
My Fellow Roundtable Members:   This is a reminder that our meeting on Wednesday, June 12, 

2019 at 7 pm will be at our normal meeting site atLa Navona, 154 North Hamilton Road, 

Gahanna, Ohio.  Our speaker is Gary Dyson, a retired Environmental Specialist from the city of 

Gaithersburg, MD and a former Marine. Gary owns Dyson Genealogy and Historical Research. 

Mr. Dyson’s topic is “A Civil War Correspondent in New Orleans” which explores the eyewitness 

account of Boston Journal war correspondent Albert Gaius Hills from the day he left Boston 

Harbor in November 1861 through the New Orleans Campaign of 1862. Hills recorded his 

observations while with the Union fleet in the Gulf of Mexico and on Ship Island, including an 

account of the bombardments of Forts Jackson and St. Philip and his impressions of captured 

New Orleans. Please see our website www.centralohiocwrt.wordpress.com for more details 

about our speaker. 

  

Dave Delisio submitted the following treasurer’s report for May: 

  

Treasurer's Report for May 2019 

Beginning checking account balance 5/1/2019 = $2,101.93 

May receipts = $107.00 ($25.00 from dues,  $82.00 from meeting book raffle) 

May expenses = $300.00 ($150.00 to Michael Shaffer for speaker fee, $150.00 to Mike Peters for 

speaker expenses). 

Ending checking account balance 5/31/2019 = $1,918.93 

  

I have also attached Tom Ayres report on our May meeting.   

  

I look forward to seeing you on June 12. 

 

Jamie Ryan 

President 

 

 

 

 

http://www.centralohiocwrt.wordpress.com/


 

 

 “In Memory of Self and Comrades” 

In the frenzied days that followed George B. McClellan’s Peninsula Campaign, blunted by the 

recently appointed Robert E. Lee at Chickahominy Swamp east of Richmond in 1862, both sides 

scrambled north to familiar ground outside Washington, D.C., along the Rappahannock River. 

President Abraham Lincoln replaced McClellan with John Pope, a braggart who had enjoyed 

success on the Mississippi River. 

Lee sent James Longstreet to the vicinity of Warrenton to join Stonewall Jackson. Confederates 

and Unionists clashed in a series of skirmishes from August 22-25, known as the First Battle of 

Rappahannock Station, along the river at Waterloo Bridge, White Sulphur Springs, Lee Springs 

and Freeman’s Ford. 

J.E.B. Stuart’s cavalry also launched a daring raid on Pope’s headquarters at Catlett Station as 

Jackson’s raided Pope’s supply base at Manassas. 

All this was a prelude to the Second Battle of Bull Run from August 28-30. 

Among Stuart’s First Virginia Cavalry was Private Thomas Wallace Colley from outside 

Abington in Washington County, Virginia, along the Tennessee line. 

Colley suffered his first wound at Waterloo Bridge, a minor one, when a spent slug struck his leg 

and boot. This would turn out to be a mere preview of much more serious injuries to come. 

Colley’s Civil War story was related to the Roundtable in May by Michael K. Shaffer, a prolific 

writer and lecturer who teaches at Kennesaw State University in Marietta, Georgia, and at Emory 

University in nearby Atlanta. Shaffer came to the Colley story by serendipity when he was 

handed a trunk of Colley’s voluminous letters and papers by an old woman when he spoke at a 

Methodist Church founded in 1866 in rural Washington County, Virginia. The result was his new 

book “In Memory of Self and Comrades: Thomas Wallace Colley’s Recollections of Civil War 

Service in the First Virginia Cavalry.” Shaffer other works include “Washington County, 

Virginia, in the Civil War.” 

Colley was born November 30, 1837, outside Abingdon. He joined the Washington Mounted 

Rifles in the spring of 1861, later absorbed into Stuart’s cavalry. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

After the wound at Waterloo Bridge, Colley had to scramble to join the battle at Antietam, 

fighting with a South Carolina infantry unit. At Kelly’s Ford in Virginia on St. Patrick’s Day in 

1863, Colley was wounded in the side. The slug traveled perilously close to his spine and exited 

his back. Bleeding profusely, he was left for dead on the field. A Pennsylvania soldier, unknown 

to this day, carried him to an ambulance wagon. Colley was carried to the Wheatley house where 

he continued to bleed profusely but somehow survived. Future efforts to locate the Union soldier 

who saved him came up empty. 

 

A bloody Bible was found on floor beside Colley with this marked passage from 2 Samual 22:7: 

“In my distress I called upon the Lord and cried to my God, and He did hear my voice out of His 

temple, and my cry did enter into His ears.” 

After a long recuperation, Colley rejoined the First Virginia Cavalry in May 1864. The cavalry’s 

illustrious leader Stuart was wounded by Private John Huff of the 5th Michigan cavalry at 

Yellow Tavern north of Richmond on May 11 and died the next day. Wade Hampton took 

command of Lee’s cavalry forces. 

Lee and Ulysses S. Grant were stalemated across the North Anna River after a battle from May 

23-26. Both Lee, who was incapacitated in his tent during this battle, and Richard Ewell were 

afflicted with diarrhea. Grant, as he had before, sought to break the stalemate by swinging east 

along the Pamunkey River to bypass Lee’s right flank. Lee moved south to the southern bank 

ofTotopotomoy Creek. 

Lee dispatched Hampton to ascertain Grant’s movements. Confederate cavalry under Fitzhugh 

Lee, with Colonels Bradley Johnson and John A. Baker, encountered George A. Custer near 

Salem Church, who drove off the rebels after a sharp fight. This allowed Alfred T.A. Torbert’s 

division, David McMurtrie Gregg and a division of Union infantry to cross a pontoon bridge 

over the Pamunkey River. 

On May 28 Gregg ran into Hampton a mile west of Haw’s Shop, a blacksmith, at Enon Church 

in Hanover County north of Richmond. Most of the fighting that ensued was largely, but not 

entirely, conducted by dismounted cavalry. Confederates had Enfield rifles, superior to Union 

cavalry carbines, but many Union riders had seven-shot Spencer repeating rifles. One 

Pennsylvania trooper estimated that his 200 men fired 18,000 rounds. 

Gregg’s assaults resulted in heavy casualties, but the tide turned when he was reinforced by two 

of Torbert’s brigades under Wesley Merritt and Custer. Late in the day Hampton started 

withdrawing, leaving the 20th Georgia Battalion uncovered. Seeing this, Custer charged and 

overran the Georgians, killing their commanding officer and capturing many men. Other 

remaining rebels fell apart and were routed. Philip Sheridan boasted that he had driven Hampton 



from the field, but Hampton had occupied the Union cavalry for seven hours and had learned 

much about Union plans. 

 

 

 

Killed in the fighting was the aforementioned  John Huff, killer of Stuart. Among the rebel 

casualties was Colley, who was wounded in the left foot, which he lost to a surgeon’s saw. The 

amputation ended Colley’s war service. He returned home, but the horrors of battle plagued him. 

We now call his condition post-traumatic stress disorder. He took to the bottle but was able to 

function enough to serve as a deputy sheriff. 

 

He married his love Anna Eliza on Christmas Day in 1872 and with her help reformed his ways. 

They had 11 children. Misfortune dogged him when a business partner looted their business, 

leaving him broke. He moved the entire family to Enoree, South Carolina, when a relative lived, 

to work in a cotton mill. After two years they returned to Virginia. He started his journal in 1903. 

Colley died at the ripe age of 81 on September 24, 1919. He was able to see two of his sons 

return safely from World War I. 

 

Tom Ayres 

Secretary 

 

 

 


