
My Fellow Roundtable Members:  Our next meeting will be April 14, 2021 at 7 pm at La Navona, 

154 North Hamilton, Gahanna, Ohio. Our speaker will be Dr. Donald Frazier, and his topic will 

be Tempest Over Texas.  In the talk, Dr. Frazier will relate a tale of Confederate confusion. After 

Vicksburg and Port Hudson severed the Confederacy along the Mississippi River, what was left 

to be done west of the river?  How should the would-be nation carry on in the Trans-Mississippi 

given the new strategic realities? Where would the next Union blow fall? How could the war 

effort sustain itself as the severed limb of the CSA? Likewise, Federal forces gathered from 

Memphis to New Orleans were in search of a new mission. The destruction of the remaining 

Confederate armies west of the Mississippi should be no small matter, and the reconstruction 

of Louisiana, Arkansas, and Texas should be easy enough to accomplish. Yet, fate intervened. 

International intrigues and disasters on distant battlefields would all conspire to confuse and 

perplex war-planners. Meanwhile, both sides continued to square off in this corner of the war 

as the national calamity continued to play out. 

  

Dr. Frazier will present on Zoom from Kerrville, Texas, where he is a professor at Schreiner 

University. I will be present at La Navona with our digital team, so please feel free to attend in 

person if you so desire. 

  

If you come to La Navona on April 14, please follow all the normal COVID-19 protocols: wear a 

mask and practice social distancing. 

  

For more information on our April 14 meeting, Dr. Frazier, and the Roundtable in general, 

please go to our website at centralohiocwrt.wordpress.com   

  

I have attached hereto Tom Ayres’ write up on last month’s excellent presentation by Sam 

Hood, “Patriots Twice: Former Confederates and the building of America after the Civil War.”  

Mr. Hood donated his honorarium to the Roundtable.  

  

Our Treasurer’s Report from Pete Zuhars: 

  

Treasurer's Report for March 2021 

Beginning checking account balance 2/1/2021 = $2,355.10 

March receipts = $345.00 



March expenses = $0 

Ending checking account balance 3/31/2021 = $2,700.10 

  

January starts our year, so everyone owes their dues again. I realize that we are not spending 

much on speaker’s now, but we will as the year goes on, and we will probably need to keep 

spending on technology.  Fourteen people have paid their dues; we need the rest of you to chip 

in!! Therefore, I ask that everyone either bring their dues to the meeting or send a check to 

Pete Zuhars at 4879 Veley Road, Delaware, Ohio 43015.  Dues are $25 per person, $35 for a 

family or $15 for a student. 

  

I want to personally thank our member Kevin McCray, who not only paid his dues, but made an extra 

$100 contribution to the Roundtable.   

  

I have attached hereto some screen shots from the American Battlefield Trust website. Dale Beck is 

going to talk about the Trust’s Animated Maps at our April meeting. 

  

Finally, I have attached a book review I wrote on William Marvel’s Radical Sacrifice: The Rise and Ruin of 

Fitz John Porter. Many of you know that I have been a student of  General Porter’s saga for many years.  

The attached review was originally written for the newsletter that goes to the American Battlefield 

Trust’s Color Bearers, but I had to edit it way down for the Trust, so I am giving you the full, 

unexpurgated version. 

  

See you on April 14.   

Jamie Ryan  

President COCWRT 

 

“Radical Sacrifice: The Rise and Ruin of Fitz John Porter” By William Marvel 

Review by Jamie Ryan 

 

William Marvel is a prolific writer on the Civil War, producing biographies on Ambrose Burnside and 

William Stanton, among many other books. His previous work on Burnside and Stanton is evident 

throughout his most current biography, because each of his previous subjects played important roles in the 

Homeric life of Fitz John Porter. 

This biography is thorough but eminently readable. Marvel covers Porter’s early life as well as can be 

done based on the meager source material, but provides great insight into Porter’s military career starting 



with his matriculation at West Point. There is much detailed (and new) information about Porter’s service 

in the Mexican War, where he earned a brevet promotion to Major. Marvel also provides keen insight into 

Porter’s role in the Mormon Expedition, when he served as the primary aide to Albert Sidney Johnston. 

