s knowledge, which 
allowed him to create the maps he 
used, since no published maps are 
available. Also thanks to Tim 
Maurice for his professional effort in 
preparing the visual presentation. 
We are blessed with many experts in 
many fields, and their participation 
makes the round table what it is. 
Thanks to all. 
 Please remember to bring your 
dues up to date and provide us with 
the information we need to prepare 
a membership roster.  
Look forward to 
seeing you on the 
13th.  

 

date:  
Wednesday, March 13, 2013 
time: 

7:00 p.m. 
location:  
Towers Hall, Room 318 
Otterbein University  
Westerville, OH  43281 
speaker/topic:  
Mark Jenkins—Union Naval Officer 
Henry Walke 

this month’s meeting 

 

 

 Join the round table’s own  
Eric Wittenberg, along with Ed 
Bearss, Jeffry Wert, and other Civil 
War experts on an in-depth bus  
tour of important cavalry sites at 
Gettysburg. Stops include East 
Cavalry Field, Buford at Gettysburg, 
and Farnsworth’s Charge. The tour  
is October 4–6, 2013. Visit 
www.chambersburgcivilwarseminars
.org or call (717) 264-7101 for tour 
information or to register. 

 

 With your support, 
we raised $26 from the February 
book raffle. Thank you! 

 

Puzzler:  How many national 
parks are named in honor of 
Abraham Lincoln? 
 
Answer:  5—Abraham 
Lincoln Birthplace 
National Historic Site 
(KY), Lincoln Boyhood 
Home National 
Memorial (IN), Ford’s 
Theatre National 
Historic Site (Washington, D.C.), 
Lincoln Home National Historic 
Site (IL), Lincoln Memorial 
(Washington, D.C.). Mount 
Rushmore National Memorial 
(SD) could be counted as a 6th. 
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 By the fall of 1863, Union forces 
controlled the Mississippi and 
Arkansas Rivers following the fall of 
Vicksburg and Little Rock. But in the 
hinterlands and backwoods of 
Arkansas, Louisiana, and Texas, 
Confederate forces and partisans 
ruled. 
 The stage was set for Union 
armies to consolidate their 
footholds and secure these three 
states. In what became known as 
the Red River Campaign, conceived 
by Major General Nathaniel Banks in 
New Orleans and the War 
Department, Banks would proceed 
up the Red River to Shreveport 
where he would be joined by Major 
General Frederick Steele, a 
classmate of Ulysses S. Grant at 
West Point, who was to march south 
from Little Rock. Together they 
would march into and subdue Texas. 

forces from crossing the Little 
Missouri River at Elkins Ferry 
(Okolona) on April 3. The next day 
rebels withdrew sixteen miles south 
to Prairie DeAnn. On April 6 came 
welcome news: Thayer’s Frontier 
Division was at Hot Springs to the 
north. Steele waited for him, as his 
soldiers consumed more of their 
scarce rations. Steele sent word to 
Little Rock for more supplies. On 
April 9 Thayer finally arrived, 
bringing the Union’s effective  
forces to 10,400. 
 Meanwhile, a Texas cavalry 
brigade, part of Maxey’s division 
from Indian territory, joined Price. 
Also joining the rebels was General 
Tandy Walker’s Indian brigade of 
about one thousand Choctaws and 
Chickasaws, who were simmering 
with rage and bent on revenge 
against Federal troops under Thayer 
who had assailed them. Thinking 
Steele would attack Washington, 
Price pulled almost all of his men out 
of Camden and assembled them at 
Prairie DeAnn. Unknown to Price, 
Steele had decided to march east—
the opposite direction—to Camden 
for food and forage. On April 10 the 
opposing armies would meet on the 
prairie. It was ferocious—eight 
hours of artillery and musket fire 
that raged until midnight. In the 
following days Steele outfoxed Price 
and occupied Camden on April 15, 
having spent twenty-three grueling 
days on the road since leaving Little 
Rock. To date, rebel forces under 
Price had been poorly commanded. 
 In Louisiana, Banks had lost 
battles at Mansfield (Sabine 
Crossroads) on April 8 and at 
Pleasant Hill the next day. Stymied, 
Banks broke off the push to 
Shreveport and retreated south to  

(continued on page 3) 

