
My Fellow Roundtable Members:  Our next meeting will be June 9, 2021 at 7 pm at La Navona, 

154 North Hamilton, Gahanna, Ohio. Our speaker will be Darryl R. Smith, and his topic will be on 

the Battle of Cynthinia during John H. Morgan’s First Kentucky Raid in 1862.  Mr. Smith will be 

presenting in person at La Navona. 

  

Darryl Smith has been studying the Civil War since the tender age of eight.  A graduate of Miami 

University with a degree in American History, Smith’s interests are mostly based in American military 

history, with a passion for not only the Civil War but also the Native American conflicts that raged in 

Ohio during the 1780s and 1790s.  For more information about Mr. Smith, see our website at 

www.centralohiocwrt.wordpress.com or his website at http://www.walkingwithhistory.com/.  

  

Here is the Zoom link: 

  

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87026070136?pwd=bWsrTVJBMU5UYTAzaHhSeTRrNDdWUT09 

  

Meeting ID: 870 2607 0136 

Passcode: 081763 

  

Or call in at 1-301-715-8592 and enter the Meeting ID and/or Passcode. 

  

For more information on our June 12 meeting, Darryl Smith, and the Roundtable in general, 

please go to our website at www.centralohiocwrt.wordpress.com. 

  

I have attached hereto Tom Ayres’ write up on last month’s excellent presentation by Phil 

Spaugey, “Here Was Made Our Last Hopeless Stand” The Fight of the Old First Corps, Army of 

the Potomac at the “slight barricade of rails”  on Seminary Ridge on July 1, 1863.”  

  

Our Treasurer’s Report from Pete Zuhars: 

  

Treasurer's Report for May 2021 

http://www.centralohiocwrt.wordpress.com/
http://www.walkingwithhistory.com/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87026070136?pwd=bWsrTVJBMU5UYTAzaHhSeTRrNDdWUT09
http://www.centralohiocwrt.wordpress.com/


Beginning checking account balance 5/1/2021 = $2,900 

April receipts = $260.00 (Dues and donations) 

April expenses = $129.47 (speaker fee and new checks) 

Ending checking account balance 5/30/2021 = $3,030.62 

  

In addition, a group of Roundtable members (Gary Milligan, Tim Maurice, Mike Peters, Pete 

Zuhars and me) took a tour of the Shenandoah Valley on the weekend of May 15. We donated 

$275 to the Roundtable, which in turn allowed the Roundtable to make a contribution to the 

Shenandoah Valley Battlefields Foundation which (along with the American Battlefields Trust) 

has done a spectacular job of protecting battlefields throughout the Valley. 

  

January starts our year, so everyone owes their dues again. I realize that we are not spending 

much on speaker’s now, but we will as the year goes on, and we will probably need to keep 

spending on technology.  Therefore, I ask that everyone either bring their dues to the meeting 

or send a check to Pete Zuhars at 4879 Veley Road, Delaware, Ohio 43015.  Dues are $25 per 

person, $35 for a family or $15 for a student. 

  

See you on June 9.   

 Jamie Ryan, President 

  

  

“Here was made our last and hopeless stand.” 

Major Mark Finnicum, Iron Brigade 

Action on July 1, 1863, first day of the Battle of Gettysburg 

Presentation by Phil Spaugy 

May 12, 2021 

By Tom Ayres 

The 1st and 2nd Brigades of Brigadier General John Buford’s First Division of the Union 1st Corps spent 

the night of July 29, 1863, at Fairfield, southwest of Gettysburg. The reserve brigade had been sent to 

Mechanicstown. 

Buford’s two brigades set out early the next day for Gettysburg. Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern 

Virginia was scattered in a long arc from Chambersburg to York. He ordered them to converge on 



Gettysburg. Most of the Army of the Potomac, under newly appointed George G. Meade, was strung out 

in Maryland. Meade’s intention was to form a defensive line in Maryland. 

Numbers in the vicinity of Gettysburg were on the side of the Confederates at this early stage, but Lee did 

not seek a major engagement. 

When Buford arrived at Seminary Ridge on the west side of Gettysburg in the afternoon of June 30, his 

troopers drove off some rebel scouts, who retreated to Cashtown, leaving pickets about four-and-a-half 

miles from the town. 

