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Hello Everyone, 
 I hope everyone is staying dry 
during our monsoon season! I have 
an announcement to make 
concerning the leadership of the 
Roundtable. Our trusty newsletter 
editor Sheryl Taylor will be stepping 
down from the position she has held 
for a number of years now. Sheryl 
has done a fantastic job, and I owe 
her a deep debt of gratitude.  
 We will be looking to fill the 
newsletter editor position as soon  
as possible. If there are no takers, 
then we will no longer have a 
newsletter. These next few months 
will be a time of transition, but I am 
confident one of you (or maybe a 
two-person team) will step up to 
take over the role of editor. I look 
forward to seeing everyone at the 
July meeting. 

 

 In the “what if” imagination of 
Van Young, President John 
Kennedy's motorcade took a 
different route to the Dallas Trade 
Mart, never entering Dealey Plaza 
and turning under the watchful eyes 
of Lee Harvey Oswald on the sixth 
floor of the Texas School Depository 
in November 1963. What if Kennedy 
had lived? How would the world 
have been different? 
 In this vein at the May meeting 
Roundtable member Van Young 
posed the question “What if the 
South had won the Civil War?” and 
presented possible post-war 
consequences. 
 Others have explored this 
subject, notably the journalist and 
novelist MacKinlay Kantor, author of 
If the South Had Won the Civil War  
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to the following members who have 
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Central Ohio Civil War Roundtable: 
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(1960) and winner of the Pulitzer 
Prize for his novel Andersonville. 
 The prospect of a rebel victory is 
ludicrous on its face. Northern states 
had a population of 22 million; the 
Confederacy had 9 million, of whom 
3.5 million were slaves. The South 
was unable to secure foreign allies, 
did not secure Border States and 
was chronically short of supplies and 
matériel. On the other hand, the 
Union navy effectively blockaded 
Southern ports and secured control 
of the Mississippi River in July 1863. 
Still, the South hung on for four 
bloody years. 
 In its favor the South did not 
have to fight on the offensive. But 
when it did, disaster followed. 
Robert E. Lee could not even sustain 
two short forays north of the 
Potomac and was lucky to emerge 
with his hide. 
 Rebel victory on the field of 
battle was out of the question. A 
political victory? Possible. In the 
election of November 1864, peace 
candidate and negotiated-
settlement Democrat George B. 
McClellan, the ex-general, won 1.8 
million popular votes to Abraham 
Lincoln’s 2.2 million in 25 states. In 
the Electoral College it was a rout:  
Lincoln captured 212 electoral votes 
compared with McClellan’s 21. 
 Even if McClellan had won, he 
would not have taken office until 
early 1865 when a Northern victory 
was all but assured.  Grant’s siege of 
Petersburg had Lee bottled up in 
Richmond, and Sherman was on the 
move through the Carolinas. 
 But if the South had won, what 
might have followed? In territory it 
might have stretched from Virginia 
to Arizona with Texas an 
independent republic and Utah a 

Mormon nation. How about 
California and Oregon? It’s highly 
unlikely the Union would have 
allowed Western territories and 
states to slip away. Union troops 
had expelled Texans from New 
Mexico during the war. 
 What of slavery in the old 
Confederacy? Could it have 
survived? Not likely for very long. 
 In the final analysis, Young 
concluded that the South was too 
fractious and uncooperative 
internally (hard to unite states’ 
rights advocates) to sustain itself 
and survive. 

 

 The audiobook version of Lincoln 
and Grant: The Westerners Who 
Won the Civil War by Edward H. 
Bonekemper III is now available 
from Audible.com (http://
tinyurl.com/lincoln-grant-civilwar).  
It is an intimate dual-portrait of 
President Abraham Lincoln and 
General Ulysses S. Grant: their 
ordinary “Western” backgrounds, 
their early struggles to succeed, and 
their history-making relationship 
during the Civil War. Though 
generally remembered by history as 
two very different personalities, the 
soft-spoken Lincoln and often-crude 
Grant in fact shared a similar drive 
and determination, as this in-depth 
character study illustrates. 
 Jim Smith, the narrator of Lincoln 
and Grant: The Westerners Who 
Won the Civil War, has worked for 
thirty years in Cincinnati, Ohio, as a 
voice-over artist, narrator, and radio 
host, voicing thousands of local, 
regional, and national projects. 
 

 

 

 At our July meeting, Jamie Ryan 
will bring us George Meade before 
Gettysburg. Ryan will describe the 
prewar career of Meade and ex-
amine his extensive experience  
as a brigade, division, and corps 
commander (of both the First and 
Fifth Corps) before his promotion to 
commander of the Army of the 
Potomac. 
 Jamie Ryan is a charter member 
of the COCWRT and has presented 
numerous topics to us and to other 
roundtables around the state of 
Ohio. Ryan has conducted extensive 
study of the Fifth Corps  of the Army 
of the Potomac and has visited every 
Fifth Corps battlefield. Ryan is a 
partner in Bailey Cavalieri, LLC, a 
Columbus, Ohio-based law firm, 
where he practices corporate law 
with a concentration on commercial 
lending, corporate transactions, and 
unclaimed property.  
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 On June 14, roundtable member 
Lowell Fauver and I attended the 
120th Annual Camp Chase 
Confederate Cemetery Memorial 
Ceremony. The event is held every 
year on the second Sunday in June 
to remember the 2,260 Americans 
who were held prisoner and died at 
Camp Chase during the Civil War and 
were never able to go home. From 
1902–1995, the United Daughters of 
the Confederacy, Dixie Chapter, 
Columbus, Ohio, coordinated the 
annual remembrance for the 
Southern men buried so far from 
home. Since then the Hilltop 
Historical Society, in conjunction 
with the Dayton National Cemetery 
Association’s perpetual care has 
made sure these men are not 
forgotten. 

