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Hello Everyone, 
 
 We will have one of our own 
presenting us with a talk this month, 
which promises to be thought 
provoking and just a little different 
from our usual fare. Please plan to 
be with us and make Van feel 
welcome. 
 

 

Beginning checking account statement balance 4/1/2015 = $1,694.59 
April receipts = $519 ($435 dues, $48 March/April book raffles; $36 from  
 Ed Chapdelaine aluminum cans recycling) 
April expenses = $393.68 ($200 to April speaker; $150 to Mike Peters for   
 April speaker expenses, $43.68 to Sheryl Taylor for newsletters)  
Ending checking account statement balance 4/30/2015 = $1,819.91 

 

How New Orleans Fell 
 
 When New Orleans surrendered, 
without so much as a whimper, to 
Flag Officer (later admiral) David 
Farragut and the Union navy on April 
29, 1862, the event went virtually 
unnoticed. If not unnoticed, then it 
was certainly vastly overshadowed 
by events elsewhere, namely, 
Ulysses S. Grant’s partial victory at 
Shiloh in Tennessee and George 
McClellan’s Peninsula Campaign in 
Virginia. 
 Farragut, at the end of his rope 
by the foot dragging of Mayor John 
T. Monroe, precipitated the city’s 
surrender by threatening to 
bombard the entire swampy 
expanse. 
 As such, there was no battle of 
New Orleans. There was, however, a 
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brief but fearsome battle for New 
Orleans well south of the city. 

 When Union troops set fire to 
some thirty thousand bales of cotton 
on the city’s wharves, it might have 
appeared to be a battle. 
 New Orleans, the pre-eminent 
city of the antebellum South in 
population (more than 168,000, 
dwarfing Richmond and Charleston 
combined), import and export trade, 
cotton, manufacturing, and inter-
national relations, was an early 
objective of the Union war effort, as 
was control of the entire Mississippi 

River. In addition, its cotton ship-
ments made Louisiana a close 
business partner of Northern 
manufacturers. Secession was a 
close call for the state’s citizens. 
 But the city’s fall to Union control 
did not happen according to plan, 
either in timing or direction. 
 At the Roundtable meeting in 
April, Dale Phillips, National Park 
Service superintendent of the 
Lincoln Home National Historic Site 
in Springfield, Illinois, described how 
Farragut got to the wharves of New 
Orleans. Phillips served as manager 
of the Chalmette (Battle of New 
Orleans) unit of Jean Lafitte National 
Historic Park in Louisiana and is 
intimately familiar with Civil War 
actions throughout the state. 
 As the war unfolded, the Union 
navy established a blockade in the 
Gulf of Mexico and at the mouth of 
the Mississippi River. By October 
1861, Confederate leaders had 
overseen keel-laying for two 
formidable ironclads across the river 
from New Orleans at Algiers. It was 
thought that CSS Louisiana and CSS 
Mississippi, with Forts Jackson and 

Saint Phillip to guard the river some 
seventy-five miles south of New 
Orleans, would protect the city. City 
leaders believed that Union forces 
would attempt to take New Orleans 
from upriver, not downstream from 
Farragut’s Federal West Gulf 
Blockading Squadron. 
 Construction of the two ironclads 
was snake-bitten from the 
beginning. Iron was hard to procure, 
and the Union blockade prevented 
the shipment of oak from Florida. 
Labor strife and a shortage of labor 
prompted shipbuilders to 
concentrate on the Louisiana and 
put construction of the Mississippi 
on the back burner. 
 The Louisiana was designed as a 
264-foot-long casemate ironclad 
with sixteen guns and main engines 
from the steamer Ingomar driving 
two paddlewheels in a center well 
and smaller engines driving two 
screws to aid two rudders. The 
design was flawed as wash from the 
forward paddlewheel muddled the 
after paddlewheel. The same wash 
created eddies at the rudders, 
making it difficult to steer. Its gun  
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ports were too small, restricting 
usage of guns. Also, with the engines 
running, the gun deck was in-
tolerably hot in summer. 
 Despite these problems, Farragut 
was nervous about the threat posed 
by these ironclads, although neither 
had been completed by the spring  
of 1862. While the main engines  
had been installed in the Louisiana, 
engines to operate the rudder 
screws had not been inserted. The 
Mississippi was far from being 
seaworthy due to the decision to 
concentrate on its sister vessel. 
 Earlier than he had intended, 
Farragut steamed upriver with his 
fleet of 46 warships armed with 348 
heavy guns. General Ben Butler, with 
15,000 green New Englanders, 
marched up the swampy delta 
toward the two forts, Fort Jackson 
(74 guns) on the south bank of a 
river bend and Fort Saint Phillip (52 
guns) on the opposite shore. Rebels 
strung chains across the river and 
sent burning boats down the river in 
an attempt to retard the Union fleet, 
but to no avail. 
 Farragut had Commander (later 
admiral) David Dixon Porter’s mortar 
boats bombard the two forts with 

2015 COCWRT 

CALENDAR  

 

June 10 
 Howard Strouse—Lew 
Wallace: Glory in Which Arena? 
 
