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General-in-Chief’s 

Report 
by 

Tim  Maurice 
 

Hello Everyone,  
 Eric Wittenberg speaking about 
John Buford at Gettysburg. October 
8th at 7 p.m. 
 Nuff said.  

 

date:  
Wednesday, October 8, 2014 
time: 

7:00 p.m. 
location:  
Towers Hall, Room 318 
Otterbein University  
Westerville, OH  43281 
speaker/topic:  
Eric Wittenberg—John Buford 

this month’s meeting 

Adjutant General’s 

Report  
September 10, 

2014 
by  

Tom Ayers 
 

Army of the Potomac on the Move 
(The Wilderness and Spotsylvania 

Courthouse) 

 Spotsylvania historian Greg 
Mertz trained spotlights on two 
Gettysburg heroes who occupied 
difficult spots as new Union army 
commander Ulysses S. Grant 
launched his great offensive against 
Robert E. Lee in Virginia in the spring 
of 1864. 
 Mertz, supervisory historian for 
the National Park Service for 
Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania, 
spoke to the Roundtable in 
September. 
 Ill-tempered George Gordon 
Meade, habitually inclined to 
squabbles with one and all, had 
triumphed at Gettysburg in July 
1863 after accepting command of 
the Union army mere days before 
the battle. But Meade came under 
criticism for not pursuing Lee 
vigorously enough, it was argued, to 
destroy the Army of Northern 
Virginia. 
 When President Abraham Lincoln 
summoned Grant north to take 
command of the Union army in 
Virginia in March 1864, Meade 

(continued on page 2) 

Answer to the 
September Puzzler  

 

Puzzler:  
Eager to display his strength, 
which general habitually 
showed off by lifting his 
wife to a seat on the 
mantelpiece? 
 
Answer: Major General 
Don Carlos Buell  
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offered to resign. His offer was 
refused, and Meade retained 
command of the army. But the 
strategy was Grant’s, and Meade 
frequently chafed under his 
superior, especially resenting 
Grant’s 
favoritism 
toward 
officers who 
had served 
under him, 
namely 
Philip 
Sheridan. 
Little Phil 
was 
Meade’s 
peer in prickliness and pugnacity. 
 Gouverneur Kemble Warren 
was a brilliant engineer who  
was Meade’s chief engineer at 
Gettysburg. It was Warren who 
spotted rebel forces waiting in  
the woods at the south end of 
Seminary Ridge on July 2, 
gathering to attack the Union’s 
highly vulnerable left flank on 
Cemetery Ridge. Though not in 
command of infantry, Warren, with 
great initiative, scrambled to 
reinforce the Union left flank on 
Little Round Top, enabling the 
Federals to repulse a Confederate 
attack. 
 By the spring of 1864 Warren 
was in command of the Fifth Corps. 
Though surely more comfortable as 
an engineer, infantry command was 
not new to Warren. As a colonel he 
commanded the Third Brigade, 
made up of the Fifth and Tenth New 
York volunteers, of Sykes’s Division 
at the Second Battle of Manassas in 
August 1862. On August 30, the 
third day of the battle, Warren’s 
brigade and batteries were left 

hopelessly exposed as John Pope 
hurled his army against Stonewall 
Jackson at the Deep Cut of an 
unfinished railroad line. Lee 
unleashed James Longstreet on 
Pope’s left flank, which included 
Warren’s position. Despite withering 
artillery and infantry fire from 
Warren, overwhelming numbers of 
rebels overran Warren’s position as 
the New Yorkers retreated. Warren 
learned a valuable lesson in caution 
before committing troops without 

knowing the 
strength of  
the enemy. 
 Grant’s 
army of 
120,000 
crossed the 
Rapidan River 
on May 4, 

