
 My Fellow Roundtable Members: Our next meeting is on Wednesday, June 13, 2018 at 7 pm at La 

Navona, 154 North Hamilton Road, Gahanna, Ohio 43230.  Our speaker will be Tom Parson. Mr. Parson 

is a National Park Service Ranger at the Corinth Civil War Interpretive Center in Corinth, Mississippi.  His 

topic is “The Battle of Tupelo”  which he describes as follows:  During the summer of 1864 a Union 

column, commanded by Maj. Gen. Andrew Jackson Smith, set out from Tennessee with a goal that had 

proven impossible in all prior attempts—to find and defeat the cavalry under the command of 

Confederate major general Nathan Bedford Forrest. Smith marched at the head of his “gorillas,” veteran 

soldiers who were fresh from the Red River Campaign. Just weeks earlier, a similar Union expedition had 

met with disaster at the Battle of Brice’s Crossroads, perhaps the greatest victory of Forrest’s military 

career. Joined by reinforcements led by Lt. Gen. Stephen Dill Lee, Forrest and his men were confident 

and their morale had never been higher. However, for two weeks, Smith outmarched, outfought, and 

outmaneuvered the team of Lee and Forrest. In three days of bitter fighting, culminating in the battle at 

Harrisburg, the Confederates suffered a staggering defeat. Forrest’s corps was devastated. He and his 

men would recover but would never regain their earlier strength, nor would they ever again prove a 

serious threat to veteran Union infantry.  Please see our website 

https://centralohiocwrt.wordpress.comfor more information on Mr. Parson. 

I have attached Tom Ayres’ Report of John Fazio’s compelling presentation of the Lincoln Murder 

Conspiracy at our May meeting. 

  

Here is our Treasurer’s Report: 

  

Treasurer's Report for May 2018 

Beginning checking account balance 5/1/2018 = $3303.93 

May receipts = $90.00 ($35.00 from dues; $55.00 from book raffle) 

May expenses = $250.00 John Fazio (speaker fee) 

Ending checking account balance 5/31/2018 = $3143.93 

  

January started a new fiscal year for the Roundtable, so dues are once again due.  Our dues are: 

  

• Single       $25.00  

• Family      $35.00 

• Student    $15.00 

We have not raised our dues for many years, and I have no plans to do so in 2018.  Please continue to 

support our book raffle. Once again, I will match raffle sales up to $50 if everyone at the meeting buys at 

least one ticket. Please make a point of getting your dues in to Dave DeLisio or me as soon as possible. 

  

https://centralohiocwrt.wordpress.com/


Finally, here is the announcement for the Columbus Barracks Roundtable Meeting in June: 

  

Ladies and Gentlemen of the Columbus Barracks Civil War Round Table: 

  

Our round table meeting for next month will be held on Thursday, June 14, 2018 and the topic 

will be "Pregnancy and Childbirth in the Civil War Era by Barbara A. D'Onofrio. I doubt that 

most of us have heard this topic presented at any Civil War Round Table meeting that we have 

attended. So come on out and find out what Barbara has to say about this subject.    

  

Our meeting will run from 7:00 P.M. until 8:45 P.M. in Meeting Room B in the Upper Arlington Public 

Main Library, which is located at 2800 Tremont Road in Upper Arlington, Ohio (at the northeast corner 

of Northam Road and Tremont Road). After you come in the main entrance, turn right at the first 

hallway past the Circulation Desk and follow it to the end to Meeting Room A and then turn right at the 

first opportunity and take either the steps or the elevator down to the lower level to Meeting Room B. 

 

James G. Ryan, President Central Ohio Civil War Roundtable 

 

 

Tom Ayres’ Report of John Fazio’s compelling presentation of the Lincoln Murder Conspiracy at our May 

meeting: 

 

Beyond Booth - Lincoln Conspirators 

Famed Civil War photographer Alexander Gardner assembled a team of assistants and two cameras to 

capture the event. It being the execution of four Lincoln conspirators at the old federal penitentiary (now 

Fort McNair) on the tip of land bounded by the Anacostia River and the Potomac. 

