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this month’s meeting 

 
 Dale Phillips knows the bayous, 
backwaters, back roads, and 
boondocks of Louisiana like a true 
Cajun. Who better to discuss the  
Red River Campaign, Union General 
Nathaniel Banks’s grand strategy in 
the spring of 1864—the largest 
combined naval-army operation of 
the Civil War? 
 Phillips, National Park Service 
superintendent of the Lincoln Home 
National Historical Site in Spring-
field, Illinois, since June 2010, 
discussed the ill-fated Red River 
operation at the roundtable meeting 
in April. As a prelude to Phillips’s 
presentation, COCWRT member 
Jamie Ryan discussed the Union 
army’s Camden Campaign from 
Little Rock, Arkansas—part of the 
Red River operation—in March. 
 In the spring of 1864, with 
Confederate fortunes fading 
throughout the South, Louisiana and 
Texas—the only states west of the 

Mississippi not entirely under 
federal control—were inviting 
targets, with stockpiled cotton, 
ironclads under construction at 
Shreveport, an arsenal at Tyler, 
Texas, and prisons holding Union 
soldiers. 
 President Abraham Lincoln 
wanted to see the Union flag flying 
in Texas. And Major General 
Nathaniel 
Banks, 
commanding 
officer of the 
Department 
of the Gulf in 
New Orleans, 
needed a big 
victory to 
bolster his 
planned run 
for president 
in 1864. But 
Banks, governor of Massachusetts 
just prior to the outbreak of the Civil 
War and a former speaker of the 
U.S. House of Representatives, was 
more politician than general. He also 
had powerful friends in his home 
state who wanted Southern cotton 
for their textile mills. His losses of 
supplies to Stonewall Jackson in the 
Shenandoah Valley in 1862 had 

(continued on page 2) 

 

Puzzler:  Which famous Union 
commander and his army lost 
every battle, every campaign, 
and every engagement they 
fought? 
 
Answer:  Benjamin F. 
Butler, Lincoln’s political 
appointee in charge of 
the Army of the James 



2 

 

earned Banks the nickname 
‘Commissary’ Banks. Posted to 
Louisiana in 1863, Banks led the 
unsuccessful assault on Port 
Hudson, Louisiana, in May 1863. His 
army included the 1st and 3rd 
Louisiana National Guard, the first 
black troops to fight in the war. 
 Banks amassed a mighty force 
with 21 warships boasting 210 heavy 
guns and some 100 other vessels 
under Admiral David Dixon Porter to 

ascend the 
Red River 

from its 
confluence 
with the 
Mississippi 
near 
Simmesport, 
Louisiana. 
Porter agreed 
to the 

operation on the basis of General 
William T. Sherman’s leading it. But 
Ulysses S. Grant needed Sherman to 
lead the assault on Atlanta. Porter 
was able to persuade Grant and 
Sherman to have Sherman lend him 
10,000 soldiers under General 
Andrew Jackson Smith to protect the 
armada. Porter despised Banks and 
was afraid that Banks would 
abandon the fleet if his army ran 
into trouble. 
 On the ground were twenty 
thousand Union troops scattered 
around southern Louisiana. They 
were to converge on Alexandria as 
Porter sailed up the river. And 
General Frederick Steele, from Little 
Rock, Arkansas, with ten thousand 
men, mostly cavalry, was to meet 
Banks in Shreveport. 
 A major problem, however, was 
that no one was given overall 
command of this extremely 

complicated and far-flung 
maneuver, covering some four 
hundred miles. 
 Relations 
were no 
better on the 
Confederate 
side. Rebel 
forces west of 
the 
Mississippi 
were 
commanded 
by General 
Edmund Kirby 
Smith. Reporting to Smith in western 
Louisiana was General Richard 
Taylor, son of Mexican War hero and 
President Zachary Taylor. Taylor had 
little regard for either Smith or the 
pompous Banks, against whom he 
had fought in Virginia in 1862. 
 Mutual disdain reigned. Smith 
ordered Taylor not to engage 
Banks’s forces, a command Taylor 
disregarded. Pompously, Banks was 
convinced that rebels would not 
oppose his advance on Shreveport. 
 Porter’s navy with A. J. Smith’s 
army arrived in Alexandria on March 
15 after destroying Fort DeRussy. 
Where was Banks? He was nowhere 
to be found or heard from. Fuming, 

Porter had to 
wait until 
March 24 for 
Banks, who 
steamed in 
on a boat 
packed with 
cotton 
speculators. 
 When 
Banks 
received 

word that Sherman wanted his men 
back, Banks picked up the pace. 