1964, into the 
Wilderness 
west of 
Fredericksburg. 
Ordered to 
attack Richard 
Ewell’s force at 
9:00 a.m. May 5 
at Saunders 
Field on the 
Orange Turnpike, Warren 
delayed until that afternoon.  
The attacked failed, and doubts 
began to form that Warren 
would follow orders. Confused 
fighting in the burning forest 
continued for two days. 
 After dark on May 7 Meade and 
Grant ordered their commanders to 
race to Spotsylvania Courthouse to 
the east. Delayed by Confederate 

cavalry, advance Union forces 
encountered rebel lines already set 
up along Brock Road at Spindle 
Farm, blocking their advance to the 
courthouse on May 8. 
 In a series of unsuccessful 
piecemeal attacks on May 10, 
Warren’s corps stormed rebel lines 
at Laurel Hill but was driven back. 
Sixth Corps commander John 
Sedgwick was killed by a sniper’s 
shot that day, and at dusk, Colonel 
Emory Upton launched his daring 
columnar bayonet charge with 
twelve regiments on the Mule Shoe 
Salient, easily penetrating rebel 
trenches and capturing hundreds of 
prisoners, including two generals. 
But Upton was unsupported, so he 
had to withdraw. 
 Meanwhile, Sheridan had 
departed for Richmond in search  

of Jeb Stuart on May 9 with more 
than 10,000 cavalrymen and 32 
artillery pieces. Meade and 
Sheridan had fallen out quickly in 
the offensive. Sheridan objected to 
Meade’s use of his cavalry in the 
customary roles of reconnaissance 
and screening. Sheridan wanted  
to attack the rebels, namely Stuart, 
and maneuvered around Meade to 

make his case to Grant. Grant 
consented to detach Sheridan, 
denying the army his services. 
 Sheridan and Stuart clashed  
at Yellow Tavern, just north of  

(continued on page 3) 
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Warren 

Meade 

Grant 
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Civil War Tour 
News 

 

 We received the following 
message from Greg Biggs: 
Hello everyone, 
 First, my apologies in not getting 
this out sooner. My two careers 
have tied me up a lot the last three 
weeks. We have some good news 
and some bad news. Bad goes first: 
 We are postponing the planned 
Devil on the Railroad: Nathan 
Bedford Forrest in Northern 
Alabama tour to sometime in 2015. 
We hit some logistics snags for this 
planned early November run, so we 
are dropping it back into 2015. 
Things are really heating up in the 
Middle Tennessee area with the 
events coming fast and furious for 
the Spring Hill/Franklin battle and 
the Battle of Nashville, and the Lotz 
House staff is already being 
swamped. The response has caught 
folks off guard in terms of how big it 
is. So rather than do something half-
baked, they decided to punt into 
2015 when they can devote better 
attention to the tours. 
 They are also still planning a Devil 
on the River: Forrest’s 1864 West 
Tennessee Raid covering his famous 
attack on the Union supply base at 
Johnsonville, Tennessee, in early 
November 1864. 
 As soon as we can slot those 
dates in we will let you know for  

(continued on page 4) 
 

October Puzzler  
 

In which year were 
conquered banners 

returned peacefully to 
the South? 

Wittenberg Speaks  

to Roundtable 

  

 The COCWRT’s own Eric J. 
Wittenberg will be speaking at our 
October meeting about John Buford 
at Gettysburg. With “The Devil’s to 
Pay”: John Buford at Gettysburg. A 
History and Walking Tour, 
Wittenberg has written a 
comprehensive tactical study of the 
actions waged by Buford, his 
dismounted troopers, and his horse 
artillerists prior to and during the 
battle. 
 Wittenberg is an accomplished 
American Civil War cavalry historian 
and author. An attorney in Ohio, 
Wittenberg has authored more than 
a dozen books on Civil War cavalry 
subjects, as well as two dozen 
articles in popular magazines such as 
North & South, Blue & Gray, 
America’s Civil War, and Gettysburg 
Magazine. His first book, 
Gettysburg’s Forgotten Cavalry 
Actions, won the prestigious 1998 
Bachelder-Coddington Literary 
Award. The second edition won the 
Army Historical Foundation’s 
Distinguished Writing Award, for 
Reprint, 2011. 
 Wittenberg is a favored speaker 
at Civil War Roundtables and 
conducts tours of cavalry battlefields 
and related sites. He was 
instrumental in saving important 
battlefield land at Trevilian Station, 
Virginia, and wrote the text for the 
historical waysides located there. He 
lives in Columbus with his wife, 
Susan, and their beloved dogs. 
Wittenberg is the CEO of Ironclad 
Publishing Inc.  
 