Most of this biography is allocated between Porter’s Civil War service and his court martial (and the 

subsequent quest to clear his name). During the War, Porter served first as the principal subordinate to 

William Patterson in the Shenandoah Valley in the summer of 1861. Marvel explains the little-known 

(but much condemned) actions of this military force, and provides the surprising information that 

Patterson commanded very few soldiers during the crucial week before the first Battle of Bull Run. 

Marvel then provides a detailed sketch of how Porter became the favorite of George McClellan. The 

author notes the desire of Porter to advance his own prospects (often by writing “private” letters to his 

superiors, detailing the shortcomings of other general officers seeking similar promotions) and 

foreshadows how this poor habit would help secure Porter’s undoing at the hands of a facile political 

manipulator like Stanton. 

The Seven Days battles in which Porter participated are covered in great detail. Marvel explains Porter’s 

good decisions, poor decisions and luck (good and bad) that led to victory (at Beaver Dam Creek and 

Malvern Hill) and defeat (at Gaines Mill). The author explains that Porter probably believed that the 

sacrificial stand made at Gaines Mill was intended to allow McClellan the opportunity to launch an all out 

assault south of the Chickahominy River, and how Porter’s post war writings finessed the matter so as to 

never directly blame McClellan for failing to attack. 

Mr. Marvel then delves deeply into Porter’s role in the Second Manassas campaign. Marvel is a master of 

the sources, and he is able to bring a sense of temporal sequencing to the chaos of messages, orders, 

counter-orders, missed orders and delayed orders between and among Pope, McDowell, Porter (and their 

subordinates) on August 29, 1862 which would eventually serve as the basis of Porter’s dismissal from 

his chosen career. You will learn about the organizational disfunction of Irvin McDowell. You will also 

be treated to detailed analysis of such seemingly mundane topics of what time the sun touched the top of 

the trees in the western sky, when dark descended and what paths various messengers took to deliver 

orders and messages to (and from) Pope and Porter. It is no overstatement to say that Marvel’s study of 

the events of August 29 is magisterial. 

Marvel delves just as deeply into the actions of August 30, including the mistakes Porter made getting the 

Fifth Corps to the center of the Union line early in the day, resulting in his force shedding two brigades 

who marched in the wrong direction and (in the case of Charles Griffin’s large and excellent brigade) 

missed the day’s fighting. 

A surprising part of the biography covers the frantic period from August 31 to the Battle of Antietam on 

September 17. Marvel’s research prowess shines brightly once again; he has discovered an order written 

in Lincoln’s hand, establishing a court martial for Porter, that is NOT included in the collected papers of 

Lincoln. Marvel also analyzes the canard that Porter discouraged McClellan from using 15,000 

unengaged soldiers from the Fifth Corps at the crucial moment at Antietam. Marvel discredits the sole 

source of this statement by conclusively showing that over 70% of the Fifth Corps present on the field 

was already committed to the battle. Marvel then criticizes prominent historians (INCLUDING 

HIMSELF) for being too willing to believe this salacious myth. 

The remainder of the biography is devoted to Porter’s court martial trial and the path that Porter travelled 

to recover his officer’s commission. Marvel reveals how Stanton hand-picked the members of the court 

(which included two members –James Ricketts and Rufus King—who were eager to cover their own 



perceived mistakes during the Second Manassas campaign). Marvel describes the newly-created Judge 

Advocate General post filled by Joseph Holt, a member of President Buchanan’s cabinet (like Stanton) 

who was equally adept at sensing the shift in the political winds. Marvel’s research into the creation of the 

JAG position, and Stanton’s maneuvers to deny the post to an officer with 30 years of service in the U.S. 

Army, is tremendous. Marvel provides a blow-by-blow account of the court martial, showing how the 

evidence was rigged to convict. Marvel also shows how Lincoln allowed himself to be misled by Holt and 

approved the dismissal of Porter from the service and the on-going penalty that prevented Porter from 

working for the US government. 