Proceeding upriver to Grand Ecore 
near Natchitoches, Banks had to 
decide the best route to 
Shreveport—along a river road with 
Porter by his side or through the 
piney woods. 
 Phillips surmises that guides, who 
were rebel “plants,” advised Banks 
to leave the relative safety of the 
river and take to the woods. In 
typical fashion, Banks made the 
wrong decision and decided to leave 
the river and march west from 
Natchitoches and north through 
Pleasant Hill and Mansfield to the 
southwest side of Shreveport. 
 Louisiana historian and author 
Gary Joiner has written that Banks 
followed the advice of a river pilot 
named Wellington W. Withenbury, 
who directed Banks away from the 
river to protect his cotton fields 
from Union plunder. 
 Banks’s column stretched some 
twenty miles along a single road. 
Three miles north of Pleasant Hill 
just below Mansfield on the morning 
of April 8, Taylor was waiting. 
General Albert L. Lee’s cavalry met 
Taylor’s ten thousand men. It was a 
certain Confederate victory, even 
though eleven of fourteen officers in 
Louisiana units were lost within 
twenty minutes. Rather than pursue 
retreating Union troopers, starving 
Confederate soldiers descended on 
Union supply wagons and had a 
feast. Their hunger saved Banks’s 
advance troops. 
 Having withdrawn during the 
night to Pleasant Hill, Union units 
regrouped and awaited the next 
day’s action. It didn’t commence 
until 4:00 p.m. on April 9. Four hours 
of bloody combat led to a draw 
though elements of A. J. Smith’s 
troops, formed behind a hill,  

(continued on page 3) 



3 

 

surprised advancing rebels and 
routed them. 
 Kirby Smith denied Taylor’s plea 
for reinforcements. Now, the 
challenge for Banks was to 
disengage and end the river 
campaign with as few additional 
losses as possible. Hearing of 
Banks’s defeat, Porter decided to 
steam downriver. In one of the 
strangest engagements of the war, 
some 2,500 Texas horsemen 
attacked three of Porter’s vessels—a 
monitor, a “timberclad” and a 
transport—near Blair’s Landing. 
After a two-hour fight, casualties 
were light, but chief of cavalry Tom 
Green was killed. 
 By late April Porter’s largest 
vessels were trapped by low water 
above the rapids north of 
Alexandria. In one of the most 
incredible and resourceful 
strategems of the entire war, 
Lieutenant Colonel Joseph Bailey of 
Wisconsin devised a plan to save 
Porter's fleet. Over the course of 
more than a week in early May, 
black and white Union soldiers 
worked frantically side by side 
around the clock building a 758-foot 
“dam” across the river to raise the 
water level. The impoundment was 
a series of timber cells filled with 
every solid object that could be 
ripped out of Alexandria. It worked. 

All Union vessels were able to scoot 
through a water slide in the middle 
of the jerrybuilt structures and 
steam south to safety. Bailey later 
oversaw the erection of a pontoon 
bridge across the Atchafalaya River 
to provide safe passage for Union 
soldiers. 
 On May 13 the beleaguered and 
weary Union army departed 
Alexandria, burning the city to the 
ground. Weak attempts by Taylor to 
impede Banks’s army were easily 
brushed aside. 
 Banks failed to reach Shreveport. 
He was humiliated, his political 
aspirations dashed. He spent much 
of the remainder of the war 
testifying before Congressional 
committees. Porter had had enough 
of river warfare, requesting 
permanent transfer to open water. 
He was given command of the North 
Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 
Joseph Bailey was promoted to 
general. Taylor and Kirby Smith 
engaged in a heated war of words, 
charges, and countercharges. Smith 
attempted to have Taylor removed 
from command. Instead, Taylor was 
promoted and moved east of the 
Mississippi. 
 Thus ended the grand Red River 
Campaign, the last decisive 
Confederate victory of the war. 
  