July 8 
 Zachary Cowsert—The Civil 
War in Indian Territory 
 
August 12 
 Phillip Greenwalt—Battle of 
Groveton 
 
September 9 
 Dave Bush—Johnson’s Island 
 
October 14 
 Dave Bastian—Grant’s Canal 

 

November 11 
 Daniel Davis—Rock Hurler 
George Crook, Army of West 
Virginia, and the Battle of 
Fisher’s Hill 

1,400 shells per day. Little damage 
was inflicted as the shells descended 
into the muck. On April 24 Farragut 
decided to run the two forts. By  
3:40 a.m. his ships reached the forts. 
A ferocious fire fight ensued that 
took the lives of 37 Union sailors 
(147 wounded) and 73 rebels (73 
wounded). By 7:00 a.m. the fleet 
had passed through the fiery 
gauntlet of the forts and was on its 
way to the prize of New Orleans. 
 What of the Louisiana? 
Unfinished, the ironclad had to be 
towed to the north bank of the river 
near the forts. River currents were 
too strong for the ship’s engines to 
handle. Workers still labored on the 
main deck that was filled with 
construction materials. Tied up, the 
ship could not use its stern or port 
guns. The mighty ship got off 
perhaps twelve shots during the 
entire battle. 

 Enlisted men at Fort Jackson 
mutinied on April 28, precipitating 
surrender of both forts to Butler.  
As the fort’s surrender terms were 
being negotiated, the Louisiana was 
set afire. Fire burned the ropes 
tethering the ship to the shore, and 
the Louisiana drifted downriver. 
When it was nearly abreast Fort 

Saint Phillip, fire reached the ship’s 
magazine, and it exploded, killing a 
rebel soldier. 
 The fate of the Mississippi? Even 
worse. It, too, was set ablaze, having 
never fired a shot. 
 Residents of now-occupied New 
Orleans thought disease would wipe 
out the Yankees. But General Butler 
proved to be a clever, though 
reviled, occupier. He had workers 
clean out the city’s fetid canals to 
prevent the spread of disease, and 
he made plantation owners pay 
their wages. 
 The great port city remained in 
Union hands throughout the 
remainder of the war.  
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Welcome, new roundtable member 
 

Ginger Thrush  

 

The War Correspondent 
Sheryl Taylor, Editor 

 
Round Table Officers 
Tim Maurice 
General-in-Chief 
    614-361-7313 
    Tim.Maurice@cardinalhealth.com 
Dave Delisio 
Inspector General 
    740-879-3944 
    eddelisio@sbcglobal.net 
Tom Ayres 
Adjutant General 
    614-939-4910 
    tayres@insight.rr.com 
Mike Peters 
Historian General 
    614-866-6766 
    npeters102@aol.com 
Patty Barker 
Chief of Signal Corps 
    614-985-3353 
Tim Maurice 
Webmaster 
    614-361-7313 
    Tim.Maurice@cardinalhealth.com 
War Council Members 
Tim Maurice  
War Council Commander 
Ed Chapdelaine 
Greg Drakulich 
Lowell Fauver 
Wendy Peters 

 

Puzzler:  
Which naval officer had a 
chamber pot emptied on his 
head in occupied New 
Orleans? 
 
Answer: Captain David 
G. Farragut 

 

 The next issue of The War 
Correspondent will be in August, as 
the Editor has received her long-
awaited furlough 
papers and will be 
unable to assemble 
the June edition of the 
newsletter.  

 

 Van Young will be 
sharing his thoughts 
on “What if the South 
Had Won the Civil 

War?” This is a controversial and 
debatable subject of what would 
our lives, country, and world be like 
if the war had had a different 
outcome. Young will share his 
“alternate history” views on how the 
South could have won the war and 
the impact it would have had on U.S. 
geography, economics, slavery, civil 
rights, and global consequences. 
Which major battles could the South 
have won? What if Lincoln had lost 
the 1864 election? Where would 
you be living, and would your life be 
better or worse than it is today? 
 Young was born and raised in 
Ohio. He has been a resident of 
Columbus for the last thirty-four 
years. Since his retirement from 
AT&T in 2012, one of his goals has 
been to spend time studying and 
learning about the Civil War. Young 
is active in two other area Civil War 
organizations and is part of a 
Worthington Presidential Round 
Table discussion group that meets 
on Monday mornings at the 
Griswold Center. He spoke recently 
on the Battle of Franklin, Tennessee, 
and soon will speak on the subject 
of Lincoln and Colonization. 
 He resides with his wife Nancy in 
Worthington and looks forward to 
visiting many of the battlefields and 
museums associated with the Civil 
War and our American history.  
 

 

 

 Once again, Ed Chapdelaine 
deserves a big THANK YOU from the 
COCWRT for turning the aluminum 
cans he and other members collect 
into cash. His most recent donation 
was a check for $36. 
 Ed has been donating his time—
and his truck—to help the round 
table in this way for years, so be 
sure to let him know how much you 
appreciate him, and keep bringing in 
those cans! 
 