Marvel then follows Porter’s Odyssey, explaining the various occupations he undertook to keep food on 

his family’s table while he doggedly pursued justice. Marvel shows why Ulysses S. Grant denied Porter’s 

call for a board of inquiry while he was President (Holt’s nefarious influence again) but who later came to 

be an advocate for Porter’s acquittal after he 

saw the actual evidence. The author explains how the entire question of Porter’s guilt became an enduring 

political issue between the parties, and how Republican politicians (and War veterans) such as Jacob Cox 

and John Logan used the issue as a “bloody shirt” to smear all Democrats, even after a board of inquiry 

chaired by John Schofield cleared Porter of all charges. Finally, Marvel excoriates Pope and his 

sycophants (most notably Thomas Church Howard Smith, a staff officer to Pope during the Second 

Manassas campaign) who conducted a rear guard action for the remainder of their lives; denying, lying 

about and dismissing the evidence that kept turning up showing that Porter’s version of events was, in 

fact, the truth. 

While this reviewer may be accused of a type of hagiographic praise of William Marvel, I want to 

emphasize that Radical Sacrifice is not a hagiography. We meet a Fitz John Porter who is a living, 

breathing human being. He makes critical mistakes of commission and omission. Marvel harshly 

criticizes Porter’s first independent campaign at Hanover Courthouse. Porter’s penchant for brown nosing 

is frequently displayed. His horrifically bad judgment in writing his critical opinions of Pope in letters to 

Burnside and others, and his casual instruction to Burnside to feel free to forward the letters to the War 

Department, are on full display. 

Radical Sacrifice is a great read for anyone who is a student of clear, well researched history. Finally, 

after 158 years, Fitz John Porter has received the justice of history, which is often better than the pale & 

chimerical justice provided by the legal system. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Patriots Twice, Former Confederates and the Building of America after the Civil War 

 

A presentation by Stephen M. Hood to the Roundtable. March 10th 2021 

 

Written by Tom Ayres 

Many, if not most, visitors to tony Martha’s Vineyard during the summer months arrive by ferry at the 

Oak Bluffs terminal. Two other ferry landings and an airport accommodate visitors, but many consider 

the Oak Bluffs ferry the classic and most “New England” introduction to the island. 

Visitors alighting from the ferry are greeted, if they notice, by a six-foot-tall statue of a Union army 

soldier, clad in heavy coat and cape, standing with his right hand holding his rifle and his left hand 

cupped over the muzzle of his rifle. The small public ground is known as Ocean Park, and the monument 

is formally known as the Oak Bluffs Soldiers’ Memorial Fountain. 

The monument is actually hard to miss as the zinc-sculpted soldier stands atop a formidable fountain base 

made of cast iron. You will search in vain for the name of the sculptor. The sculpture itself is regularly 

derided by art critics as mundane or mediocre. The lack of a sculptor’s name stems from the fact that the 

statue is a stock figure cranked out by the J.W. Fiske company of New York. 

The memorial was installed on the island in 1891. The ferry terminal site is its third home. Harsh coastal 

winters and salty winds took their toll on the monument over the years. Plus, a hurricane blew the soldier 

off his perch at one point. Over the years some 15 coats of paint were applied to the soldier. And the 

sculpture had lost several parts, including a hat band and portions of the soldier’s ammunition pack. 

Internally, the zinc sculpture and its cast iron base were falling apart. The monument was disassembled 

and removed for repairs. A stainless steel armature was installed, and molds were made to fabricate pieces 

of zinc to reinforce the original statue. The cast iron fountain had to be totally recast. Finally, a new 

coating was formulated and applied to preserve the monument. 

This leads us to Stephen Hood’s story of how the monument happened to be located on the island. On its 

face the statue honoring Union soldiers in Massachusetts would seem routine. Statues and monuments to 

the Union war effort stretch from Maine to Minnesota. The Oak Bluffs monument was 

a gift to the island by a Confederate army officer, however. Charles A. Strahan was born on November 

10, 1840, in Baltimore. When Maryland failed to join the Confederacy, he joined the Confederate army. 

He rose to the rank of lieutenant with Company B of the 21st Virginia Infantry regiment. He was 

wounded at the battle of Seven Pines, fought May 31-June 1, 1862, during the Peninsula Campaign east 

of Richmond. He recovered and served on the staff of General Isaac R. Trimble at Gettysburg. Trimble, 

who had suffered a severe leg wound at the Second Battle of Bull Run on August 29, 1862, survived the 

wound without amputation but was never restored to command, due to complications. That is, until he 

was rushed into command in place of the mortally wounded Dorsey Pender on July 3, 1863, at 

Gettysburg. Unlucky him. Trimble commanded the left wing of the disastrous Pickett’s Charge. The same 

leg was again severely wounded. Miraculously, Trimble was able to hobble off the battlefield, but he was 

left behind when Robert E. Lee’s defeated army retreated. Doctors thought he had no chance to survive a 



bumpy wagon ride. This time the leg was amputated, and Trimble spent the rest of the war a prisoner of 

war. 