At about 1 p.m. on a blisteringly hot July 7, 1865, the condemned four filed past freshly dug graves and 

gun crates that would soon serve as their coffins. Upon the platform umbrellas were brought out to shade 

the assembled clergy and officials from the blazing sun. 

No one who has viewed the images captured by Gardner’s crew can ever expunge the horrific scene from 

his mind. Four bodies, their faces hidden by sacks tied over their heads, nooses around their necks, 

suspended by ropes. For the crime of conspiring to assassinate President Abraham Lincoln on April 14, 

1865, mere days after Robert E. Lee had surrendered his army to Ulysses S. Grant at Appomattox, 

Virginia. 

The condemned — Lewis Powell, who viciously stabbed and seriously injured Secretary of State William 

Seward (among others), at home convalescing from a carriage accident; George Atzerodt, who lost his 

nerve, after drinking, in his assignment to kill Vice President Andrew Johnson; David Herold, who 



accompanied Powell but fled the scene in terror when he heard the screams and chaos from the Seward 

home (Herold rejoined Booth and accompanied him on his escape through southern Maryland across the 

Potomac into Virginia); and Mary Surratt, owner of the boarding house at 541 H Street NW (and an inn at 

Surrattsville, Maryland, southeast of the Capital) where Booth and his co-conspirators met and plotted the 

assassination. 

The image of the widow Surratt is especially searing. She was the first female executed by the U.S. 

government. As such, appeals for mercy fell on deaf ears. Two Union Army soldiers steadied her as she 

stood before the noose on the gallows. Captain Christian Rath, after he had read the execution order, 

confirmed her fate with famed Union Army General Winfield Scott Hancock, “Her, too?” Hancock, “Yes. 

She cannot be saved.” 

At 1:26 p.m., as approximately 3,000 spectators looked on, many of them soldiers, the trapdoors opened. 

Gardner captured the scene. 

The hangings concluded but one phase of the quest for justice and retribution for the Lincoln conspirators. 

In the same military commission 

(because North and South were still at war on April 14), commenced on May 9, that resulted in death 

sentences for the four condemned defendants, four additional defendants were also convicted of their 

lesser roles in the plot. The two-month trial yielded a 5,000-page transcript containing testimony and 

evidence from 300 witnesses, including Grant, Major Henry Rathbone, who had taken Grant’s place in 

the box with the Lincolns and was stabbed by Booth as he scrambled to escape, and Sergeant Boston 

Corbett, who mortally shot Booth in the neck on April 26 as Booth refused to surrender in a tobacco barn 

set afire by the New York cavalrymen who converged on Booth’s hiding place at Richard Garrett’s farm 

near Port Royal, Virginia, just south of the Rappahannock River. 

The additional four convicted conspirators — Dr. Samuel Mudd, who set, poorly, Booth’s broken leg; 

Samuel Arnold, a schoolmate of Booth and Confederate veteran; Michael O’Laughlen, another Booth 

schoolmate; and, Edmund Spangler, the Ford’s Theatre stagehand commonly described as a hapless and 

peripheral participant — were shipped to Fort Jefferson prison on the Dry Tortugas off Key West. Mudd, 

Arnold and O’Laughlen received life sentences; Spangler, six years. 

A yellow fever epidemic swept the prison in 1867, taking the life of O’Laughlen. President Johnson took 

care of the other three, pardoning them in the waning days of his presidency.  

That brings us to other conspirators and the broader conspiracy to destabilize the national government. 

Retired attorney John Fazio, a member of the Cleveland roundtable, has spoken and written at great 

length about the depth and breadth of the Confederate conspiracy to bring down not only Lincoln but the 

entire national government, especially as Southern fortunes deteriorated in late 1864 and 1865. He 

addressed the Roundtable in May. His book Decapitating the Union: Jefferson Davis, Judah Benjamin 

and the Plot to Assassinate Lincoln lays out his exhaustive research on the vast plot. The U.S. has had its 

notable lone wolf assassins. Lee Harvey Oswald and James Earl Ray come to mind, most readily. So do 

Charles Guineau (Garfield) and Leon Czolgosz (McKinley). The prominent actor Booth was not, by any 

stretch of the imagination, a lone wolf. 

