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 Spring has sprung, and we are in 
the final phase of commemorating 
the war’s 150th anniversary. On 
April 12, 2011, the sesquicentennial 
began, and it will end on April 9, 
2015. There is no better time than 
now to pause and reflect on what 
our civil war means to you and how 
it has shaped our country. This 
roundtable is a servant to keeping 
the Civil War era alive while passing 
on to our fellow citizens the ideals 
and lessons that that time in our 
history can present to us, the good 
and the bad. 
 I look forward to seeing everyone 
April 8th.  

 

Beginning checking account statement balance 3/1/2015 = $2,025.59 
March receipts = $0  
February debits = $331  
 ($200 to March speaker, $131 to Mike Peters for March speaker 
expenses)  
Ending checking account statement balance 3/31/2015 = $1,694.59 

this month’s  

meeting 

date:  
Wednesday, April 8, 2015 
time: 

7:00 p.m. 
location:  
Towers Hall, Room 318 
Otterbein University  
Westerville, OH  43281 
speaker/topic:  
Dale Phillips—Civil War New 
Orleans 

 

Puzzler:  
Which Indian tribe was the first 
to declare its loyalty to the 
Confederate States of 
America? 
 
Answer: The Choctaws, 
on February 7, 1861 
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Which naval officer had 
a chamber pot emptied 
on his head in occupied 

New Orleans? 

 

 From the moment the Civil War 
began, the principle objectives of 
the Union war effort, as part of the 
Anaconda Plan, were to blockade 
southern ports of entry and capture 
the Mississippi River Valley. Both 
these elements come into play when 
looking at the Union approach to  
the city of New Orleans. A great  
deal of attention has always been 
given to the Union advance and the 
Confederate defense of the upper 
Mississippi Valley. Only a small 
amount of attention has been given 
to the story of what took place at 
the mouth of the river and in the 
lower delta. 
 In his presentation to our 
Roundtable, Dale Phillips will 
examine the April 1862 capture of 
New Orleans, the largest city in the 
Confederacy, and its implications  
to the Confederate cause. The  
battle itself and David Farragut’s 
fleet’s running past Forts Jackson 
and St. Philip will be the cornerstone 
of his talk.  
 He will discuss the Confederate 
attempts to defend the city despite 
a lack of support from the 
government in Richmond, as well as 
look in detail at the Confederate 
attempt to defend the lower river. 
This will include the little known 
effort to construct a River Defense 
Fleet anchored by what would have 
been the most powerful ironclads 
the Confederacy would ever try to 
construct, the powerful CSS 
Louisiana and the Mississippi. 
 Dale Phillips is a native of New 
Jersey. He earned his BA degree in 
American history from York College 

 

 As Ulysses S. Grant and George 
G. Meade crossed the Rapidan River 
in northern Virginia on May 4, 1864, 
Grant’s objective was to annihilate 
Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern 
Virginia. Grant could have cared less 
about taking the Confederate capital 
of Richmond. It could have been 
Timbuktu. 
 As such, Grant was aligned with 
Lincoln and his War Department, 
who were desperate to end the 
bloodshed. Grant’s famous 
command to Meade was succinct: 
“Where Lee goes, you will go, too.” 
 But totally defeating an opposing 
army is rare in the history of 
warfare. And it’s risky for the 
aggressor as he exposes himself to 
heavy losses, especially against a 
wily foe like Lee. 
 Grant’s Army of the Potomac had 
overwhelming numerical superiority 
over Lee’s army, which had suffered 
a severe defeat the previous July at 
Gettysburg—Grant had some 
122,000 versus 66,000 rebels. 
 The ensuing two months, known 
as Grant’s Overland Campaign, 
would yield such staggering death 
and destruction that Lincoln 
agonized over how he would explain 
the losses to a war-weary nation. 
 “A season of slaughter” is how 
Chris Mackowski described the 
battle of Spotsylvania Courthouse 
from May 7–21, 1864, the second 
major engagement of the campaign,  

(continued on page 3) 

of Pennsylvania in 1978. Phillips 
began working for the National Park 
Service as an interpreter at 
Gettysburg in 1976. Over his career 
he has been a law enforcement 
ranger for the Army Corps of 
Engineers at Lake Shelbyville, Illinois, 
and an interpretive ranger at Fort 
Sumter, Charleston, South Carolina. 
Phillips also was supervisory park 
ranger/historian at Chickamauga/
Chattanooga National Military Park, 
unit manager of the Chalmette 
(Battle of New Orleans site) Unit of 
Jean Lafitte National Historical Park, 
unit manager of the Acadian Unit of 
Jean Lafitte, and superintendent of 
the George Rogers Clark National 
Historical Park. 
 Currently Phillips is superinten-
dent of the Lincoln Home National 
Historic Site in Springfield, IL. He also 
works as a guide/lecturer for the 
Delta Queen Steamboat Company, 
Civil War roundtables, and other 
history touring organizations. His 
area of expertise is from the colonial 
period (French and Indian War) 
through the American Civil War. 
Phillips has written numerous 
articles on U.S. military history for 
various publications. 
 He is married to the former Carol 
Patton Bernstein of Shreveport, 
Louisiana, and they have one 
daughter, Laura, who attends 
college in Phoenix, Arizona.  
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when he spoke at the March 
Roundtable meeting. 
 Lee was quick to engage Grant  
on May 5 in the tangled seventy-
square-mile second growth forest 
known as the Wilderness. Heavy 
undergrowth, briars, ivy, and 
saplings negated Grant’s superiority 
and ability to maneuver, resulting in 

