
My Fellow Roundtable Members:   Our meeting will be February 12, 2020 at 7 pm and will be at 

our normal meeting site at La Navona, 154 North Hamilton Road, Gahanna, Ohio.   Our speaker 

will be our own Eric Wittenberg, and his topic will be “No Such Army Since the Days of Julius 

Caesar”: Sherman’s Carolinas Campaign of 1865.”   This talk addresses Sherman’s campaign to 

eviscerate the Carolinas in the winter of 1865. Intended to break the morale of the people of 

the Carolinas, and to punish South Carolina for starting the war, Sherman and his 60,000 men 

had to build roads through bottomless Lowland swamps in South Carolina, marking their way 

across the state in 28 days, culminating with the burning of the state capital, Columbia on 

February 17. Along the way, Union cavalry under Bvt. Maj. Gen. Judson Kilpatrick was 

ambushed by the cavalry of Maj. Gen. Joseph Wheeler in the streets of the town of Aiken on 

February 11, 1865 in one of the final battlefield victories for the Confederacy. Kilpatrick was 

nearly captured, and only hard fighting by his command permitted it to escape. The campaign 

then entered North Carolina, climaxing with the brutal three-day battle at Bentonville from 

March 19-21. Gen. Joseph Johnston, with a scratch force of about 19,000 men, nearly defeated 

Sherman in detail at Bentonville before Union numbers finally overwhelmed Johnston’s small 

army.  For more information, go to our website at www.centralohiocwrt.wordpress.com 

Dave Delisio submitted the following Treasurer’s report for January: 

 Treasurer's Report for January 2020 

Beginning checking account balance 1/1/2020 = $1,071.93 

January receipts = $397.00 ($122.00 from meeting book raffle; $175.00 from dues) 

January expenses = $0 

Ending checking account balance 1/31/2020 = $1,468.93 

January started our new dues year.  Thank you to all the members who paid in January.  If you 

did not pay in January, please get your dues paid as soon as possible. Please give your payment 

to Dave or me; please do not pay Wendy cash for dues when she is trying to organize the book 

raffle, because it is very hard for us to keep track of who has paid. Also, please participate in 

our book raffle, I will continue to match the first $50 in contributions, but I would really 

appreciate it if EVERYONE buys at least one chance a month.  I know many of us do not really 

need any more books, but you can always donate the book back to the Roundtable.  The Raffle 

allows us to fund the great out-of-town speakers Mike Peters finds for us. 

I have also attached Tom Ayres report on our January meeting, in which we had a rousing 

debate about what would have happened if the South won the war. We had a very high level of 

participation and a lot of fun. 

 

 

http://www.centralohiocwrt.wordpress.com/


 

I received the following request for help: 

 

Dr. Curt King here at the Combat Studies Institute and I are in the process of writing a CSI staff ride 

handbook for the 1862 Peninsula Campaign. One aspect about this volume is that it will include a 

separate logistics staff ride which we have never included before. As you know, we write these largely 

for a US Army audience and we are particularly desirous of producing a handbook useful to the 

Quartermaster School at Fort Lee. 

 

We have discovered what appears to be a black hole in our efforts regarding the ANV's logistics during 

the campaign. One can find voluminous info on the Union logistics efforts, but the Confederate side of 

the story is sparse, except the medical aspects about which I have found a fair amount of primary and 

secondary sources. When it comes to beans and bullets, it's extremely hard to find any useful info.  

 

One thing that has us completely stumped so far is what did the ANV's lines of communication look like 

when Johnston had the army down at Yorktown? Logic tells us it was probably the Richmond and York 

River Railroad to West Point, then by boat down the York River to Yorktown, or thereabouts. We also 

think it's possible that the James River to Jamestown then overland to Williamsburg might have been 

feasible. Maybe both were used. The ORs mention nothing nor can we find any secondary sources that 

tell us much. Moreover, Corley seems to be almost a ghost in terms of his work as Quartermaster for the 

army. 

 

In short, anything you might know about sources concerning the LOCs or anything to do with the ANV's 

logistics during the campaign would be greatly appreciated. 

 

I thank you in advance for any assistance you can provide. 

Please let me know if you can assist. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Columbus Barracks Roundtable has the following lineup set for 2020 at the Upper Arlington 

Main Library: 

February 20, 2020 - John Hunt Morgan's Ohio Raid by Dale Beck 

March 19, 2020 - Gettysburg  - A Pictorial Tour by Van Young 

April 16, 2020 - The Great Locomotive Chase by Roy Nichols  

May 21, 2020 - The Battle of Chancellorsville by Gary Cox 

June 18, 2020 – OPEN 

July 16, 2020 - The Amazing Washburns by Roy Nichols  

  

 I look forward to seeing you on February 12 at La Navona. 

Jamie Ryan 

President, COCWRT 

 

What if the South had won the Civil War 

Annual Roundtable group discussion 

January 15, 2020 

The launching point for the Roundtable group discussion in January was a slim alternative history 

scenario from the pen of celebrated novelist Mackinlay Kantor in 1960. His 128-page “If the South Had 

Won the Civil War” was a provocative hit, an excerpt of which was published first in the November 22, 

1960, issue of Look magazine. The book followed in 1961. 