 Round-table member Jamie Ryan 
described how the Arkansas half of 
this ambitious and extremely 
complicated strategy played out. 
 Steele was a very reluctant 
partner in this grand plan, not 
relishing the prospect of venturing 
into a hostile and barren land of 
scant food and forage, wet, rutted 
roads, thick pine forests and cypress 
swamps. In fact, it was only after a 
direct order from Grant in the spring 
of 1864 that Steele left his sanctuary 
of Little Rock. Steele’s movements 
were intended to be a diversion that 
drew enemy troops out of Louisiana 
and away from Banks. 
 Steele departed Little Rock on 
March 23, 1864, with more than 
eight thousand troops in Brigadier 
General Frederick Salomon’s 
infantry division, artillery, and two 
brigades of cavalry under Brigadier 
General Eugene Carr. Inadequate 
food and provisions would plague 
the operation from the outset. In 
fact, Steele ordered half rations on 
the second day of the march. 
 Brigadier General John Thayer, 
with his 3,600 men at Fort Smith in 
northwestern Arkansas, was ordered 
to meet Steele in Arkadelphia on 
April 1. Thayer had to cross the 
Ouachita Mountains and travel 
some 170 miles. This he did slowly. 
 Opposing Steele were 
Confederate forces commanded by 
three hundred-pound Major General 
Sterling Price, known to his men as 
“Old Pap.” Price’s main asset was 
three cavalry divisions commanded 
by John Marmaduke, James Fagan, 
and Samuel Maxey. In all Price had 
about five thousand cavalry, mostly 
well-trained and seasoned. 
 Confederates were unsuccessful 
in attempting to prevent Union 
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Alexandria. With Banks headed 
south and Steele headed east, the 
grand campaign for Texas was 
already lost. General Edmund Kirby 
Smith smelled blood in Arkansas 
when he learned that Steele was on 
his way to Camden. With his three 
infantry divisions, Smith headed 
north to Camden. 
 Desperately in need of food, 
Steele, though hoping for supplies 
from Little Rock and Pine Bluff, 
dispatched a train of 198 wagons on 
April 17. Under Colonel James 
Williams, the train was to gather 
corn discovered on the trip to 
Camden. Under Williams were some 
four hundred men of the 1st Kansas 
(Colored), almost two hundred 
cavalry and two guns of an Indiana 
battery. Made up of fugitive slaves 
from Arkansas and Missouri who 
had fled to Kansas in 1861 and 1862, 
the 1st Kansas was a bitter pill for 
Southerners. Rebels vowed to take 
no prisoners from what they called 
the “First Nigger” Kansas regiment. 
The best these Kansas soldiers could 
expect was a return to slavery. Even 
their white officers were to be 
executed as felons. The 1st Kansas 

was the first black regiment to see 
combat when they won a skirmish at 
Island Mound near Butler, Missouri, 
on October 29, 1862. On July 1–2, 
1863, the 1st Kansas performed 
splendidly and carried the day at 
Cabin Creek in Oklahoma. Texans 
and Indians defeated by the black 
soldiers would carry a grudge. 
Shortly thereafter, on July 17, the 
black troops were lavishly praised by 
their commanding general for their 
conduct at Honey Springs in Indian 
territory. 
 The wagon train was reinforced 
with infantry and artillery on its 
return trip. Still, with 1,000 troops 
and four guns, the train was too 
lightly protected. Some 3,100 
Southern troops attacked the train 
at Poison Spring on April 18. The 1st 
Kansas bore the brunt of the attack, 
facing odds of four to one. Union 
soldiers retreated into a swamp and 
straggled back to Camden as best 
they could. Union casualties 
numbered 301. The 1st Kansas lost 
42 percent of its strength, with 182 
killed and wounded. Black stragglers 
were sought out and killed. 
“Remember Poison Spring” became 
a rallying cry for surviving black 
Kansans. It would not be long before 
it would be uttered in battle. 
Confederate losses were only 114 
casualties. Two hundred wagons 
were lost as well as four Union 
cannons. 
 Although a supply train from Pine 
Bluff delivered ten days’ supply of 
half rations to Camden, Steele was 
in a bind. Ahead of his three infantry 
divisions, Kirby Smith arrived at 
Woodlawn on April 19 to take 
command of rebels outside Camden. 
Two days later Smith was further 
reinforced by eight thousand 