a two-and-
a-half day 
confusion 
of dense 
smoke, 
fires, and 
friendly-
fire 
casualties 
as the two 
sides 
frequently 
were 
unable to 

distinguish friend from foe. 
 Mackowski, professor of 
journalism and mass communication 
at Saint Bonaventure University of 
Allegany, New York, is editor-in-chief 
and managing editor of Emerging 
Civil War and the Emerging Civil War 
series, respectively. Emerging Civil 
War is a collective of scholars and a 
platform for sharing original 
research and scholarship on the war. 
Mackowski is also historian-in-
residence at Stevenson Ridge, an 87-
acre bed and breakfast and event 
center owned by his wife’s parents, 
on the eastern edge of the Spot-
sylvania Court House battlefield. The 
center is named for Union Brigadier 
General Thomas Greeley Stevenson, 
who was killed on May 10. The site 
contains intact trenches and earth-
works from the battle. 
 Without maps, diagrams, or 
visual aids of any sort, Mackowski 

strode around our meeting room, 
using it as a theater in the round, to 
describe the epic battle. 
 Recognizing the futility of 
continued combat in the Wilderness, 
Grant broke off the battle on May 7, 
ordering General Philip Sheridan’s 
cavalry to clear the Brock Road to 
Spotsylvania Court House. But Lee, 
cutting his own road to the south-
east, beat Grant to the destination. 
When the first Union infantry troops 
marched down the road, they found 
the road blocked and Sheridan’s 
cavalrymen dozing.  Meade’s latent 
internal volcano erupted at 
Sheridan. They staged an epic 
confrontation. Sheridan, with 

Grant’s permission, ended up riding 
off to confront and kill Jeb Stuart, 
which he did at Yellow Tavern north 
of Richmond on May 11. But Meade 
was left with no cavalry for intel-
ligence and support, resulting in 
thousands of Union deaths, 
according to Mackowski. 
 Initial Union attacks on Lee’s 
positions failed. Confederate 
General Dick Ewell aligned his troops 
in a vulnerable salient. Colonel 
Emory Upton launched a daring and 
unprecedented attack on May 10 in 
columns that punched through 
Ewell’s line at what became known 
as the Muleshoe Crescent or Bloody 

Angle. Upton overwhelmed Con-
federate defenses, capturing scores, 
but without adequate support, he 
was forced to withdraw. 
 The next day Lee thought Grant 
would go left and pulled artillery 
from Ewell, but Winfield Scott 
Hancock’s corps replicated Upton’s 
charge with 20,000 men. Again, 
Union forces overwhelmed rebel 
lines, capturing 20 artillery pieces 
and 3,000 soldiers, and several 

generals. The following 22 hours 
were an unrelenting blood bath of 
desperate hand-to-hand combat as 
opposing soldiers fought in the rain 
and mud atop the slippery bodies of 
their fallen comrades and foes. Lee 
fell back, fortified, and waited. On 
May 17–18, federals attacked but 
were driven off by artillery. Ewell 
launched a flank attack but was 
driven off by Union reinforcements. 
 Grant, accepting that the battle 
could not be won, again headed east 
and south, trying to get around Lee. 
The great generals would meet 
again at North Anna River and Cold 
Harbor before Grant would set up 
east of Petersburg and commence a 
long siege.  
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Welcome, new roundtable members 
 

William F. Clarey 
Van Young  

 

session will involve about three miles 
of walking, with some elevation 
changes (none greater than 100 feet) 
along the way.  
 Post Tour Gathering Site 
manager extraordinaire Kurt Holman 
will be giving a talk on the history of 
the park and future plans. Local 
noted author Stuart Sanders 
(Perryville Under Fire and Maney’s 
Confederate Brigade at the Battle of 
Perryville) will be giving a talk on the 
aftermath of the Perryville battle.  
For more information, visit http://
ohioatperryville.blogspot.com  

 

PERRYVILLE: Perryville Walking 
Tour Weekend 
May 15–16, 2015 
 Dry Canteen Trail Walk (May 15) 
This walk replicates the Federal First 
Corps approach to the battlefield. 
The Dry Canteen Trail is a scout trail 
that scouts, without water to 
simulate what the Union troops 
were going through on October 7, 
could earn a badge and learn about 
the Battle of Perryville. The trail 
consists of road walking, so wear 
comfortable walking shoes, bring 
water and snacks, and wear bright 
colors so that passing cars may see 
us more easily. Do not let the 
distance deter you from joining as 
we will have an easy pace and 
smooth surface to enjoy. Post walk 
event will be at Bluegrass Pizza and 
Pub, where we can enjoy a great 
local restaurant and a well-deserved 
beverage and chat about Perryville. 
 Walking Tour of Perryville 
Battlefield (May 16) Join Chuck Lott 
and Darryl Smith for an extended 
walking tour of the Perryville 
Battlefield State Historic Site. There 
will be a morning session, a break 
for lunch, and then an afternoon 
session (covering a different part of 
the battle than the morning session). 
We have added an evening session 
with Stuart Sanders, so please plan 
on joining us after the walking tour 
for some enjoyable post tour 
camaraderie. Attendees should wear 
comfortable clothing, sturdy walking 
shoes, bring water and snacks, and 
pack a lunch. History buffs and the 
general public are all welcome! Each 

