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Hello, Everyone!  
 I’d like to extend a hearty thank 
you to Eric Johnson for stepping up 
and sharing his knowledge of the 
Indian Wars and the frontier soldier 
with us last month. Job well done 
Eric!  
 That’s it for this month as I need 
to return to my driveway to further 
engage in the never-ending snow 
and ice battle. See everyone in 
sunny March. 

 

Which Indian tribe was 
the first to declare its 

loyalty to the 
Confederate States of 

America?  

 It all started on a bend of Big 
Sandy Creek in the scrubby plains  
of southeastern Colorado in late 
1864.  The massacre of unarmed 
Indian women and children by U.S. 
soldiers enraged Plains Indian tribes, 
virtually eliminated peaceful chiefs, 
produced almost two decades of 
heightened violence in the northern 
Plains, and disrupted life and society 
among Cheyenne and Arapaho 
tribes for generations. 
 The agent of this murderous 
incident was Colonel John 
Chivington. Born in 1821 in Lebanon, 
Ohio, he was a hero of the Civil War 
who defeated Confederates from 
Texas at the pivotal battle of 
Glorieta Pass in New Mexico in 
March 1862 which kept the 
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Southwest in Union hands. Nick-
named the “Fighting Parson” for his 
aggression in the Kansas border 
wars of the 1850s, Chivington was a 
Methodist minister who hated two 
things passionately: slaveholders 
and Indians. He would indulge both 
hatreds. 
 Some 700 Cheyenne and 
Arapaho tribespeople under Black 
Kettle, White Antelope, and Left 
Hand occupied a sprawling village  
on the river in November 1864 as 
Chivington led 675 troopers of his 
Colorado militia into sight of the 
tepees on November 28. Both an 
American flag and a white flag 
rippled over the tents, signifying 
that the inhabitants were peaceful 
and largely unarmed. 
 Nevertheless, the soldiers 
swooped down on the village on 
November 29, killing an estimated 
four hundred Indians, mostly 
unarmed women and children, as 
the able-bodied men were off 
hunting. In one report issued after 
three Congressional inquiries into 
the Sand Hill Massacre, U.S. soldiers 
were found to have disgraced their 
uniforms and to have committed 
acts of cruelty and barbarity. 
Chivington was henceforth known  
as the Butcher of Sand Hill. Yet to 

some, he was not a villain as the 
small town of Chivington near the 
site was named in his honor. 
Chivington lived to age seventy-
three and is buried in Denver. 
 Roundtable member Eric 
Johnson, author of No Greater 
Calling:  A Chronological Record of 
Sacrifice and Heroism during the 
Western Indian Wars, 1865–1898, 
spoke at the February meeting 
about a bloody encounter at present
-day Casper, Wyoming, that was an 
outgrowth of the Sand Hill slaughter. 
 While his subject was not the 
Civil War, it had roots in the conflict. 
When war broke out, William Oliver 
Collins of Hillsboro, Ohio, a promi-
nent lawyer and Ohio state senator, 
was asked to recruit volunteers from 
southwest Ohio for a cavalry unit. 
He raised the first four companies of 
what became the 11th Ohio Cavalry. 
The regiment was shipped to Saint 
Louis in April 1862. Instead of being 
sent to fight rebels in Missouri and 
Arkansas, the regiment marched to 

Fort Laramie on the Oregon Trail in 
Idaho Territory to protect travelers, 
settlers, and telegraph lines. From 
July 1863 to July 1866, the 11th Ohio 

fought eighteen “engagements” 
with Indians. 
 Colonel Collins, for whom Fort 
Collins, Colorado, is named, brought 
his nineteen-year-old son Caspar out 
west to serve on his staff. Caspar 
loved to sketch Indians and tepees 
while growing up at his family home 
of Dogwood Knob in Hillsboro. 
Caspar sketched army forts and 
other facilities in the territories. In 
fact, his drawings are the only 
remaining depictions of military 
installations and other structures  
at that time. 
 Platte River Station, on a 
horseshoe bend of the North Platte 
River, was a strategic outpost, 
protecting a one thousand-foot-long 
bridge, the final crossing of the river 
for the various branches of the 
Oregon Trail and other roads. 
 Second Lieutenant Collins, who 
had been dispatched to Laramie 
with a detachment of the 11th 
Kansas Cavalry, returned to Platte 
station at 4:00 p.m. July 25, 1865. 
The surrounding area was crawling 
with Cheyenne and Sioux. In fact, on 
that day soldiers had skirmished 
with Indians north of the river, 
killing Cheyenne chief High-Backed 
Wolf. 
 Captain Henry Clay Bretney, 
commander of the 11th Ohio, also 
returned to Platte station, having 
escorted supply wagons under 
commissary Sergeant Amos Custard 
of the 11th Kansas to Sweetwater 
Station to the southwest. On the 
return Custard decided to spend the 
night at Lower Willow Springs Creek, 
saying his horses and mules were 
too tired to continue. Bretney 
unsuccessfully urged the sergeant to 
return to the safety of the station. 

 (continued on page 3) 
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 Entering Platte station, Bretney 
rushed to wake a sleeping Major 
Martin Anderson, pleading with the 
commanding officer to send out a 
rescue party immediately. Anderson 
brushed him off and went back to 
sleep. 

