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Greetings, 
 Thanks to those who have 
provided input to the membership 
directory. If you have not had a 
chance to review it, please do so, 
and provide us with any changes. 
Also remember to bring your dues 
up to date. Since the last meeting, I 
had a chance to see the new movie 
Cooperhead. The story deals with a 
rural village in upstate New York and 
how its people dealt with their 
feelings and emotions for and 
against the Civil War. It provides 
some insight into situations we do 
not always see in our studies of the 
war.  
 Looking forward to seeing you on 
the 13th to hear Keith Kehlbeck’s 
presentation of the Towles Brothers. 
  

 

date:  
Wednesday, August 14, 2013 
time: 

7:00 P.M. 
location:  
Towers Hall, Room 318 
Otterbein University  
Westerville, OH  43281 
speaker/topic:  
Keith Kehlbeck —The Towels 
Brothers 

this month’s meeting 

2013 COCWRT 

CALENDAR  

 
September 11, 2013 
 Mel Maurer—Trans-MS 
Soldier Jesse James 

 
October 9, 2013 
 Chris Hartley—Stoneman’s 
Raid 
 
November 13, 2013 
 Charlie Knight—New Market 
 

 
 

Unless otherwise noted, all 
meetings are held at  

7:00 P.M. 
Towers Hall, Room 318  

Otterbein University  
Westerville, OH  43281. 

 
 

Dates and speakers are subject to 
change. 

 

The author of  
 
 

 

 

is on vacation but he, and his 
column, will return next month.  
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 In the spring of 1862 the 
Confederate high command was 
desperate to avenge wholesale 
losses of Kentucky and central and 
western Tennessee. And with losses 
on and along the Mississippi River, 
the Confederacy outside Virginia had 
shrunk considerably. 
 Thus was the eastern thrust of 
the Heartland Campaign hatched 
and launched on August 14, 1862, 

when 

Major General Edmund Kirby 
Smith departed Knoxville, 
Tennessee, commanding the Army 
of Kentucky. Overall commander of 
the operation General Braxton Bragg 
would leave Chattanooga on August 
27 and head west. 
 Phil Seyfrit, director of Madison 
County (Kentucky) Historic 
Properties in Richmond, Kentucky, is 
the local expert on the battle and 
treated attendees to our July 
Roundtable meeting to an intimate 
account of the series of battles that 
constitute the Battle of Richmond. 

 Where Smith’s soldiers were 
fairly seasoned and experienced, the 
Union “Provisional” army could have 
been dubbed the “Prepubescent” 
army, as many of its troopers had 
been in the army for fewer than 
ninety days. Raw and green, this did 
not bode well for the boys in blue. 
 Advance rebel cavalry reached 
Big Hill south of Richmond on August 
23 and dispatched some enemy 
cavalry and infantry but turned back 
to rejoin the main force. It wasn’t 
until August 29 that Cleburne 
reached Big Hill. Scott’s cavalry 
encountered and fought a larger 

Union force on the afternoon 
of August 29 near Rogersville. 
Bluecoats chased Scott down 
the road until they ran into 

Cleburne 
and 
retreated. 
 Fighting 
started early 
on the morning of August 30. 
Manson moved four regiments to 
Mount Zion Church, placing three 
regiments on the east side of the 
road. Cleburne and Churchill moved 
north and commenced an artillery 
duel. As Cleburne assailed the Union 
left flank, Manson moved the lone 
regiment on the west side across the 
road. But Churchill, unbeknownst to 
the Federals, moved to assault the 
diminished right flank. Meanwhile, 
Cruft had arrived from Richmond. It 

(continued on page 3) 

 Into Kentucky, Smith’s army had 
two infantry divisions, the 3rd under 
Brigadier General Thomas Churchill 
and the 4th under Brigadier General 
Pat Cleburne, and a cavalry brigade 
under Colonel John Scott. Total 
effective strength was 6,850. 
 Smith headed north up the 
current right of way of Interstate 75. 
 Defending this corridor of 
Kentucky was the Provisional Army 
of Kentucky under Major General 
William “Bull” Nelson, a three-
hundred-pound former naval officer 
who had spent the prior twenty-one 
years on the seas. With the outbreak 
of hostilities, 
President Lincoln 
authorized Nelson to 
arm loyal 