 

 It’s time to pay your membership 
dues. As a reminder, dues are 

$25 for individuals 
$35 for families 
$15 for students 

 
 The following people have al-
ready renewed their memberships: 

Tom Ayres 
Judith Bennett 

Robert, Marlene, and Kevin Hatton 
Keith Krinn 

Ken Ramsey 
Brad Snyder 

  
 Let’s make next month’s list even 
longer. Bring your checkbooks (or 
cash) to the April meeting! If you 
prefer, you may send your dues to 
the following address: 
Central Ohio Civil War Round Table 

P.O. Box 471 
Lewis Center, OH 43035-0471 

 

 The American Civil War Museum 
of Ohio is just a short drive north of 
Columbus in Tiffin, Ohio. Their ex-
hibits feature artifacts, dioramas, 
mannequins, AV tools, hands-on 
experiences, and informational dis-
plays. A twenty-minute video, 
“Ohio’s Role in the Civil War” plays 
in the theater for free viewing. 
 The museum features more than 
ten thousand square feet of exhibit, 
research, and presentation space. 
The eight main exhibit areas are The 
Road to War, The War Begins, Life of 
a Soldier, Andrew’s Raiders, Leaders, 
The First Modern War, Medicine, 
While in the Hands of the Enemy, 
Life at Home, The War Ends, and 
Ohio Leads a Nation. 
 The museum also houses a re-
search library with hundreds of Civil 
War-themed books. 
 If enough people are interested 
in touring the museum, we will go as 
a Roundtable. Please let Tim know if 
you’d like to go.  
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The War Correspondent 
Sheryl Taylor, Editor 

 
Round Table Officers 
Tim Maurice 
General-in-Chief 
    614-361-7313 
    Tim.Maurice@cardinalhealth.com 
Dave Delisio 
Inspector General 
    740-879-3944 
    eddelisio@sbcglobal.net 
Tom Ayres 
Adjutant General 
    614-939-4910 
    tayres@insight.rr.com 
Mike Peters 
Historian General 
    614-866-6766 
    npeters102@aol.com 
Patty Barker 
Chief of Signal Corps 
    614-985-3353 
Tim Maurice 
Webmaster 
    614-361-7313 
    Tim.Maurice@cardinalhealth.com 
War Council Members 
Tim Maurice  
War Council Commander 
Ed Chapdelaine 
Greg Drakulich 
Lowell Fauver 
Wendy Peters 

 

 

 Join the National Park Service in 
ringing “Bells across the Land: A 
Nation Remembers Appomattox.” 
For the past four years, the National 
Park Service and many other 
organizations and individuals have 
been commemorating the 150th 
Anniversary of the Civil War and the 
continuing efforts for human rights 
today. On April 9, 1865, Union Gen. 
Ulysses S. Grant met Confederate 

Gen. Robert E. Lee to set the terms 
of surrender of Lee’s Army of 
Northern Virginia. In conjunction 
with a major event at Appomattox 
Court House National Historical 
Park, the National Park Service and 
its partners invite communities 
across the nation to join in this 
commemoration.  
 The bells will ring first at 
Appomattox at 3:00 p.m. on April 9, 
2015. The ringing will coincide with 
the moment the historic meeting 
between Grant and Lee in the 
McLean House at Appomattox Court 
House ended. While Lee’s surrender 
did not end the Civil War, the act is 
seen by most Americans as the 
symbolic end of four years of 
bloodshed.  
 After the ringing at Appomattox, 
bells will reverberate across the 
country. Churches, temples, schools, 
city halls, public buildings, historic 
sites, and others are invited to ring 
bells precisely at 3:15 p.m. for four 
minutes (each minute symbolic of a 
year of war). Let bells ring across the 
land!  
 
  

  

2015 COCWRT 

CALENDAR  

 

May 13 
 Tonia “Teej” Smith—Orton 
Williams 
 
June 10 
 Howard Strouse—Lew 
Wallace: Glory in Which Arena? 
 
July 8 
 Zachary Cowsert—The Civil 
War in Indian Territory 
 
August 12 
 Phillip Greenwalt—Battle of 
Groveton 
 
September 9 
 Dave Bush—Johnson’s Island 
 
October 14 
 Dave Bastian—Grant’s Canal 

 

November 11 
 Daniel Davis—Rock Hurler 
George Crook, Army of West 
Virginia, and the Battle of 
Fisher’s Hill 