 

 
  

 Among the Union dead buried in 
the national cemetery at Chalmette 
outside New Orleans is Private 
Lyons Wakeman of the 153rd New 
York Volunteers. Wakeman 
contracted chronic diarrhea during 
the Red River Campaign, likely from 
drinking water fouled by the rotting 
flesh of horses, mules, and humans, 
and died on June 19, 1864. 
 Born January 16, 1843, to a poor 
farming family in Bainbridge, New 
York, Wakeman was the oldest of 
nine children. With the family 
deeply in debt, Wakeman left home 
in August 1862 and hired on as a 
boatman doing manual labor on a 
coal barge on the Chenango Canal 
near Binghamton, New York. 
 Approached by recruiters for the 
153rd, young Wakeman joined the 
army on August 30, 1862, likely 
finding the bonus of $152 too good 
to pass up. Assigned to garrison 
duty around Washington, D.C., the 
young private’s military duty was 
fairly easy until the 153rd was sent 
to Louisiana and heavy combat in 
the Red River Campaign. 
 But Private Lyons Wakeman was 
not really the person he claimed to 
be, although even in death he was 
identified by this name. The 
headstone reads Lyons Wakeman.  
It wasn’t until the 1990s that 
Wakeman’s descendents informed 
the National Park Service that the 
soldier buried in the cemetery was 
actually Sarah Rosetta Wakeman. 
Family members had discovered a 
trunk in an attic containing letters 
from Wakeman no one had read. 
Incredibly, Miss Wakeman’s gender 
was never discovered during her 
army service. 
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Suffolk, Virginia. Hooker stole a 
march and flanked Lee’s army out  
of its Fredericksburg entrenchments. 
Unfortunately for Hooker and the 
Army of the Potomac, Lee refused  
to follow the script and retreat but 
rather turned and attacked. Lee split 
his smaller army into three separate 
parts (four if you count Cadmus 
Wilcox’s lonely but crucial vigil at 
Banks Ford with his brigade), and 
used Jubal Early and Lafayette 
McLaws as demi-corps commanders 
to hold Union forces in place (at 
Fredericksburg and Zoan Church 
ridge, respectively), while Stonewall 
Jackson (with his three divisions 
remaining after the detachment of 
Early) searched for and found the 
Union rear while Hooker and his 
command sat quietly waiting for the 
CSA forces to slip away.  
 After the success of Jackson’s 
May 2 attack against the 11th Corps, 
Lee had to improvise again on May 
3, putting J. E. B. Stuart in command 
of Jackson’s three divisions and then 
fighting a grinding battle of attrition 
to join the forces of Stuart to 
McLaws and Richard Anderson’s 
divisions before Hooker found out 
how much danger Jackson’s success 
had placed the CSA forces in. Then 
Lee had to march away from 
Hooker’s dug-in forces and counter-
attack John Sedgwick’s force when it 
sallied out of Fredericksburg, driving 
Early back. Lee, immeasurably 
helped by Wilcox’ early warning and 
then his tenacious defense-in-depth 
at Salem Church, arrived to assist 
Wilcox in stopping Sedgwick cold, 
forcing Uncle John to retreat back 
north of the Rappahannock, before 
turning back to Ole Joe Hooker in 
the Wilderness. Hooker convened a 
council of war to rubber-stamp his 

decision to join Sedgwick on the safe 
side of the river, but when George 
Meade used his lead-off role in the 
proceeding to argue in favor of the 
attack, Hooker realized that he had 
been surprised once again, and 
retreated despite the council’s 
majority vote to stay and fight it out.  
 In the minds of many CSA 
partisans, the great victory of 
Chancellorsville was marginalized by 
the loss of Jackson, whose wounding 
led to his death ten days later. 
However, if an objective analysis is 
applied, the picture is somewhat 
different. The “great victory” did 
nothing more than return the parties 
to the status quo that existed seven 
days before, except with the loss of 
17,304 Federals and 13,460 
Confederates. This loss ratio actually 
favored the Union. If the Federal 
forces fought a series of these 
defeats, there would still be a 
Federal army when the Army of 
Northern Virginia ceased to exist  
(in fact, Grant would come close to 
proving this fact in 1864). Lee had 
not forced the Federals to quit 
Virginia or let go of their tight hold  

(continued on page 5) 

Chancellorsville. Now, I know 
exactly what each one of you is 
thinking. You’re saying to yourself 
“That McClellan-loving idiot has 
really lost his mind. How can 
Chancellorsville, one of the largest 
battles of the war, featuring the 
second bloodiest single day of the 
war (May 3, 1863), a battle roundly 
trumpeted as Robert E. Lee’s 
greatest victory, the battle with the 
tragic greatest moment of Stonewall 
Jackson’s career, be less important 
than SIX other 1863 battles?” Well, 
to that inquiry, I have two answers: 

(1) You’ll just have to wait the read 
the rest of the Random Musing 
articles in The War Correspondent 
this year and see the other six 
battles before you begrudgingly 
acknowledge my brilliance and  
agree with me; and  
 
(2) Chancellorsville, for all its epic 
qualities, did not change the war 
one iota. 
 