Strahan moved to Martha’s Vineyard in 1884 and acquired a newspaper that he renamed the Martha’s 

Vineyard Herald. In a gesture of reconciliation with his old Union foes, Strahan raised funds and 

contributed money to the memorial that was dedicated in 1891. Three plaques honoring Union veterans 

were erected as part of the memorial. In 1925 a fourth plaque was added, that read, “The chasm is closed. 

In memory of the restored Union, this tablet is dedicated by Union veterans of the Civil War and patriotic 

citizens of Martha’s Vineyard in honor of Confederate soldiers.” 

And there the matter stood until about 2019 when black citizens of the island, whose ancestors had been 

vacationing and living year-round on the island since the late 19th century, asked (through the local 

NAACP chapter) the town’s selectmen to remove the tribute to Confederates. The local board consented, 

and two plaques were removed and sent to the island’s museum. 

Hood used the Latin term “Damnatio Memoriae” to describe the removal. Translated, that’s 

“condemnation of memory” or to erase someone or something from history. 

Many, if not most, ex-Confederates returned home embittered by the loss of their former lifestyles and the 

invasion by Yankees of their homeland. Led by the likes of Nathan Bedford Forrest, who helped found 

the Ku Klux Klan, many veterans terrorized former slaves, ignored Constitutional amendments 

guaranteeing full citizenship to blacks, disenfranchised them and replaced chattel slavery with peonage. 

Lost Cause adherents, particularly in Virginia, 

canonized and deified Robert E. Lee though he was personally responsible for more death and destruction 

than anyone in U.S. history. 

But there were exceptions to unreconstructed rebels. Many, if fact. Hood’s presentation about the notable 

exceptions was taken from his recent book with the same title as above. His book, published last July by 

Savas Beatie, packs portraits of some 300 rebels into its 256 pages. He noted that he had to perform a 

serious winnowing process to keep the book at a reasonable length. The book is organized into categories 

of the public lives of the veterans who productively “reintegrated” (Hood’s word) into mainstream life: 

federal government, elective office, administrative and diplomatic appointments, military, professional 

careers and associations and philanthropy, for example. 

One of the most remarkable stories is of two brothers from Georgia — John (1818-1891) and Joseph 

(1823-1901) LeConte. The LeConte brothers, two of six surviving children, grew up on Woodmanston 

Plantation in Bull Town Swamp near Riceboro in Liberty County south of Savannah. Their grandfather 

John Eaton LeConte, from New Jersey, had acquired 3,356 acres, constituting the plantation, in 1787. He 

passed the land to his two sons, one of whom was Louis, father of John and Joseph. Louis established 

world-famous botanical gardens on the land, gardens that are still a major attraction to this day. Rice was 

the main crop of the plantation requiring the labor of more than 200 slaves, many of whom learned how to 

build and maintain rice paddies in West Africa. 

John and Joseph received outstanding educations and practiced medicine on completion of medical 

school. But their interests were much broader, and each forged successful careers teaching a variety of 

sciences. John taught chemistry and natural philosophy at the University of Georgia and later natural and 

mechanical philosophy at South Carolina College in Columbia. Joseph had a keen interest in geology. 

After giving up his medical career, he taught chemistry and natural history at Oglethorpe University in 

Georgia, then chemistry and geology at South Carolina College. 



During the Civil War each worked at Confederate niter works to produce explosives. 

After the war John went west and became the first professor at the new University of California at 

Berkeley 1869, serving also as acting president. He served as president from 1876-1881 and was elected a 

member of the National Academy of Sciences in 1878. 