What of the ninth conspirator in the Lincoln plot? That would be John Surratt Jr., son of the executed 

Mary Surratt and well-connected and very active Confederate spy. And friend of Booth. Surratt traveled 

frequently between Maryland and Richmond, delivering his reports on Union troop movements in and 

around northern Virginia. 



When Lincoln was assassinated, Surratt fled the U.S., first to Canada (arriving on April 17), then to 

England, finally settling in Rome where high-level connections enabled him to join the papal guard 

(Pontifical Zoaves). Surratt was recognized by an old friend, arrested and imprisoned. However, he 

escaped and fled Italy for Egypt. Arrested in Alexandria by waiting U.S. authorities, Surratt was returned 

to the U.S. and tried for murder in 1867. The first trial ended in a hung jury. The retrial ended when the 

judge ruled that the statute of limitations on other charges had expired. Surratt was released.  

What of Judah P. Benjamin (1811-84), Confederate attorney general, secretary of war and, lastly, 

secretary of state in March 1862 under his friend Jefferson Davis? As supervisor of the Confederate 

Secret Service, he was responsible for setting up and lavishly financing the “Canadian Cabinet” in 

Montreal and Toronto under Jacob Thompson, George Sanders, Patrick Martin, Beverly Tucker, Joseph 

Hyams, Robert Martin and a host of other nefarious characters, including Dr. Luke P. Blackburn of 

yellow fever fame and the subject of a recent Roundtable presentation. 

As Confederate defenses at Petersburg started falling, Benjamin, Davis and other rebel notables fled 

Richmond on April 2, 1865. They held up in Danville until Lee’s army fell. The ragged contingent 

decamped to Greensboro, North Carolina, where they were highly unwelcome. Local citizens feared that 

nearby Union troops would sack the city holding the rebel rulers. Benjamin departed from Davis at 

Abbeville, South Carolina, a smart move as Davis was captured in South Georgia. Benjamin made his 

way in disguise to southwest Florida, from which he survived a harrowing sequence of voyages 

(explosion, fire) from the West Indies to Southampton, England, arriving on August 30. Benjamin 

eventually set up a successful law practice, never returning to the U.S. 

The vast array of plotters and conspirators, and their various schemes, is too voluminous for this writing. 

But the machinations of Booth give a good overview of Confederate efforts to kidnap Lincoln, likely an 

easily shredded cover story, and to kill him and others. 

Booth, born May 10, 1838, was recruited as a Confederate spy in the spring of 1864. His last income from 

acting came in May 1864. By August he had no regular income at all. From mid-1864 until the 

assassination, Booth was in a death spiral. Fragile at best, his life was coming apart at the seams. He was 

ill, drinking excessively, at odds with his siblings — other brother Edwin had physically cast Booth out of 

his house — and ostensibly broke, having lost a fortune investing in oil wells in western Pennsylvania. 

And Booth was 

becoming more malignantly racist, irrationally obsessed with Negro emancipation and suffrage.  

Over the course of late 1864 until the assassination, Booth was liberally financed and traveled widely 

meeting with a variety of Southern spies. He held high-level meetings in Montreal, Toronto, Boston, New 

York, Philadelphia, Baltimore and Washington, D.C. 

At a meeting at the Parker House hotel in Boston on July 26, 1864, Booth was officially recruited as a 

rebel agent by a contingent of four “Canadian” operatives, who had registered under aliases. In November 

1864 Booth attended one of at least a dozen meetings in New York. This one was especially noteworthy 

as he was a guest of the wealthy Copperhead August Belmont at Belmont’s Fifth Avenue mansion. Other 

attendees included George B. McClellan; New York Mayor Fernando Wood; ship designer and 

secessionist Charles Haswell; and, Jeremiah Larocque, senior partner in a Copperhead law firm.  

From October 18-27, 1864, Booth was in Montreal, in what has been described as “intimate association” 

with Jacob Thompson, a leader of the Canadian Cabinet, and George Sanders, mastermind of 

assassination and terror plots. 



For one without visible means of support, Booth traveled in high style, hobnobbing with the most 

notorious Southern “gentlemen.” 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

 