Kentuckians. 
 With Smith on 
the move north, 
Nelson went to 

Lexington to help Union General 
Don Carlos Buell prepare for Bragg. 
Nelson left Brigadier General 
Mahlon Manson to defend 
Richmond. Manson commanded the 
1st Brigade with Brigadier General 
Charles Cruft in command of the 2nd 
Brigade. These infantry brigades 
were composed of six Indiana, two 
Kentucky, one Tennessee, and one 
Ohio regiments.  Brigadier General 
James Jackson commanded a cavalry 
brigade. 
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 In March 1865, in a driving 
rainstorm, Federal Maj. Gen. George 
Stoneman led a column of some 
four thousand blue cavalrymen out 
of Knoxville, Tennessee. They rode 
eastward, launching a cavalry raid 
that would take them deep into the 
heart of the Confederacy. Over the 
next two months, Stoneman’s 
cavalry galloped across six Southern 
states, fighting with Confederate 
forces and destroying enemy 
supplies and facilities. When the raid 
ended, Stoneman’s troopers had 
brought the war home to dozens of 
communities that had not seen it up 
close before. In the process, the 
cavalrymen pulled off one of the 
longest cavalry raids in U.S. military 
history and left behind an impact 
that still echoes in The Band’s 1969 
hit recording, “The Night They Drove 
Old Dixie Down.” 
 Stoneman’s 1865 raid was so 
vast it would be difficult to cover the 
entire span in two days. But it is 
possible to understand the raid by 
focusing on one area. Yankee 
troopers rode through the Piedmont 
of North Carolina in early April. This 
tour will visit sites from Danbury to 
Old Salem to Salisbury and will also 
have the added pleasure of offering 
the historic Brookstown Inn as the 
headquarters hotel. 
 Tour leader and historian Chris 
Hartley is the author of the recently 
published Stoneman’s Raid, 1865. 
His article on the raid also appeared 
in Blue & Gray magazine. He is a 
frequent speaker and has written 

(continued on page 4) 

wasn’t enough. The Union lines 
disintegrated, retreating to the 
Rogers House, the current visitor’s 
center for the battlefield. It was now 
11:00 a.m. Wounded in the jaw, 
Cleburne had to retire and was 
replaced by Colonel Preston Smith. 
 Not liking their position, Cruft 
and Manson retreated farther north. 
Churchill attacked the Union right 
flank. After a thirty-minute fight, the 
Federals again retreated, this time 
to Richmond itself. It was now 1:30 
p.m. 
 By this time Nelson was finally on 
the field, ordering his battered 
forces to form a line in the 
Richmond cemetery. From 3:30-5:30 
p.m. Smith’s rebels crushed the 

Union line, 
causing 
Nelson’s 

neophytes to flee in mass 
confusion. 
 In a nice maneuver, 
Smith had ordered Scott’s 
cavalry to sweep west and north of 
Richmond to block a Union retreat. 
As darkness fell, the rebel cavalry 
netted the entire Union force about 
two miles north of town. Some 
4,300 men were captured. Most of 
the Union prisoners were paroled 
over the next several days, but it 
was the most lopsided Confederate 
victory of the entire war. 
 Confederate cavalry had 
performed as expected. Their Union 
counterparts had been a disaster. 

Colonel Leonidas Metcalfe’s 
mounted troopers had performed so 
abysmally that he was like a kid not 
picked by either side in a sandlot 
baseball game. Pleading to offer his 
services, no one wanted him. 
Metcalfe resigned his commission 
after the battle, shamed by his 
performance. 
 Nelson did not suffer especially 
militarily, but he did not last long 
after the battle. Wounded in the 
thigh at Richmond, Nelson was 
dispatched to Louisville to 
recuperate and assist in the defense 
of the city. On September 22 Nelson 
dismissed Union Brigadier General 
Jefferson C. Davis for shirking his 
duty and 
ordered 
him to 
report to 

Cincinnati. On the 
morning of September 29 
the diminutive Davis 
confronted Nelson in the 

lobby of the Galt House. Harsh 
words, threats, and obscenities 
ensued. The much larger Nelson 
cuffed Davis roughly on the head 
with his fist. Humiliated, Davis 
grabbed a revolver from a lawyer 
friend, confronted the unarmed 
Nelson, and fired a single shot to 
Nelson’s heart, killing him. Davis was 
placed under arrest but never tried. 
And there the matter ended. 
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numerous articles on Civil War 
topics. His first book was Stuart’s 
Tarheels: James B. Gordon and his 
North Carolina Cavalry. 
 The tour begins October 31,  
2013 (7:30 P.M.), and ends 
November 2, 2013 (5:00 P.M.) The 
registration fee is $295.00, which 
includes the following: motor coach 
transportation, two lunches, 
beverage and snack breaks, a map 
and materials package, all 
admissions and gratuities, and the 
services of an experienced tour 
leader and historian. The hotel will 
provide a complimentary 
continental breakfast each morning. 
Tour participants are responsible for 
transportation to the headquarters 
hotel and for securing a room 
reservation, if necessary. Special 
arrangements have been made for a 
group rate at the Brookstown Inn. 
For more information, go to 
americashistoryllc.com or call 1-855-
687-4478. 
 