Joseph followed his older brother west and joined the faculty at Cal Berkeley in 1869. During his tenure 

he authored 200 publications and nine books. In one book, “Religion and Science,” he sought to reconcile 

the theory of evolution with Christian theology. He was president of the American Association for the 

Advancement of Science and a member of the Geological Society of America. He was a founder and 

charter member of the Sierra Club and an avid hiker and camper. In fact, he died in 1901 while camping 

at Yosemite. After his death a memoir “ ‘Ware Sherman,” recounting his struggles to hide from the 

invading army of William T. Sherman, was published in 1903. He expressed his belief that slavey should 

have been abolished long before the Civil War, but he did not believe that blacks were entitled to equality 

with whites. And among his papers was an essay, never published, opposing women’s suffrage. A 

biographer believes LeConte’s view was evolving, and that he might have changed his mind if he had 

lived longer. 

Though renowned scholars and teachers, the brothers’ slave-holding and alleged racist views caught up 

with them in California and in ultra-radical Berkeley. In 2015 LeConte Memorial Lodge was renamed at 

Yosemite. In 2017 the name LeConte was removed from an elementary school in Berkeley. And in 2020 

LeConte Hall at Cal Berkeley became Physics North and Physics South. 

Four former Confederates served on the U.S. Supreme Court: Lucius Q.C. Lamar of Mississippi, Horace 

H. Lurton of Tennessee, Howell E. Jackson of Tennessee and, most notably, E. Douglass (Ned) White, 

who served as Chief Justice from December 1910 until his death on May 21, 1921. White was succeeded 

at his death in 1921 by the president who nominated him, William Howard Taft. White was born 

November 3, 1845, and raised on his family’s sugar cane plantation, worked by slaves, near Thibodeaux, 

Louisiana. His father was a governor of Louisiana. White was a mere teenager when the Civil War broke 

out, and his service record was spotty, at best, largely owing to service in irregular outfits with scant 

records. He was captured in March 1865 and paroled the next month as the war ended. White was elected 

to the U.S. Senate in 1891. President Grover Cleveland nominated him to the Supreme Court in February 

1894, and he was approved the same day. He was in the 7-1 majority in one of the most famous cases in 

U.S. history, Plessy v. Ferguson, which upheld racial segregation and the “separate but equal” doctrine. 

In an incredible coincidence Dr. Albert Freeman Africanus King (his father was an admirer of Africa) 

was at one of the most notorious incidents in American history. But first, King was born January 18, 

1841, in Oxfordshire, England. His family emigrated to New Jersey in 1854. Somehow, he joined 

the 15th Alabama infantry as a surgeon. His contract expired in 1864, and he became the only doctor to 

serve in both the Confederate and Union armies. Serving in Washington, D.C., King happened to be at 

Ford’s Theater on April 14, 1865, when John Wilkes Booth shot Abraham Lincoln. Some accounts say 

that King was the first physician to reach and aid the mortally wounded president. That credit also goes to 

two other doctors in other accounts. It’s undisputed that he helped carry the stricken president across 10th 

Street NW to the Petersen House where he died the following morning. 

From President Ulysses S. Grant to Woodrow Wilson, 10 presidents appointed various former 

Confederates to a variety of positions. 



Amos Ackerman was a New Hampshire native and graduate of Dartmouth College. He moved south and 

joined the Confederacy, serving on the staff of Robert Toombs, first Secretary of State of the 

Confederacy. After the war he did an about-face and joined the Republican Party. Not only that, he 

wholeheartedly supported the civil rights of newly freed slaves and the Freedman’s Bureau. President 

Grant appointed Ackerman attorney general, and although he served only six months (powerful forces 

were arrayed against him), he steadfastly advocated the rights of black citizen. 

In the introduction to his book, Hood quotes well-known journalist, author and social critic Ambrose 

Bierce, born in Meigs County, Ohio, and a Union army veteran, from his moving 1905 description of 

unmarked graves of unknown Confederate casualties in Pocahontas County, West Virginia, titled “A 

Bivouac of the Dead,” 

“They were honest and courageous foemen, having little in common with the political madmen who 

persuaded them to their doom and the literary bearers of false witness in the after time.” 

Perhaps no occasion better illustrates the kinship of old foes and the reconciliation of Confederates and 

Union veterans, as related by Fred Dent Grant, than the funeral August 8, 1885, of his father Ulysses, 

which included pallbearers Joseph E. Johnston and Simon Boliver Buckner and their old foes Philip 

Sheridan and William T. Sherman. 

 