infantry organized into three 
divisions. 
 Under the threat of imminent 
attack, Steele was in a terrible fix. 
But on April 23 Steele ordered a 
train of 211 wagons to return to 
Pine Bluff on the Arkansas River. 
This train was to bring more supplies 
back to Camden. At Marks Mills on 
April 25, some 2,500 rebels attacked 
the train guarded by about 1,600 
federals. After five hours it was 
another rout, with at least 1,300 
Union soldiers captured. While 
fewer than 100 federals were killed, 
Colonel Francis Drake reported that 
blacks and pro-Union Arkansans 
accompanying the train were 
butchered by rebels. (Severely 
wounded, Drake was allowed to 
return to Camden with what 
Southern surgeons considered a 
mortal wound. But he survived, was 
promoted to general, and went on 
to be elected governor of Iowa and 
endow Drake University, named in 
his honor. Drake died in 1903.) 
Southern forces suffered 500 
casualties, far more than expected 
given the rout. Some consider Marks 
Mills to be the Union’s worst defeat 
west of the Mississippi. In nine days 
Steele had lost 440 wagons. This 
prompted some to compare Steele 
to Banks, who earned the nickname 
“Commissary” Banks for his loss of 
supplies to Stonewall Jackson in 
Virginia in 1862. 
 Now Steele was in a worse fix. To 
his credit, however, he did not panic 
and calmly plotted his escape from 
Camden. By midnight on April 25, 
Steele’s army slipped out of Camden 
by crossing a pontoon bridge across 
the Ouachita River. The last 
departing troops removed the 
pontoons. Lacking pontoons, it took 

(continued on page 4) 
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the Confederates until the evening 
of April 27 to construct a floating 
bridge using timber ripped from the 
Homer, a Union steamboat they had 
captured. As a result, Steele’s army 
had an insurmountable lead. 
Pursuing Confederates found the 
roadsides littered with cast-off 
equipment as Union soldiers 
lightened their loads. 
 Rain plagued movement by both 
sides. By noon on April 29 steady 
rain turned into a downpour. A hard 
rain would continue for eighteen 
hours. Roads were submerged, 
wagons sank, mules and men were 
up to their knees in muck, fields 
became ponds. When Union forces 
reached the Saline River at Jenkins 
Ferry that day, they immediately 
erected pontoons across the river 
and began sending supplies north. 
 Union soldiers under Salomon, a 
German who commanded a 
Wisconsin division, started felling 

 By 12:30 p.m. the Confederates 
withdrew in confusion. Their losses 
of 443 reported casualties were 
much higher. Likewise, the Union’s 
reported 521 casualties were higher. 
 Union troops were able to cross 
the river, destroy their bridge, and 
undertake a desperate dash to Little 
Rock. Wagons that got stuck in the 
muck were burned. Mules too weak 
to walk were set free. Some 
contraband blacks struggling to keep 
up with the soldiers abandoned 
their babies in fields, according to 
some reports. 
 On May 2 the first of Steele's 
soldiers limped into Little Rock. The 
Camden expedition was over; forty 
days of misery. The Union had 
suffered 2,750 casualties versus 
2,300 for the Confederacy. More 
than 600 wagons and 2,500 mules 
had been lost. The war in the West 
would drag on for another year. 
 

trees and erecting breastworks in 
woods near the river. Attacking 
rebels would have to cross open, 
muddy fields. Also, several Union 
units were placed along a swollen 
creek that bisected the field. As 
Confederates could not ford the 
creek, these Union troopers were 
unassailable and delivered galling 
fire, shot, and shell on rebels. Ryan 
credits brilliant officers like Salomon 
with helping win the war. 
 When Southerners attacked early 
on April 30, they were repulsed 
repeatedly and took heavy losses. 
Fog was so thick at one point that a 
Missouri battery mistook the 2nd 
Kansas Colored Infantry for 
Confederates. The black soldiers 
exacted a terrible revenge for Poison 
Spring and captured three guns. This 
action is depicted in splashing, 
graphic detail in the opening scenes 
of Steven Spielberg’s acclaimed film 
Lincoln. 
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mounting heavy guns to reduce 
traditional forts.  
 Du Pont had been given seven of 
the Passaic class monitors, the 
powerful New Ironsides, and the 
experimental ironclad Keokuk. After 
a long period of preparation, 
conditions of tide and visibility 
allowed the attack to proceed. The 
slow monitors got into position 
rather late in the afternoon, and 
when the tide turned, Du Pont had 
to suspend the operation. Firing had 
occupied less than two hours, and 
the ships had been unable to 
penetrate even the first line of 
harbor defense. The fleet retired 
with one ship in a sinking condition 
and most of the others damaged. 
One sailor in the fleet was killed, and 
twenty-one were wounded, while 
five Confederate soldiers were 
killed, and were eight wounded. 
After consulting with his captains, 
Du Pont concluded that his fleet had 
little chance to succeed. He 
therefore declined to renew the 
battle the next morning.  
 On July 10, Union artillery on 
Folly Island together with Rear 
Admiral John Dahlgren’s fleet of  