well as to students of contemporary 
social conditions. As members of the 
4th Virginia Cavalry in the Army of 
Northern Virginia, the Towles 
brothers were loyal Confederates. 
They provided intrepid service to the 
Confederacy, wrote home, fought in 
skirmishes and battles . . . and 
ultimately died in the service of the 
state and country they loved. Their 
parents followed their exploits, 
worried for their safety, and 
mourned their passing. It is this 
aspect of the Civil War that Kehlbeck 
examines in his book. The human 
toll of a war, unlike any other in our 
history, is difficult to comprehend 
today—seven hundred thousand 
deaths seems almost an artificial 
number. But when reduced to one 
family’s perspective, death and 
dying takes on a new, more personal 
meaning, even today, 150 years 
after the conflict. 
 Keith Kehlbeck will visit the 
COCWRT in August to share with us 
the Towels brothers’ story. Kehlbeck 
is a writer, historian, and marketing 
consultant with clients in the 
hospitality, nonprofit, and publishing 
sectors. From the time his family 
took a cross-country bus trip to visit 
Gettysburg when he was ten years 
old, Kehlbeck has been fascinated by 
the War Between the States—its 
personalities, participants, and 
details. His wife, Ali, and their 
daughter, Emma, share his interest, 
if not quite his level of passion, for 
the topic. They live in Marshall, 
Michigan, “the City of Hospitality,” 
but have a second home in the 
northern neck of Virginia. And, no, 
he currently isn’t a Civil War 
reenactor. 
 

 

Puzzler:  What pet did R. E. Lee 
keep with him during the Civil 
War? 
 
Answer:  a pet 
chicken—reportedly his 
hen laid one egg under 
his cot every morning, 
thus providing breakfast 
for the general  

  

 Ever since iconic historian Bell I. 
Wiley broke Civil War literary ground 
with his The Life of Johnny Reb 
(published in 1943), the voices of 
individual soldiers—and by 
extension, their families and 
contemporaries—have played an 
important role in telling the story 
about America’s transformative 
conflict. Keith Kehlbeck’s Gone to 
God: A Civil War Family’s Ultimate 
Sacrifice, the story of the Towles 
brothers of the 4th Virginia Cavalry 
told primarily in their own words, is 

in that same tradition. More 
recently, Drew Gilpin Faust, in her 
acclaimed book, This Republic of 
Suffering, charted the impact death 
and dying had on our nation during 
and after the war. Kehlbeck’s book is 
a microcosm of that study, 
examining how one family dealt with 
loss and remembrance. 
 Gone to God is that rare sort of 
story that appeals to history buffs as 
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 Two young men come of age on 
the Missouri-Kansas border as the 
Civil War rages around them. In his 
memoirs of the experience Ezra 
“Blackie” Douglas tells of how he 
and his best friend join the Missouri 
Partisan Rangers and learn firsthand 
the horrors of ‘war to the knife.’ 
Along the way they will associate 
with some of the war’s most 
controversial figures such as William 
Quantrill, “Bloody Bill” Anderson, 
and brothers Frank and Jesse James, 
and find themselves embroiled in 
the horrific raid on Lawrence, 
Kansas. It is a brutal and unforgiving 

 

The War Correspondent 
Sheryl Taylor, Editor 

 
Round Table Officers 
Jim Schultz 
General-in-Chief 
    614-794-1247 
    1jim1@att.net 
Dave Delisio 
Inspector General 
    740-879-3944 
    eddelisio@sbcglobal.net 
Tom Ayres 
Adjutant General 
    614-939-4910 
    tayres@insight.rr.com 
Mike Peters 
Historian General 
    614-866-6766 
    npeters102@aol.com 
Patty Barker 
Chief of Signal Corps 
    614-985-3353 
Tim Maurice 
Webmaster 
    614-361-7313 
    Tim.Maurice@cardinalhealth.com 
 
War Council Members 
Tim Maurice,  
War Council Commander 
Ed Chapdelaine 
Greg Drakulich 
Lowell Fauver 
Wendy Peters 

 

 With your support, 
we raised $33 from the July book 
raffle. Thank you! 