 I will not attempt a full-scale 
reconstruction of the Chancellors-
ville Campaign here. Read Frank 
O’Reilly’s terrific two-part series in 
the latest issues of Blue & Gray 
magazine, which only cover a PART 
of the campaign, to get a sense of 
the size, scope, and complexity of 
this fight. Suffice it to say that Joe 
Hooker, with a large and well-
supplied command, fooled Robert E. 
Lee, who was at a significant 
disadvantage because James 
Longstreet was absent with two of 
his divisions fooling around outside 

Event #7 
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on his army. Few large Civil War 
victories were as hollow of strategic 
results as Chancellorsville.  
 Of course, the reason 
Chancellorsville has been given such 
accolades is the romantic story of 
Jackson, being felled like a Greek 
god in the moment of his greatest 
triumph, betrayed by his own Fatal 
Flaw of wanting to attack again 
promptly, and tragically by the fire  
of his own men. Many Lost Cause 
Historians (trained in the Classics,  
no doubt) pointed to this event as 
the moment the ANV lost its mojo, 
never to be recovered again. These 
two points have obscured much of 
the reality of the battle and the 
effectiveness of the ANV in all of its 
battles following Gettysburg. The 
reality of the battle is that Jackson 
stole a march around the flank and 
rear of Hooker’s quiescent army, 
where the three Confederate 
divisions drove off a brigade or  
two of the 11th Corps.  
 The real story of Chancellorsville 
is Joe Hooker’s reaction to this 
attack—Hooker cracked and lost his 
nerve. Hooker’s failure of nerve does 
not mean that Jackson is a strategic 
genius. It means Hooker was a 
failure as a commander. I will also 
engage in (more) blasphemy by 
stating that the wounding of Jackson 
was not some tragic accident. 
Rather, it was a foolish act by a 
command group to ride in front of 
their lines in the dark into an active 
battle zone, and the “blaming” of 
Jackson’s death on the poor soldiers 
who fired at this mounted group 
approaching their lines from the 
direction of the Federal forces is 
shameful. I defy anyone to show me 
another situation where a command 
group from Lee’s army rode in front 

of its own line of battle during or 
shortly after the fighting ceased. 
How could these North Carolinians 
have been expected to act in any 
other way than they did? 
 Finally, I would disagree with the 
notion that the ANV never was the 
same after the death of Jackson. 
Historians focus too much on the 
command mistakes of Gettysburg. 
The brilliant effectiveness of Lee’s 
army in its counterattack in the 
Wilderness; Lee’s adroit shuffling of 
his command from Bethesda Church 
to Cold Harbor; and A. P. Hill’s 
powerful counterattacks at Weldon 
Railroad and Peeble’s Farm all point 
to an army and command system 
that was every bit as capable as the 
army that fought at Chancellorsville.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

The Battle of Droop Mountain. In 
one of the largest engagements  
in West Virginia during the war, 
Confederate forces failed to prevent 
Union troops under Brigadier 
General W. W. Averell from a 
rendezvous with other Federal 
fighters for a joint raid on Confed-
erate railways. Averell, in command 
of one of two brigades involved in 
the planned raid on the railroads, 
marched his troops out of Beverly 
toward Lewisburg, where they 
would meet the second group of 
men. These troops, under command 
of Brigadier General Alfred Duffié, 
would join Averell’s column and 
sever the Virginia and Tennessee 