(continued on page 6) 

 

 
 

The Siege of Charleston, South 
Carolina. The year of 1863 brought 
the Civil War back to the opening 
scene of the drama, as the combined 
arms of the Union navy and army 
attempted to wrest the port of 
Charleston from the Confederacy. 
The First Battle of Charleston took 
place April 7, 1863. The striking force 
was a fleet of nine ironclad warships 
of the Union navy, including seven 
monitors. The ships, under 
command of Rear Admiral Samuel 
Francis Du Pont, attacked the 
Confederate defenses near the 
entrance to Charleston Harbor. Navy 
department officials in Washington 
hoped for a stunning success that 
would validate a new form of 
warfare, with armored warships 

Event #9 
  
 Mark F. Jenkins has been 
interested in Civil War naval 
operations since childhood. He 
constructed a website on ironclads 
and blockade runners that has been 
on the Internet continuously since 
late 1996. Jenkins has also provided 
information to several other authors 
and researchers, spoken to several 
Civil War round tables, published a 
two-part article on ironclads in the 
Naval Gazette Nov–Dec 1998 and 
Jan–Feb 1999 issues, and provided a 
biographical foreword on Lieutenant 
John Wilkinson for a recent reprint 
of Wilkinson’s Narrative of a 
Blockade Runner. Jenkins lives in 
Westerville, Ohio, with his wife, 
Jennifer, and their three children. 
 Jenkins is currently writing the 
first full-length biography of Henry 
Walke and will speak to our round 
table in March about this unique 
individual. Virginia-born Ohioan 
Henry Walke exerted a double 
influence on the American Civil 
War—first, as a senior naval officer 
on the western rivers and the 
Atlantic and second, as a recorder 
and illustrator of those events. His 
sketches and paintings of naval 
operations on the rivers in the Civil 
War (and in the earlier Mexican 
War) form a primary part of our view 
of those events, and his first-hand 
account of the river war is a major 
source of information for its history. 
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ironclads opened fire on the 
Confederate defenses of Morris 
Island. The bombardment provided 
cover for Brigadier General George 
C. Strong’s infantry brigade of major 
General Quincy Gillmore’s division, 
which crossed Light House Inlet and 
landed by boats on the southern tip 
of Folly Island. Strong’s troops 
advanced, capturing several 
batteries, to within range of 
Confederate Fort Wagner. At dawn 
on July 11, Strong attacked the fort. 
Soldiers of the 7th Connecticut 
reached the parapet but, 
unsupported, were thrown back.  
 After the July 11 assault on Fort 
Wagner failed, Gillmore reinforced 
his beachhead on Morris Island. At 
dusk on July 18, Gillmore launched  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

an attack spearheaded by the 54th 
Massachusetts Infantry, a black 
regiment. They were backed up by 
several other regiments, consisting 
of black troops from Louisiana and 
Florida. The approach to the fort 
was constricted to a strip of beach 
sixty yards wide. After a 
bombardment from both land and 
sea, the Union infantry moved in. 
The assault force included six 
regiments, around five thousand 
men in total. Unfortunately for the 
assault force, the prior 
bombardment failed to seriously 
damage the fighting power of the 
fort and, as a consequence, the 
Union infantry suffered considerable 
casualties in the rush to take it. 
Robert Gould Shaw, colonel of the 
54th Massachusetts, was killed.  
 As the Union troops reached the 
parapets, the fighting proved 
intense. Three brigades managed to 
occupy a portion of the walls, but 
they were forced to withdraw after 
an hour of fierce hand-to-hand 
combat where almost every officer 
was killed. In all, all 1,515 Union 
soldiers were killed, captured, or 
wounded. Only 315 men were left 
from the 54th after the battle. One 
hundred members of the 54th were 

reported missing after the battle and 
were never seen again. Confederate 
casualties numbered 174. Following 
the Union repulse, Union engineers 
besieged the fort.  
 Federal batteries erected on 
Morris Island opened fire on August 
17 and continued their bombard-
ment of Fort Sumter and the 
Charleston defenses until August 23. 
Despite a severe pounding, Fort 
Sumter’s garrison held out. Siege 
operations continued against Fort 
Wagner on Morris Island. 
 During the night of September  
6–7, after resisting sixty days of 
shelling, Confederate forces 
evacuated Fort Wagner and Battery 
Gregg, pressured by advancing 
Federal siege works. Federal troops 

then occupied all of Morris Island.  
 The Second Battle of Fort Sumter 
was fought on September 9, 1863,  
in Charleston Harbor. Confederate 
General P. G. T. Beauregard, who 
had commanded the defenses of 
Charleston and captured Fort 
Sumter in the first battle of the war, 
was in overall command of the 
defenders. Union forces under 
Major General Quincy Gillmore 
attempted to retake the fort at the 
mouth of the harbor. Union gunners 
pummeled the fort from their  

