
   
 

   
 

My Fellow Roundtable Members:  This is a reminder that our meeting on Wednesday, 

November 13, 2019 at 7 pm will be at our normal meeting site at La Navona, 154 North 

Hamilton Road, Gahanna, Ohio.   Our speaker is Robert Orrison, who is the Division Manager for 

the Prince William County (Virginia) Historic Preservation Division.     Rob’s topic is  “The Battle 

of Bristoe Station” that focuses on the October 14, 1863 battle.  Rob provides the following 

synopsis of the talk: The months after Gettysburg and before Grant’s arrival in Virginia in the 

winter of 1864 are often overlooked. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia was not as “beaten” as 

many thought. Lee’s aggressive nature led his army back to the doorstep of the Federal capital 

of Washington, DC in October 1863. Unlike General John Pope before him, General George 

Meade skillfully thwarted each of Lee’s moves, but found himself under severe criticism from 

Lincoln’s cabinet. As Halleck said to Meade “Lee is bullying you.”   

  

Rob summarizes that “the Bristoe Station Campaign was Robert E. Lee’s last offensive campaign, and 

was an opportunity to change the course of the war. It led to frustration for both Lee and Lincoln, and it 

left Lincoln looking for a new man to lead the Federal war effort.” 

Please see our website www.centralohiocwrt.wordpress.com for more details about our 

speaker and his topic. 

Dave Delisio submitted the following treasurer’s report for October: 

 Treasurer's Report for October 2019 

Beginning checking account balance 10/1/2019 = $1,496.93 

October receipts = $142.00 ($117.00 from meeting book raffle; $25.00 from dues) 

October expenses = $335.00 ($200.00 donation to Appomattox 1865 Foundation in lieu of 

speaker fee; $135.00 to Mike Peters for speaker dinner/hotel expenses)Ending checking 

account balance 10/31/2019 = $1,303.93  

  

I have also attached Tom Ayres report on our October meeting, in which Patrick Schroeder 

provided us with a great talk about the Battles of Appomattox Courthouse, highlighting some of 

last casualties of the Civil War, with pictures of many of the unfortunate men. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.centralohiocwrt.wordpress.com&data=01%7C01%7Cjryan%40baileycav.com%7Cfc5b6bd61ff94dc0d43308d745b1711d%7C86e53f95c6674e15b0aeed0e5a715e6b%7C0&sdata=qAljevj%2Fn7XLPFY5wjkf0sgtm7xIVab5PjF0BAT23h4%3D&reserved=0


   
 

   
 

 

 

The Battles of Appomattox Station and Court House 

The Final Fury and the Last to Die 

Presented by Patrick Schroeder, National Park Service historian, Appomattox Court House 

National Historical Park 

October 9, 2019 

The last soldiers to fall in battle are the most tragic, especially if their deaths occur after the 

battle is won or lost. Or in the case of Appomattox, if the war is virtually over between the Army 

of Northern Virginia and the Army of the Potomac. 

Robert E. Lee was routed out of Richmond and Petersburg on April 1-2, 1865, after Ulysses S. 

Grant had laid siege to Petersburg for nine and a half months. Lee wanted to go south and join 

forces with Joe Johnston, who was hardly in good shape himself, in North Carolina. He was 

repeatedly thwarted by Phil Sheridan’s cavalry at Jetersville and by Union infantry and cavalry at 

three separate battles near Farmville, known as Sailor’s Creek, suffering some 8,800 casualties 

(one fourth of his army), including 7,700 men captured. No fewer than eight rebel generals were 

captured, including Dick Ewell, Eppa Hunton, Joseph Kershaw and Lee’s eldest son Custis. 

Their troops largely gone from the field, Bushrod Johnson and Richard Anderson were relieved 

of command. Anderson returned home to South Carolina. 

A shocked Lee is reported to have exclaimed, “My God, has the army dissolved?” On the other 

side, Sheridan famously wrote Grant, “If the thing is pressed, I think Lee will surrender.” Grant 

forwarded the message to President Abraham Lincoln, who just as famously replied, “Let the 

thing be pressed.” 

