
  

  

My Fellow Roundtable Members:  We will start out the New Year with our Annual Roundtable debate. 

Our meeting will be pushed back one week to January 15, 2020 at 7 pm will be at our normal meeting 

site at La Navona, 154 North Hamilton Road, Gahanna, Ohio.   PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS DATE IS THE 

THIRD WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH.  

   

Our annual debate topic will be “What would have happened if the Confederates won the Civil War?” 

Since this is a purely speculative question, there is no obvious right or wrong answer, so everyone 

should feel free to pitch in with their opinions and guesses.  We are looking for our members’ ideas on 

what would have happened to the United States and the Confederacy, and how would the 20th Century 

have been different? How would today be different?  

Dave Delisio submitted the following Treasurer’s report for November (and December):  

Treasurer's Report for November 2019  

   

Beginning checking account balance 11/1/2019 = $1,303.93  

November receipts = $118.00 from meeting book raffle  

November expenses = $350.00 ($210.00 Rob Orrison for speaker fee; $140.00 to Mike Peters for 

speaker dinner/hotel expenses)  

Ending checking account balance 11/30/2019 = $1,071.93  

   

January starts our new dues year.  Please get your dues paid as soon as possible. Please give your 

payment to Dave or me; please do not pay Wendy cash for dues when she is trying to organize the book 

raffle, because it is very hard for us to keep track of who has paid. Also, please participate in our book 

raffle, I will continue to match the first $50 in contributions, but I would really appreciate it if EVERYONE 

buys at least one chance a month.  I know many of us do not really need any more books, but you can 

always donate the book back to the Roundtable.  The Raffle allows us to fund the great out-of-town 

speakers Mike Peters finds for us.  

I have also attached Tom Ayres report on our November meeting, in which Rob Orrison provided us with 

a great talk about the Bristoe Station Campaign of 1863. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The Columbus Barracks Roundtable has the following lineup set for 2020 at the Upper Arlington Main 

Library:  

January 16, 2020 - The Fighting McCooks by Roy Nichols  February 20, 2020 - John Hunt Morgan's Ohio 

Raid by Dale Beck March 19, 2020 - Gettysburg  - A Pictorial Tour by Van Young April 16, 2020 - The 

Great Locomotive Chase by Roy Nichols  May 21, 2020 - The Battle of Chancellorsville by Gary Cox June 

18, 2020 – OPEN July 16, 2020 - The Amazing Washburns by Roy Nichols  More information to follow as 

John Young recruits speakers. Roy, Dale and Van are all members of our Roundtable, so please support 

their efforts at the Columbus Barracks meetings.    

I look forward to seeing you on January 15 at La Navona.  

 Jamie Ryan President, Central Ohio Civil War Roundtable.  

 

A Want of Vigilance, the Bristoe Station Campaign; October 9-19 1863 

Presented by Rob Orrison, Historic Site Operations Supervisor, 

Prince William County, Virginia 

Central Ohio Civil War Roundtable meeting 

November 13, 2019 

In the fall of 1863, Robert E. Lee was a sick man, unable to ride his beloved Traveler, transported about 

in a wagon. He had suffered a crushing defeat at Gettysburg in July, scrambling to make it out of 

Maryland and across the Potomac River to relative safety in Virginia. His trusted subordinate James 

Longstreet, with two divisions, had been dispatched to Chattanooga to lend a hand to Braxton Bragg, who 

had been driven out of the city by William Rosecrans. That left Lee with Dick Ewell and A.P. Hill under 

his command, hardly the most competent generals in the Confederate army. 

Opposing him in northern Virginia was George G. Meade, the general who had been rushed into 

command of the Army of the Potomac in June 1863 and who had routed him at Gettysburg. Meade faced 

his own challenges. Gone were the XI and XII corps to Tennessee to assist Rosecrans. Two of his corps 

commanders, William H. (Blinky) French (III Corps) and George Sykes (V Corps) were hardly first-rate. 

Cavalry leaders Alfred Pleasonton and Judson Kilpatrick were weak. Meade’s other infantry commanders 

were competent: Gouverneur Kemble Warren, a hero of Gettysburg for helping save the Union’s left 

flank on July 2, Andrew A. Humphreys and artillery commander Henry J. Hunt. 

Though greatly weakened, Lee was his familiar aggressive self. And Meade, though experienced and a 

savvy manipulator of men in the field, was dealing with severe back-biting from Washington. Orrison 

cited the familiar observation of General in Chief Henry Halleck to Meade, “Lee is bullying you.” 