(continued on page 7) 
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batteries on Morris Island. After a 
severe bombing of the fort, 
Beauregard (suspecting an attack) 
replaced the artillerymen and all  
but one of the fort's guns with  
320 infantrymen. Gillmore sent a 
storming party of about four 
hundred marines and sailors in an 
attempt to surprise Fort Sumter. The 
attack was repulsed. Gillmore had 
reduced Fort Sumter to a pile of 
rubble but the Confederate Flag still 
waved over the ruins.  
 Charleston remained in 
Confederate hands until the final 
months of the war, but the heavy 
hand of contact made life difficult in 
the delightful city.  
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Sibley’s Dakota Campaign. In mid-
July 1863, Union Brigadier General 
Henry Hastings Sibley led his troops 
from Fort Ridgely, Minnesota, into 
the Dakotas, pursuing the Santee 
Sioux, who had initiated an uprising 
in the Minnesota River Valley in 
August 1862. The Santee had joined 
forces with the Teton Sioux when 
they arrived in Dakota. Around 1:00 
p.m. on July 24, 1863, Sibley’s scouts 
reported they had spotted a large 
Sioux camp a few miles away. Sibley 
established a camp on a nearby salt 
lake and ordered his men to 
entrench.  
 While Sibley’s men were in the 
process of improving the Union 
camp, numerous Sioux appeared, 

Event 

#9 

expressing friendship. A number of 
them approached the scouts 
gathered about 300–400 yards from 
the camp and began talking with 

them. Surgeon Josiah S. Weiser,  
1st Regiment Minnesota Mounted 
Rangers, joined the assembly, but 
soon afterward a Sioux shot and 
killed him. The Federal scouts 
attempted to kill the attacker, but  
he escaped. Sioux, hidden behind 
the surrounding ridges, now 
emerged and attacked the Union 
camp. Sibley and some of his men 
approached the “Big Mound” on the 
opposite side of ravine from the 
camp. He attempted to dislodge 
those Sioux who were on the upper 
part of the large mound firing at his 
infantry and cavalry with impunity. 
The Union forces displaced these 
and other well-placed Sioux in the 
surrounding ridges by accurate 
artillery fire and forced them into 
the broken prairie where they fled  
in confusion. Mounted Union 
troops, with some of the infantry 
and artillery following, set out in 
pursuit. A running battle ensued for 
the rest of the day. Before dark, the 
soldiers broke off the pursuit and 
returned to camp as previously 
ordered, some not arriving until the 
next morning. The Sioux forces were 
broken and dispirited. 

 Following the Battle of Big 
Mound on July 24, 1863, Sibley and 
his men moved their camp about 
four miles and then rested until the 
next day. On the morning of July 26, 
they marched about fourteen miles 
and found the Sioux ready for battle. 
At first, the fighting was long range 
because the Sioux refrained from 
closing with the soldiers. The 
strategy of the Sioux was revealed 
when a party of warriors attempted 
to flank the left side of the Union 
camp and run off the mules. After 
heavy fighting, Sibley’s Mounted 
Rangers and infantry compelled the 
Native Americans to abandon their 
intentions. Following this setback, 
the Sioux retreated, ending the 
battle. Sibley resumed his march 
after the Sioux the next day.  
 Sibley followed the retreating 
Sioux until he reached Stony Lake, 
where his animals’ exhaustion 
compelled him to encamp. On July 
28, the force had started out in 
pursuit again when Sibley 
discovered that a large number of 
Sioux were moving upon him. He 
ordered his men to make defensive 
preparations. In the face of enemy, 
Sibley now resumed his march. The 
Sioux searched for weak points in 
the marching column. Finding none, 
the Sioux rode off at great speed, 
preventing pursuit. The Sioux had 
hoped to halt Sibley’s advance but 
were unable to do so. Sibley 
remarked in his report that Stony 
Lake was “the greatest conflict 
between our troops and the Indians, 
so far as the numbers were 
concerned.” 
 Following Sibley’s victories over 
the Sioux, he left the area, crossing 
the James River. The Sioux then 