 This 
year’s 
service 
was held 
on a hot 
but breezy 
day in the 
shade of 
the large 
trees near 
the ceme-
tery’s 
entrance. 
Colonel 
Chaplain 
Edward 
Sensen-
brenner, Retired, US Army, gave the 
invocation and benediction. The 
Confederate dead were honored 
with much music. The 73rd OVI 
Regiment Band played while we 
sang “Dixie,” “America,” and the 
“Battle Hymn of the Republic,” and 
Steve and Lisa Ball and Tom Jacobs 
performed Civil War era songs. The 

mournful sounds of “Amazing 
Grace” and “Going Home” 
from a lone bagpipe echoed 
through the cemetery, which 
became utterly silent as a 
bugler from the 73rd played 
“Taps” at the close of the 
service. 
 Of the 2,260 Confederates 
laid to rest, three in particular 
were remembered by Monty 
Chase, Hilltop Historical 
Society Board member. 
Private James Floyd Faircloth, 
Company G of the 57th 
Alabama Infantry was a 
farmer with four children. He 
was captured north of the 
Battle of Franklin and taken 
to Camp Chase, where he 
died in February 1865. 

Private James Buchanan Steele, 
Company K of the 33rd Mississippi 
Infantry was a planter and a 
widower with six children. He, too, 
was brought to Camp Chase after 

the Battle of Franklin and died in 
March 1865. Private James Hezekiah 
Jackson, Company K of the 5th 
Mississippi Cavalry fought with 
Nathan Bedford Forest’s men. 
Jackson was a farmer with six 
children. He was captured at the 
Battle of Nashville and died at Camp 
Chase in March 1865. 
 In light of recent events, I’ve 
been thinking about the 
Confederate flag and its place in our 
collective history. I admit my 
Northern sensibilities recoiled when 

(continued on page 4) 
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 The numbers for May 2015 are 
as follows:  
 
Beginning checking account balance 
5/1/2015 = $1,819.91 
May receipts = $200.00  
     ($50 dues, $150 gift from Tom 
     Ayres’s family) 
May expenses = $0 
Ending checking account balance 
5/31/2015 = $2,019.91 

 

The War Correspondent 
Sheryl Taylor, Editor 

 
Round Table Officers 
Tim Maurice 
General-in-Chief 
    614-361-7313 
    Tim.Maurice@cardinalhealth.com 
Dave Delisio 
Inspector General 
    740-879-3944 
    eddelisio@sbcglobal.net 
Tom Ayres 
Adjutant General 
    614-939-4910 
    tayres@insight.rr.com 
Mike Peters 
Historian General 
    614-866-6766 
    npeters102@aol.com 
Patty Barker 
Chief of Signal Corps 
    614-985-3353 
Tim Maurice 
Webmaster 
    614-361-7313 
    Tim.Maurice@cardinalhealth.com 

2015 COCWRT 

CALENDAR  

 

August 12 
 Phillip Greenwalt—Battle of 
Groveton 
 
September 9 
 Dave Bush—Johnson’s Island 
 
October 14 
 Dave Bastian—Grant’s Canal 

 

November 11 
 Daniel Davis—Rock Hurler 
George Crook, Army of West 
Virginia, and the Battle of 
Fisher’s Hill 

 

December 
No Meeting 

 

 Thanks to member Mark 
Laubacher for bringing to our 
attention part of the Main Branch of 
the Columbus Public Library’s 
renovation that particularly affects 
Civil War enthusiasts. Access is 
currently blocked to 2nd floor 
reference/noncirculation materials, 
including Civil War literature. Such 
access will be unavailable at least 
until December 2015, according to a 
staff librarian.  

I saw Confederate flags waving in 
the breeze when Lowell and I arrived 
at the cemetery. But as I experi-
enced the ceremony, I realized the 
speakers, reenactors, and musicians 
were showing heartfelt respect for 
American soldiers who gave their 
lives for a cause they believed to be 
right. To these fallen men, the flag 
that now stood next to their 
headstones meant as much to them 
as the Stars and Stripes means to 
me. In the context of this solemn 
occasion for remembering our 
country’s history, displaying the 
Confederate flag seemed 
appropriate. 
 If you haven’t been to the Camp 
Chase cemetery, I encourage you to 
go. And mark your calendars for 
next year’s memorial. It’s a unique 
Civil War event right in our 
backyard. 