 



 

Historians typically treat the fall of 1863 in Virginia as a lot of maneuvering and minor fighting that 

constituted an interlude between Gettysburg and the Overland Campaign of 1864. Orrison and co-author 

Bill Backus wrote a book of the title above to elevate the significance of the confrontation between Lee 

and Meade. Lee sought to regain the upper hand and threaten Washington; his superiors in Washington 

wanted Meade to deal a death blow to Lee’s army. 

G.K. Warren would play a decisive role in the Bristoe campaign. But by September 1863, he was weary 

of battle and yearned for time with his wife Emily. In early October he wrote her that he was “in solemn 

truth dying to 

be with you.” He got his chance when the VI corps relieved him of front line duty on October 5. Three 

days later Warren left for Baltimore and a reunion with Emily. The respite was brief. He was called back 

to Culpeper and arrived at 6 p.m. on October 10. By 4 a.m. the next morning, Warren’s II corps was on 

the march north for Bealeton. 

Lee started his northerly march below the Rapidan River at the same time, planning to replicate his 

strategy of flanking John Pope in 1862. Lee sought to get between Meade and Washington and cut him 

off. Meade sniffed out Lee’s plan and ordered his various infantry units north as fast as possible to reach 

the heights of Centreville just north of Manassas. 

What became the Bristoe Campaign took place on familiar battleground in the Virginia Piedmont, in a 

triangle bounded roughly by Culpeper in the south, along the Orange & Alexandria Railroad across the 

Rappahannock River to Manassas and west to Warrenton as the third point of the triangle. 

Lee sent Hill north and Ewell east to try to cut off Meade’s trailing forces. Hill and Ewell were to meet at 

Bristoe. Confederate cavalry commander J.E.B. Stuart on October 13 blundered into the rear of French’s 

III Corps near Warrenton. Ewell went to rescue Stuart, but this was not necessary as Stuart hid in a 

wooded ravine as the unsuspecting III Corps hustled north. 

In one of the oddest occurrences of the war, Warren’s II Corps reached the south side of Cedar Creek at 

Auburn on the evening of October 13 after marching all night to catch up with the rest of Meade’s forces. 

Knowing the rebels were to the west, Warren’s posted John Caldwell’s division on heights above the 

creek. Little did Caldwell know that Stuart was hiding in the ravine just 400 yards away. The next 

morning as Caldwell’s men were lighting their fires for breakfast, Stuart’s men fired away. Caldwell 

moved to the other side of the hill. Two Union regiments chased Stuart away, and Caldwell fended off 

Ewell who had come to help. 

On October 14 Warren was the rearguard as most of Meade’s army had already reached Centreville, 

except Sykes who was just ahead of him. When Sykes heard that Warren had arrived at Bristoe Station, 

he moved on, leaving Warren alone to fend off an aggressive A.P. Hill. 

 

 

 

   

 



 

 

Hill was thrilled to observe Warren’s corps spread out along the O&A rail line. He could see Union 

artillery batteries to the east of the line. What he didn’t see, in his haste to strike a blow at Warren, proved 

to be fatal. Warren had rushed Alexander Webb and William Hays men to the impregnable rail 

embankment. Orrison displayed a series of photos that capture the ground and terrain strikingly, 

especially Hill’s view of Union 

positions at Bristoe: the rail embankment in the foreground and the high ground where Union guns were 

positioned in the background. 

Hill sent Henry Heth’s three brigades pell mell, charging the embankment. Heth’s mostly North 

Carolinians were annihilated. He lost 1,360 men killed or wounded as well as 450 men captured. He also 

lost two flags and five cannons, and Brigadier General Carnot Posey was mortally wounded. 

It was a total rout, and Lee was furious. Further weakened, Lee engaged in some minor skirmishing near 

Manassas and Centreville. But Lee had to retreat south of the Rappahannock River. Stuart, shielding 

Lee’s withdrawal, lured Kilpatrick into an ambush at Chestnut Hill on October 19 and chased Union 

horsemen five miles in what became known as the Buckland Races. 

Orrison framed the Bristoe Campaign as opportunities for both Lee and Meade. The fighting would 

proved to be anticlimactic. Lee lost and was frustrated. The campaign constituted Lee’s last offensive 

maneuver. He would fight on the defensive and on the run until his surrender at Appomattox in April 

1865. Meade, while skillfully fending off Lee, had lost the confidence of the War Department in 

Washington, opening the door for Ulysses S. Grant to come north to confront Lee in 1864. 

 