Time was not on Buford’s side. But he made the most of the limited time he had before the strung-out 

infantry of the Union army would arrive in the town. 

Buford, the son of slave-holders from Woodford County, Kentucky, was a member of the West Point 

class of 1848, that included future Confederates Stonewall Jackson and cranky and aptly-nicknamed 

William E. “Grumble” Jones, both of whom would not survive the war. Nor would Buford, who died of 

typhoid fever in December 1863. 

Buford’s two brigades and a six-gun battery were hardly adequate to hold off Lee’s main force just west 

in Chambersburg. Without intelligence from cavalry chief J.E.B. Stuart, who was east of Meade’s forces, 

the rebels were in a state of confusion over who was actually defending the town. It would be only the 

first of many blunders and errors committed by the rebels that day. 

Through the night of June 30, Buford’s men were able to gather much intelligence about rebel forces. At 

daylight on July 1, Buford noted in his report, “I had gained positive information of the enemy’s position 

and movements, and my arrangements were made for entertaining him until General (John) Reynolds 

could reach the scene.” 

Buford positioned his two brigades, under William Gamble, an Irishman, and Thomas Devin, a New 

Yorker known as “Buford’s Hard Hitter,” astride the Chambersburg Pike. Between 8 and 9 a.m. Gamble 

reported that rebels were moving in force from Cashtown. The first shot in the war’s greatest battle is 

credited to a second lieutenant in Company E of the 8th Illinois Cavalry (under Gamble). Marcellus 

Ephraim Jones, a native of Pawlet in Rutland County, Vermont, noticed a cloud of dust in the direction of 

Cashtown, a sign that Lee’s army was on the move. Jones borrowed a carbine from a corporal, rested it on 

the rail of a fence and fired at a rebel officer on a white or light gray horse. It was 7:20 a.m. 

Gamble’s 1st Brigade became “hotly engaged” with lead rebels, according to Buford. “We have the 

advantage of position, he of numbers.” The 1st Brigade was able to hold on for two hours. 

When Reynolds arrived at Seminary Ridge around 10 a.m., Buford observed, “Now we can hold the 

place.” Reynolds called up to Buford, who was in the Lutheran Seminary cupola with a powerful 

telescope scanning the landscape to the west, “What’s the matter, John?” Buford answered, in one of the 

great quotes of the war, “The devil’s to pay.” 

Phil Spaugy described the confusion in the lead Confederate ranks. Scouts in Johnston Pettigrew’s 

brigade, of Henry Heth’s division, reported that the town was defended by regular army soldiers. Because 

of the inexperience of the North Carolina soldiers in Pettigrew’s brigade, A.P. Hill and his senior officers 

doubted this information. They thought the town was defended by militia. 

At around 10:15 a.m. Reynolds rode out to McPherson’s Ridge to urge on soldiers who had taken 

positions at Herbst’s Wood on the east side of Willoughby Run. The long ridge was about 400 yards west 



of the seminary; the run 200 yards beyond it. No sooner had he arrived than Reynolds took a shot behind 

the right ear and died on the spot. 

Command of the 1st Corps fell to Abner Doubleday, its senior division commander. Doubleday is famous 

for returning the first federal cannon shot following the Confederate bombardment of Fort Sumter in 

April 1861. 

Spaugy called July 1 Doubleday’s finest day of the war, notwithstanding his action at Brawner’s Farm 

before the Second Battle of Bull Run in 1862. Despite his unexpected thrust into command, in the heat of 

battle, and his role in helping secure Union possession of the high ground on Cemetery Ridge, Meade 

replaced Doubleday the next day. Doubleday never forgave the snub and hated Meade the rest of his life. 

Doubleday tried to hold McPherson’s Ridge too long, according to Spaugy, but he knew that superior 

Confederate manpower would push Union units east into the town. Doubleday thought it was his duty to 

hold ridge because Reynolds had decided to take a stand there. Also, the fog of war played a part. For 

example, the 147th New York regiment failed to fall back because its commanding officer was wounded 

before he could issue the order. 