(continued on page 8) 
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recrossed the Missouri River and 
returned to their old hunting 
grounds. Brigadier General Alfred 
Sully decided to find these Sioux  
and punish them, if possible. By 
September 3, Sully reached a lake 

where he found numerous remains 
of recently killed buffalo. At about 
3:00 p.m., a detachment of the 6th 
Iowa Cavalry discovered a Native 
American camp of more than four 
hundred lodges, which they 
endeavored to surround until a 
courier could inform Sully. Word 
reached Sully around 4:00 p.m., and 
he set out with the rest of the 
troops, except for the poorly 

mounted men who remained to 
protect the animals and supplies.  
 About an hour later, Sully and his 
men arrived at the Sioux camp and 
observed that the Sioux were 
attempting to leave. Sully sent in his 
troops to help the 6th Iowa Cavalry. 
Although the Sioux did counter-
attack, it was to no avail. The Sioux 
eventually broke under the Federal 
firepower and fled, hotly pursued. 
Fighting in the Battle of Dead 
Buffalo Lake subsided after dark but 
scattered firing continued through-
out the night. Sully ordered the 
bugler to sound rally, and all the 
troops remained at arms during the 
rest of the night. In the morning, 
Sully established a camp on the 
battlefield and, during the next two 
days, sent out scouting parties to 
look for remnants of the enemy.  
He also ordered the destruction of 
Sioux foodstuffs and supplies found 
in the area.  
 On September 5, one officer and 
twenty-seven men from the 2nd 
Nebraska and 6th Iowa Cavalry 
regiments went in search of a 
surgeon and eight men missing since 
the Battle of Dead Buffalo Lake. 

About fifteen miles northwest of 
camp, they were attacked by a party 
of about three hundred Sioux. The 
soldiers could not stand up to this 
many of the enemy and began a 
slow retreat while returning fire.  
As the enemy came closer, the 
troops panicked and stepped up 
their retirement despite entreaties 
from the officers. They eventually 
returned to camp and safety, after 
losing six men in the skirmish. 
Altogether, Sully’s men overran a 
large Sioux camp, destroyed much 
of the contents, killed or wounded  
a large number of Sioux warriors 
and captured numerous women  
and children. This engagement 
weakened but did not destroy the 
Native American resistance in the 
area. There were 72 casualties for 
the United States, and 750 for the 
Sioux. 
 Sibley’s Campaign presaged  
later (and larger) conflicts with the 
Sioux, which would culminate in the 
Sioux victory in Red Cloud’s War of 
1867–68 (featuring the Fort 
Fettermen Massacre) and Sitting 
Bull’s War in 1876, including the 
Battle of the Rosebud and Custer’s 
Last Stand. 
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At which battle is it 
estimated that between 
8,000 and 10,000 bullets 
were fired for every man 

killed? 

2013 COCWRT 

CALENDAR  

 
April 10, 2013 
 Dale Phillips—Red River 
Campaign 
 
May 8, 2013 
 Kristopher White—
America’s Second Bloodiest 
Day: The Third Day at 
Chancellorsville 
 
June 12, 2013 
 Mel Maurer—Trans-MS 
Soldier Jesse James 
 
July 10, 2013 
 Phil Seyfrit—Battle of 
Richmond, Kentucky 
 
August 14, 2013 
 Eric Wittenberg—Ohio at 
Antietam 

 
 

Dates and speakers are subject to 
change. 

 

 

 By the early spring of 1865, 
Sherman’s army had reached the 
Carolinas, and Grant held Lee in 
Richmond. The Confederacy was 
losing ground and men. To combat 
the problem of dwindling troops,  
the Southern leadership had been 
discussing the idea of arming slaves 
for more than a year. It was not until 
Lee weighed in on the issue did the 
Confederate Congress vote on the 
matter. On March 13, 1865, the bill 
allowing the enlistment of blacks 
passed. Against Lee’s request, 
however, the bill did not stipulate 
freedom for those who served. 

 

 The numbers for February 2013 are as follows:  
 
Beginning checkbook statement balance 2/1/2013 = $3,496.95 
January receipts = $76.00  
    ($26 Feb meeting book raffle, $50 dues) 
January expenses = $28.37 to Sheryl Taylor for newsletter/supplies expenses  
Ending checkbook statement balance 2/28/2013 = $3,513.58 