Having lost George Pickett’s (who was relieved of command but hung around and acted as 

though he still had troops under his command) overrun corps at the Five Forks breakthrough on 

April 1 and with desertions further thinning his ranks, Lee was within a whisker of defeat. But 

not yet. Unable to head south, Lee headed to Appomattox to take on supplies by rail from 

Lynchburg and to cross the river of the same name. 

Lee’s struggling army, defeated or thwarted at every turn, completed the ragged 92-mile journey 

from Richmond to Appomattox on April 8, depleted but still able to fight. But elements of 

Sheridan’s cavalry, riding pell mell 30 miles, beat Lee to the supply train, consisting of four cars, 

at Appomattox Station. There, George Armstrong Custer, supported by infantry, faced Lindsay 

Walker’s 3,000 dismounted cavalry and 25 cannons. Custer attacked around 3 p.m. and, after 

several repulses, broke the rebel line and pursued them east toward Appomattox Court House. 

 

 



   
 

   
 

 

On April 9 Lee, still under the belief that his exhausted troops could break through Union lines, 

had John B. Gordon and his nephew Fitzhugh Lee launch a dawn attack on federal cavalry atop a 

ridge west of their position. The rebels forced back the first line of Charles H. Smith. Ranald 

Mackenzie and George Crook slowed the advance. Upon cresting the ridge, Gordon confronted 

the V and XXIV corps of Charles Griffin and John Gibbon, who had rushed overnight to support 

cavalry. Unable to connect with James Longstreet, facing the II Corps, to the north, Gordon 

wrote to Lee that it was hopeless, over. “Then, there is nothing left for me to do but to go and see 

General Grant, and I would rather die a thousand deaths.” 

Lee and Grant met at the McClean House at about 1:30 p.m. April 9 to make official the 

surrender of the Army of Northern Virginia. Other Confederate armies still in the field followed 

suit over the coming weeks. 

The final clashes at Appomattox Station and Court House on April 8-9 produced some 600 

casualties, fairly light compared with the carnage of many Civil War battles. 

Nineteen of the unfortunate soldiers, 18 Confederates and one unknown Union soldier, who died 

just before Lee’s surrender, lie in the tiny cemetery at Appomattox, under weathered sandstone 

grave markers. 

Private Jesse H. Hutchins, from Sumter County, Alabama, enlisted April 15, 1861, and was 

assigned to Company A, Fifth Alabama Battalion. Hutchins fought in every major battle in the 

East, from Seven Pines to Petersburg, surviving 1,454 days of combat. But he was shot by Union 

cavalry on the evening of April 8 and died the next day, just hours before the surrender. He is 

buried in the graveyard 500 yards from the McLean House. 

Private George B. Dunn, age 18 when he enlisted September 10, 1864, at Fairfax, Vermont, was 

serving in Company M, First Vermont Cavalry, when he became the last Vermonter to die in 

battle around 7 p.m. on April 8. 

First Lieutenant Willard Farrington, of Company L, First Vermont Cavalry, was the last 

Vermonter wounded in the war. Farrington went on to have a distinguished legal career in 

Highgate, Vermont, and to live until 1910. 

Lieutenant Hiram Clark, 26, of the 185th New York regiment, from Onondaga County, south of 

Syracuse, is believed to be the last man to die on the battlefield at Appomattox. He was stuck by 

an artillery shot as Gordon’s men were falling back on April 9. 

 

 

 

 

 



   
 

   
 

 

 

The only civilian casualty of the last battles was a slave named Hannah Reynolds. She was 

owned by Dr. Samuel H. Coleman, who fled his 250-acre farm with his wife Amanda and two-

year-old daughter Mary Ann. Hannah stayed on the farm as the opposing armies engaged. A 

Confederate artillery shell struck her arm as she lay in bed on April 9. The Union army set up a 

field hospital in the Coleman house, and she was treated by Dr. Benjamin Williams, an assistant 

surgeon with the Eighth Maine Infantry. The regiment’s chaplain Reverend J.E.M. Wright wrote 

of Hannah’s wound, treatment and death in an article he wrote about the Appomattox campaign, 

published in the Maine Bugle in 1894. She died on April 12 as Confederate soldiers were 

stacking their arms at the 

 

 

 