Railroad if Averell determined the 
circumstances warranted it.  
 On November 5, 1863, Averell 
ran into some Confederates at Mill 
Point in Pocahontas County. The 
Federals attacked, and drove the 
Southerners from their position back 
to the summit of Droop Mountain, 
where they were reinforced by 
troops under Brigadier General John 
Echols. The Confederate position 
was a relatively strong one, 
strengthened by breastworks 
commanding the road. 
 The following day, Averell 
attacked again. Echols’s smaller 
Confederate force held their 
position throughout the morning 
and blocked the main road with 
artillery. But in the early afternoon, 
Averell sent in his infantry and 
turned Echols’s left. Averell then 
sent in dismounted cavalry for a 
frontal assault on the main 
Confederate lines. Blue and gray 
troops battled, but soon many 
Confederates fled, throwing away 
their weapons and scattering for 
safety. Averell’s cavalry pursued 
until dark, capturing several 
prisoners and a large quantity of 
arms, ammunition, and war 
materiel. Even though Echols was 
able to rally many of his men, he was 
compelled to retreat into Virginia. 
 Averell’s victorious troops joined 
Duffié’s brigade at Lewisburg on 
November 7. Averell determined, 
though, that because the reunited 
Union columns were so heavily 
burdened with prisoners and 
captured livestock, they were in no 
condition to sever the railroad at 
that time. What they had achieved, 
though, was an end to Confederate 
resistance in West Virginia. 
 

Event 

#7 
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Fort Donelson Campaign. June 1, 
2013 
 Join Clarksville, Tennessee, Civil 
War Roundtable president and 
experienced battlefield guide Greg 
Biggs for a tour of the Fort Donelson 
Campaign. The tour will encompass 
where Fort Henry was originally 
sited, its current outer works and 
position under the Tennessee River 
as well as locating Fort Heiman. The 
tour then takes one of the Union 
army approach marches towards 
Fort Donelson stopping where 
Lieutenant Colonel Nathan Bedford 
Forrest clashed with the vanguard of 

(continued on page 7) 

 

 With your support, 
we raised $53 from the April book 
raffle. Thank you! 

  
 Kristopher White is a historian  
for the Penn-Trafford Recreation 
Board and a continuing education 
instructor for the Community 
College of Allegheny County near 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. White is a 
graduate of Norwich University with 
a MA in military history, as well as a 
graduate of California University of 
Pennsylvania with a BA in history. 
For five years he served as a staff 
military historian at Fredericksburg 
and Spotsylvania National Military 
Park, where he still volunteers his 
services. For a short time he was a 
member of the Association of 
Licensed Battlefield Guides at 
Gettysburg. Over the past seven 
years, he has spoken to more than 
forty round tables and historical 
societies. He is the author and co-
author of numerous articles that 
have appeared in America’s Civil 
War, Blue & Gray, Civil War Times, 
and Armchair General. White co-
authored The Last Days of Stonewall 
Jackson with longtime friend Chris 
Mackowski. The two have authored 
numerous articles and books 
together, including a book-length 
study of the Second Battle of 
Fredericksburg and Salem Church 
entitled Chancellorsville's Forgotten 
Front: The Battles of Second 
Fredericksburg and Salem Church, 
May 3, 1863. The duo is currently 
working on a microtactical study of 
the third day at Chancellorsville.  
 On May 8, 2013, White will 
present to us “And Then the Circus 
Commenced: The Third Day at 
Chancellorsville.” Too often the 
Battle of Chancellorsville is lumped 

into two major events—Stonewall 
Jackson’s famed flank attack of May 
2, 1863, and Jackson’s wounding 
and subsequent death eight days 
later. There is much more to this 
story than meets the eye. As 
morning dawned on May 3, 1863, 
the outcome of the Battle of 
Chancellorsville was still very much 
in doubt. Robert E. Lee’s Army of 
Northern Virginia was split in three 
pieces; Yankees were to his front, 
center, and rear. Without either of 
his trusted lieutenants (Longstreet 
or Jackson) at hand, the wily 
Confederate commander sought to 
bring his army back together and fall 
upon Joseph Hooker’s Army of the 
Potomac. Three major engagements 
took place on May 3: one at the 
Chancellorsville Crossroads; another 
on the old Fredericksburg 
battlefield; and the last near a small 
country church. In intense fighting, 
the two armies sustained more than 
21,000 casualties in just one day, 
making May 3 the second bloodiest 
day of the war, and changing the 
makeup of the combatants forever. 
 Throughout the evening, White 
will explore the actions of both sides 
as they tried to best one another.  
He will examine the decision making 
from Lee and Hooker down through 
the ranks, while at the same time 
look at how Hooker allowed a 
certain victory to slip through his 
fingers. He will close by looking at 
the far-reaching impact the day had 
on both armies.  