Kantor was a highly successful writer, publishing 32 books before his death in 1977. He is probably best 

known for his Pulitzer Prize-winning 1955 novel “Andersonville.” His last book was “Valley Forge.” 

Warfare and its aftermath were fertile fields for him. In fact, his experience as a war correspondent in 

World War II attracted Hollywood mogul Samuel Goldwyn to him. Goldwyn was looking for a writer to 

produce a script about the lives of soldiers returning from the battlefield. Kantor produced a novella 

“Glory for Me.” It was adapted for film and opened in 1946 as “The Best Years of Our Lives,” directed 

by William Wyler. With an all-star cast that included Myrna Loy, Frederic March, Dana Andrews, Teresa 

Young, Virginia Mayo and Harold Russell, the film was a mega-hit, the biggest film since Gone with the 

Wind. The Best Years of Our Lives won seven Academy Awards, including Best Picture, Best Director, 

Best Actor (March) and Best Adapted Screenplay (Robert Sherwood). 

 

 

 



 

 

 

In Kantor’s alternative history, Ulysses S. Grant is thrown by a new mount in May 1863, early in the 

Vicksburg campaign, and dies. And Robert E. Lee corrects his blunders at Gettysburg and wins a great 

victory in July 1863. Washington, D.C. explodes in riots and chaos. Lee’s army rides in and takes the 

capital without firing a shot. President Abraham Lincoln is whisked away to Richmond. Lincoln is 

released and sets up a law practice in Chicago, only to be assassinated. 

It’s left to Hannibal Hamlin, Lincoln’s Vice President, to negotiate a treaty with the victorious 

Confederacy. Hamlin succeeds in keeping West Virginia and Missouri in the union but loses Maryland 

and Kentucky. In fact, Washington becomes the District of Dixie. (Roundtable members did not think the 

Southern capital would have remained in D.C.) The federal capital moves west to Columbus, Ohio, to 

appease western states and is renamed Columbia, in Kantor’s telling. But establishing the capital in Ohio 

takes years. 

 

One key area where Kantor and Roundtable members agree wholeheartedly is that the new independent 

Confederacy would have been a united nation in name only. The term “Balkanized” was used to describe 

the fractious South. Texas certainly would have broken off and formed its second republic. Kantor 

contended that Texas would have gobbled up adjacent Indian territories. 

What of slavery. The South was a renegade and out of step with the rest of the world. Certainly, slaves 

who had tasted freedom during the war, especially in areas long under Union control, such as Tidewater 

Virginia, the Port Royal region of South Carolina, Kentucky, New Orleans, Memphis and Nashville 

would not have willingly accepted a return to bondage. Messily, an exodus of former slaves from the 

South would have occurred. Kantor opined that slavery would been abolished in Virginia, Kentucky, 

North Carolina, Maryland and Tennessee. Confederate President James Longstreet abolished slavery 

altogether in 1885, in Kantor’s history. And two-term U.S. President James McPherson, who didn’t die at 

Atlanta in 1864, expressed gratitude that the war ended in 1863, saving thousands of lives (his own) and 

preventing widespread destruction of major Southern cities. Kantor’s McPherson extended an olive 

branch to the South, and relations improved. 

Roundtable members agreed that the South’s economy would have changed, though still largely agrarian, 

to energy production, namely oil and coal. 

Eventually, the two nations would have reunited. Kantor gets the last word. Southern President Woodrow 

Wilson and U.S. President Theodore Roosevelt entered World War I together. And later the two nations 

reunited on the anniversary of the firing on Fort Sumter. 

 

Tom Ayres 

Secretary, COCWRT 

 

 



 

Dr. Curt King here at the Combat Studies Institute and I are in the process of 

writing a CSI staff ride handbook for the 1862 Peninsula Campaign. One 

aspect about this volume is that it will include a separate logistics staff ride 

which we have never included before. As you know, we write these largely 

for a US Army audience and we are particularly desirous of producing a 

handbook useful to the Quartermaster School at Fort Lee. 

 

We have discovered what appears to be a black hole in our efforts regarding 

the ANV's logistics during the campaign. One can find voluminous info on 

the Union logistics efforts, but the Confederate side of the story is sparse, 

except the medical aspects about which I have found a fair amount of 

primary and secondary sources. When it comes to beans and bullets, it's 

extremely hard to find any useful info.  
 

One thing that has us completely stumped so far is what did the ANV's lines 

of communication look like when Johnston had the army down at 

Yorktown? Logic tells us it was probably the Richmond and York River 

Railroad to West Point, then by boat down the York River to Yorktown, or 

thereabouts. We also think it's possible that the James River to Jamestown 

then overland to Williamsburg might have been feasible. Maybe both were 

used. The ORs mention nothing nor can we find any secondary sources that 

tell us much. Moreover, Corley seems to be almost a ghost in terms of his 

work as Quartermaster for the army. 
 

In short, anything you might know about sources concerning the LOCs or 

anything to do with the ANV's logistics during the campaign would be 

greatly appreciated. 
 

I thank you in advance for any assistance you can provide. 
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In short, anything you might know about sources concerning the LOCs or 

anything to do with the ANV's logistics during the campaign would be 
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I thank you in advance for any assistance you can provide. 
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