Richmond, on May 11. Union Private 
John Huff, a former sharpshooter, 
had been dismounted when he shot 
Stuart in the abdomen with his .44-
caliber revolver. Stuart died the next 
day. Huff would be killed at Haws 
Shop in June. 
 Back at Spotsylvania, impressed 
by Upton’s success, Meade and 
Grant ordered Winfield Hancock to 
launch a massive assault at dawn on 
May 12 on what became known as 
the Bloody Angle. Federal soldiers 
completely overwhelmed the rebels. 
Some twenty-two hours of vicious 
hand-to-hand combat ensued until 
Confederate reinforcements were 
able to repel their foes. 
 Also on May 12, Warren was 
almost replaced as commander. But 
his days were numbered. His 
command would end at Five Forks 
and Dinwiddie Courthouse south of 
Petersburg at the hands of Sheridan 
and Grant in April 1865. Warren 
attempted to reclaim his reputation 
the rest of his life. 
 Meade continued his tense 
relationship with Grant to the end of 
the war, declining to attend Lee’s 
surrender at Appomattox.  
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2014 COCWRT 

CALENDAR  

 

November 12 
 Patrick Schroeder—11th 
New York Infantry 
 
No Meeting in December 

 

The War Correspondent 
Sheryl Taylor, Editor 

 
Round Table Officers 
Tim Maurice 
General-in-Chief 
    614-361-7313 
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Dave Delisio 
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both tours. Now the good news . . . 
 SAVE THE DATE - Atlanta 
Campaign Tour Part Two: The River 
Line to Jonesboro. 
 The Lotz House can now confirm 
these dates for the above tour - 
March 25–29 (Wednesday through 
Sunday), 2015. This is the last 
weekend of the month. 
 This tour will be four days on the 
field and again base out of Franklin, 
Tennessee, as last time. We head 
down to Georgia Wednesday 
afternoon to Marietta. Stay at same 
hotel every night. Tours will be done 
on Thursday, Friday, Saturday, and 
some of Sunday (mainly Allatoona 
Pass Battlefield and possibly one 
museum) on the way back. This tour 
adds a fourth day, as this way we 
can factor in some museum time like 
the Atlanta History Center (one of 
the three best Civil War museums in 
the nation), Gone with the Wind 
Museum, and the Margaret Mitchell 
House. Even though her book was a 
novel, it was about the Atlanta 
Campaign and thus a perfect tie in,  
I think. We will see her grave at one 
stop as well. The museum stops add 
a bit to the tour so that it is not all 
battlefields. We are hopeful to get in 
either Ezra Church or Utoy Creek 
battlefield as part of this tour. 
 Proposed stops will include: 
Johnston’s River Line—Shoupade 
Park, Roswell, and the Union river 
crossings; Battle of Peachtree Creek 
(several stops); Battle of Atlanta 
(several stops); Battle of either Ezra 
Church or Utoy Creek; Battle of 
Jonesboro (several stops); Atlanta 
Cyclorama; Atlanta History Center; 
Margaret Mitchell House; Gone with 
the Wind Museum; and Allatoona 
Pass Battlefield (the first battle of 
Hood’s Tennessee Campaign). 

 We will have local historians 
speak to us at night as with the first 
tour. Planned speakers include 
Charlie Crawford (Georgia Battlefield 
Association), Stephen Davis (noted 
historian and author), and either 
Russell Bonds or Gordon Jones 
(Atlanta History Center curator). All 
are based in Atlanta. Stephen Davis 
has a recent book out on the 
destruction of Atlanta that is 
masterful. 
 As soon as the numbers are 
developed, I will get them out to 
you. Cavalier Tours will handle the 
hotels, coach, and other tour related 
services as with the first tour, and all 
of this will be factored into the tour 
package price as before. We have 
been asked if some folks can fly 
directly into Atlanta and head home 
from there. That’s perfectly fine, but 
there is no tour price discount, and 
you will also miss the stops on 
Sunday, in particular, Allatoona Pass 
Battlefield. Please keep that in mind 
when making your plans. 
 There will be single- and double-
room packages as before, but it will 
be the responsibility of tour 
attendees to set up any roommates 
for these rooms. If you email me 
that you would like to share a room, 
I will post it to everyone, and you 
can work things out with them. We 
had a couple guests do that last 
time, in fact. 
 Tour guides will again be Greg 
Biggs and Thomas Cartwright. 
 Thanks for your time. Sorry again 
about the Alabama Forrest tour, but 
look for that in 2015 along with 
other planned tours. 
 Thanks very much for your past 
support. 
 Greg Biggs  
 