 

  

 Melissa Luthman of the Logan 
County Museum & Orr Mansion in 
Bellefontaine, Ohio, invites us to 
attend a great Civil War-related 
event that supports our Veterans. 
The Patriot Freedom Festival, May 
25–26, 2013, will be held at the 
Dayton VA Medical Center Campus. 
  Hosted by the American Veterans 
Heritage Center, the Festival 
features reenactors, living history 
demonstrations, history tours of  
the Miami Valley Military History 
Museum and the VA Campus 
grounds, home of the original 
Dayton Solider’s Home and its 
Cemetery! There will also be free 
children’s activities, a 5K Run/Walk/
Roll, vendors and food. For more 
information, please call 937-267-
7628 or visit 
www.americanveteransheritage.org  
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engagements did occur. It showed 
the great skill of Union Army of the 
Cumberland commander General 
William S. Rosecrans versus the 
command and strategic problems  
of Confederate Army of Tennessee 
commander General Braxton Bragg. 
Only the incessant rain saved Bragg 
from an even worse defeat than he 
suffered. 
 Key sites of the campaign will be 
visited including Hoover’s Gap, 
where John Wilder’s Lightning 
Brigade earned its nickname and 
proved the worth of the Spencer 
repeating rifle; Liberty Gap, where 
Pat Cleburne’s division took on 
Alexander McCook’s Corps; Guy’s 
Gap and Shelbyville, where Joe 
Wheeler’s Confederate cavalry was 
defeated by a resurgent Federal 
cavalry corps; Bragg’s headquarters 
during the campaign; the bridges at 
Estill Springs; plus Decherd and 
Cowan. The tour will conclude on 
top of beautiful Sewanee Mountain, 
home of the University of the South, 
founded before the war by future 
Confederate general Leonidas Polk. 
Seating is limited to forty-eight, and 

 

 The numbers for April 2013 are as follows:  
 
Beginning checking account ledger balance 4/1/2013 = $3,712.70 
April receipts = $608.00  
 ($53 April meeting book raffle, $555 dues) 
April expenses = $380.00  
 ($200 April speaker fee, $130 to Mike Peters for speaker entertainment 
 expenses, $50 to Ohio Secretary of State for nonprofit entity registration)  
Ending checking account ledger balance 4/30/2013 = $3,940.70 

 

 COCWRT members Jamie Ryan 
and Eric Wittenberg are two of the 
speakers scheduled to appear at The 
Sherman House Museum 2013 Civil 
War Symposium in Lancaster, Ohio. 
Along with other distinguished 
guests, they will discuss the topic 
“Vicksburg & Gettysburg: Was Either 
Battle a Game-Changer?” 
 The event will take place 
September 27–29, 2013, and the 
price includes a Civil War concert 
and meals. For more information, 
call 740-654-9923 or visit 
www.fairfieldheritage.org. 

the fee for the tour is $68 per 
person if paid before June 12, 2013.  
 For more details about either 
Middle Tennessee tour, please 
contact Greg Briggs at (931) 217-
4265 or Biggsg@charter.net 

Brigadier General John 
McClernand’s division. All of the 
sites in the national park will be  
seen including the water batteries 
and where Union Brigadier General 
C. F. Smith attacked the fort’s outer 
works.  
 Other sites include Grave’s 
Battery, Buckner’s attack point and 
the Dover Hotel where Brigadier 
General Simon Buckner surrendered 
to Grant on February 16, 1862. Most 
of the fighting took place outside of 
the park from Dudley’s Hill and 
along the Wynn’s Ferry Road and all 
of that will be covered in detail. The 
tour will conclude where Forrest 
escaped and Buckner surrendered to 
Grant. Most of the sites on the tour 
are seldom seen by regular park 
tourists. The fee for the tour is $20 
per person for payments made 
before May 16, 2013.  
 
Tullahoma Campaign. 150th 
Anniversary Tour, June 22, 2013 
 Join noted Tennessee historian 
Dr. Michael Bradley, author of the 
first book on the Tullahoma 
Campaign, and Clarksville Civil War 
Roundtable president and guide 
Greg Biggs for a tour of the pivotal 
Tullahoma Campaign. This was the 
campaign that conquered Middle 
Tennessee for the Union and set up 
the capture of Chattanooga and the 
Battle of Chickamauga. The 
campaign began in late June 1863 
and ended July 4. It was dwarfed by 
the events at Gettysburg and 
Vicksburg which were happening at 
the same time. Yet only Vicksburg 
surpassed the Tullahoma Campaign 
for its importance and damage to 
the Confederate cause. This was a 
campaign of maneuver rather than 
bloody battles, although several 