 Early the next morning, July 26, 
Anderson reconsidered and ordered 
Collins to take two sergeants and a 
corporal of the 11th Ohio and 
twenty-five men of the 11th Kansas 
to escort Custard, who was headed 
back to the station. Conveniently, 
three lieutenants (Clancy, Drew, and 
Walker) of the 11th Kansas refused, 
claimed illness, or avoided the 
assignment. Bretney beseeched 
Collins not to go, knowing it was 
suicidal as some three thousand 
Indians surrounded the station. 
 Collins accepted the order and 
rode out across the bridge on a high-
spirited, borrowed horse at 7:30 
a.m. As his small command reached 
a bluff and turned west, Indians 
descended to the front and rear of 
Collins’s force. The fight was over in 

about ten minutes. Collins ordered 
retreat but was overwhelmed. In 
one account, Collins turned back to 
rescue a fallen comrade. Collins’s 
mount threw off the wounded 
soldier and bolted toward charging 
Indians. Already wounded by an 
arrow to the forehead, Collins rode 
into his foes with reins in his mouth, 
both revolvers blazing. He was 
quickly cut down. 
 Only the brave action of Bretney 
and his men, covering the retreat, 
allowed some of Collins’s men to 
reach the bridge and safety. 
Bretney, enraged and distraught, 
fought with some of his fellow 
officers during a council of war 
following the rout. He was thrown  
in the stockade. 
 Meanwhile, Custard, his three 
wagons and twenty-five men were 
headed back to the station. Custard 
refused aid from a detachment of 
the 11th Ohio who were also 
headed back to the station. Custard 
was besieged by Indians in an action 
that became known as the Battle of 

Red Buttes, another slaughter. 
Wagons burned. It is unknown 
where Custard is buried.   
 In all, twenty-eight soldiers were 
killed and ten wounded. Collins’s 
mutilated remains were recovered 
and returned to Hillsboro for burial. 
He was described as “a bright 
example of heroism.” In its August 
3, 1865, edition the Highland (Ohio) 
Weekly News wrote that Collins 
“always discharged his duty with 
zeal and fidelity. . . .” 
 A broken man, Bretney was  
court-martialed and dismissed from 
the army, likely for drunkenness. 
 In November 1865 Platte Bridge 
Station was renamed Fort Caspar, 
now a historic site. And the city was 
named Casper, though the spelling 
is different.  
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Beginning checking account 
statement balance 2/1/2015 = 
$1,962.59 
February = $88  
 ($50 dues, $38 book raffle) 
February debits = $25  
 ($25 to Mike Peters for January 
 speaker expenses)  
Ending checking account statement 
balance 2/28/2015 = $2,025.59 
 

 

 For twenty-two straight hours, in 
torrential downpours, up to their 
knees in mud and blood, Federals 
and Confederates slugged it out in 
the most intense sustained hand-to-
hand combat of the war. A panoply 
of horror, one soldier called it. A 
Saturnalia of blood. Hell’s Half-Acre. 
The slaughter pen of Spotsylvania. 
Most remember it simply as the 
Bloody Angle. 
 Chris Mackowski, Ph.D., will 
speak to us in March about the 
Bloody Angle. Mackowski is the 
editor-in-chief of Emerging Civil War 
and managing editor of the 
Emerging Civil War Series. He is a 
professor of journalism and mass 
communication at St. Bonaventure 
University in Allegany, New York, 
and historian-in-residence at 
Stevenson Ridge, a historic property 
on the Spotsylvania battlefield in 
central Virginia.  
 He has also worked as a historian 
for the National Park Service at 
Fredericksburg & Spotsylvania 
National Military Park, where he 
gives tours at four major Civil War 
battlefields (Fredericksburg, 
Chancellorsville, Wilderness, and 
Spotsylvania), as well as at the 
building where Stonewall Jackson 
died. Mackowski serves on the 
national advisory board for the Civil 
War Chaplains Museum in 
Lynchburg, Virginia.  
 Mackowski is a prolific writer, 
having authored or edited dozens of 
Civil War books and articles for such 
notable periodicals as Blue&Gray, 
Civil War Times, and Hallowed 
Ground.  
 

 

 

 The American Civil War Museum 
of Ohio in Tiffin, Ohio, invites you to 
become a sponsor for their annual 
reception/ fundraiser which will be 
held on Saturday, April 11, 2015. 
This year their program is entitled “A 
Civil War Musical Revue with Steve 
Ball and Lisa Williams.” Come and 
hear Steve and Lisa as they take you 
back in time to the 1860s when life 
was slower, but a terrible war was 
going on with families often fighting 
each other. There was great joy, 
sadness, longing, homesickness, and 
hope for a better tomorrow. Listen 
as they sing and tell the history of 
songs that gave voice to the feelings 
of the time. 
 Steve is a collector of original 
Civil War sheet music and guitars. 
He will be playing one of his guitars 
and will display some of his sheet 

music. You will truly enjoy and learn 
from this unique and wonderful 
program.  
 Please consider becoming a 
sponsor to help defray the costs to 
operate the museum. It is totally 
supported by admission fees, 
memberships, and donations. They 
are a nonprofit 501(c)3, have no 
paid employees, and wish to 
continue their mission to educate, 
preserve, and enlighten as many 
people as possible about the Civil 
War and Ohio’s large contribution to 
that effort. Please contact board 
member Victoria Allen 
(vrallen85@yahoo.com) with 
questions about the event.  
 

2015 COCWRT 

CALENDAR  

 

April 8 
 Dale Phillips—Civil War New 
Orleans 
 
May 13 
 Tonia “Teej” Smith—Orton 
Williams 
 
June 10 
 Howard Strouse—Lew 
Wallace: Glory in Which Arena? 
 
July 8 
 Zachary Cowsert—The Civil 
War in Indian Territory 
 
August 12 
 Phillip Greenwalt—Battle of 
Groveton 
 
September 9 
 Dave Bush—Johnson’s Island 