 

 The numbers for July 2013 are as follows:  
 
Beginning checking account balance 7/1/2013 = $3,863.54 
July receipts = $73.00  
 ($33 July book raffle; $40 from Ed Chapdelaine for cans) 
July expenses = $682.63  
 ($110 July speaker fee, $129 to 
 Mike Peters for speaker 
 entertainment, $32.63 to 
 Sheryl Taylor for newsletters, $261 to Mike Peters for airfare for future 
speaker; $150 to Dave Delisio for Brandy Station Trust donation)  
Ending checking account balance 7/31/2013 = $3,253.91 
 

environment and a difficult way  
into adulthood. 
 Frederick J. Chiaventone is a 
novelist, screenwriter, military 
historian, and consultant. A retired 
cavalry officer, he was chief of 
Special Operations for 6th U.S. 
Army, and professor emeritus for 
International Security Affairs at the 
U.S. army’s Command and General 
Staff College. With his vast 
experience in the field, he has 
become an internationally 
recognized expert on guerrilla 
warfare, counter-terrorism, 
peacekeeping operations, 
psychological operations, and 
broadcast media.  
 Chiaventone’s novel, A Road We 
Do Not Know: A Novel of Custer at 
the Little Bighorn (Simon & Schuster, 
& University of New Mexico Press) 
was published to rave critical 
reviews, won the 1999 William E. 
Colby Literary Award, and was 
nominated for the Pulitzer Prize in 

(continued on page 6) 
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How many women 
disguised themselves as 
men and fought in the 
ranks during the Civil 

War? 

counterattack, ultimately led to the 
rebels’ defeat.  
 The Federal victory at Mill 
Springs broke a Confederate 
defensive line across Kentucky, 

opened large sections of Tennessee 
to Union invasion, and provided a 
boost for flagging Northern morale 
at an important period. It was also 
Union General George Thomas’s first 
victory. 
 Stuart W. Sanders is the former 
executive director of the Perryville 
Battlefield Preservation Association. 
He is the author of Perryville Under 
Fire: The Aftermath of Kentucky’s 
Largest Civil War Battle, also 
published by The History Press. 
Sanders has contributed to multiple 
Civil War anthologies and has 
written for several magazines, 
including Civil War Times Illustrated, 
America’s Civil War, Military History 
Quarterly, Hallowed Ground, Blue & 
Gray, and several other publications.  
 

literature. His next novel in the 
Lakota Trilogy, Moon of Bitter Cold 
(Forge, MacMillan, & St. Martin’s 
Press) was awarded the Western 
Heritage Award for Literature and 
also the William Rockhill Nelson 
Award for Literature.  
 A frequent contributor to 
publications such as Cowboys & 
Indians Magazine, Wild West, and 
American Heritage, Chiaventone has 
been interviewed on radio and 
television for productions by PBS 
and the History Channel and served 
as the military/historical advisor and 
coach for principal actors for Ang 
Lee’s Civil War film Ride with the 
Devil (Universal/USA Films).  
 Chiaventone’s most recent 
article, “When Bleeding Kansas 
Became Bloodier,” about Quantrill’s 
raid on Lawrence appears in the 
August 2013 issue of Wild West 
Magazine. 

 

  
 Stuart W. Sanders’s new book, 
The Battle of Mill Springs, Kentucky 
(The History Press, 2013), examines 
an important battle that helped 
keep Kentucky under Union control. 
Fought near Somerset, Kentucky, on 
a foggy January 19, 1862, many of 
the Confederates’ antiquated 
flintlock muskets failed to fire in the 
rain. The Southerners’ poor 
weaponry, coupled with fragmented 
unit cohesion, the death of 
Confederate General Felix 
Zollicoffer, and a Union 

  
 Do you have four minutes to 
spare? In that amount of time you 
could learn a little more about the 
Civil War. The Civil War Trust has a 
new feature called the Civil War In4, 
which is a series of videos featuring 
historians discussing basic Civil War 
topics. Videos are generally no more 
than four minutes long, and subjects 
range from a description of notable 
Confederate generals, to an 
explanation of Civil War artillery, to 
a description of the significance of 
the Western Theater.  
 Other topics currently available 
include army organization, 
battlefield death, black soldiers, 
infantry tactics, military 
engagements, monuments, 
remembering the war, the Battle of 
Gettysburg, the Gettysburg Address, 
War between the States, and Union 
leaders. Go to http://
www.civilwar.org/education/in4 
when you have time on your hands! 
 