Doubleday directed brigade commanders Gabriel Paul and Henry Baxter of Brigadier General John 

Robinson’s Second Division to oversee construction of a formidable 250-yard-long crescent-shaped 

barricade just west of the seminary that was thrown together with fence planks, stumps, field stones and 

anything else that could be scavenged for a rampart. This “wall” proved invaluable to the 1st Corps’s 

tactics of fight-and-run in the face of increasingly overwhelming rebel numbers. (During the battle Paul 

was wounded in the left eye and would lose sight in both eyes.) 

In early action Heth sent the brigades of James Archer to Herbst’s Woods and Joe Davis to Herr Ridge at 

the embankment of an unfinished railroad cut. When Archer’s men emerged from the willow thickets, the 

storied Iron Brigade, led by the 2nd Wisconsin, charged Archer and poured heavy fire on the rebels, 

sending them into full retreat with heavy losses. The 26th North Carolina lost 549 of 843 men. Archer, on 

the verge of capture, tried to break his sword rather than surrender it. He failed to break the sword and 

reluctantly turned it over. Private Patrick Maloney captured a chagrined Archer and turned him in. Archer 

was sent to the prison for officers on Johnson’s Island in Sandusky Bay. Exchanged in August 1864, and 

never in good health, he died two months later. 

Heth was in a quandary, especially after Joe Davis’s 1,700 Mississippians and North Carolinian’s were 

routed by Lysander Cutler and a charge on the railroad cut by the 6th Wisconsin under Rufus Dawes. This 

counterattack netted some 200 rebel prisoners. (Davis was the nephew of Confederate President Jefferson 

Davis and a much-criticized product of nepotism.) 

And between 11 a.m. and noon the 11th Corps under Oliver Otis Howard arrived in Gettysburg. 

Commanding the three divisions of the 11th Corps 

were Francis Barlow, a snobby Boston Brahmin, who disdained his German counterparts, Carl Schurz 

and Adolf Steinwehr. 

Doubleday realized that the 1st Corps had prevailed thus far due, in part, to Confederate blunders. He 

sought to protect a long line of ground from the Fairfield Road on the south through the 

Cashtown/Chambersburg Pike and east to Mummasburg Road, on the west and north sides of Gettysburg, 

with no natural features to take advantage of. With too few troops, also. But as Buford effused in his 

report, Doubleday was blessed with outstanding support from 1st Corps artillery chief Charles 

Wainwright. 



Howard was positioned in untenable open ground north and east of the 1st Corps, charged with blunting 

the coming attack of Richard Ewell of the 2nd Corps of the Army of Northern Virginia. This was destined 

to fail, but division commander Robert Rodes, leading the attack, would commit a series of mistakes. 

Rodes met six regiments of the aforementioned Baxter’s brigade. Baxter’s men had hidden behind a wall 

and ambushed Alfred Iverson, an ineffectual Richmond politico, inflicting 758 casualties out of 1,300. 

Howard was also betrayed by Barlow, who disregarded orders and positioned his division near 

Heidlersburg Road, far to the east of his assigned position. This left a gap toward Carlisle Road. In what 

became known as Barlow’s Knoll, his troops collapsed under an assault from John Gordon. Their line 

disintegrated, resulting in a disorderly flight to the town. 

By 4 p.m. heavily reinforced Confederates forced the various Union regiments, some of whom had been 

fighting for six hours, to fall back to their last line of defense — the barricade of fence rails fronting the 

seminary. Despite the mass of debris that had been thrown up, Doubleday called it “a feeble barricade of 

rails.” 

Spaugy described rebel attack on the Union line. Making their final stand were the 151st, 142nd and 121st 

Pennsylvania, 20th New York, 2nd and 7th Wisconsin and 19th Indiana 

South of Chambersburg Pike, the batteries (21 guns) of Stewart, Wilber, Stevens, Cooper and Breck were 

instrumental in James Wadsworth’s stand against Carolinians under Alfred Scales and Abner Perrin of 

William Dorsey Pender’s division. James Stewart’s battery splintered and broke up the first rebel line 

coming at the barricade. But eventually overwhelming numbers of attacking rebels forced the final retreat 

into the town itself. The 149th Pennsylvania regiment defended the seminary building itself for 20 

minutes, 

allowing the few remaining troops, ambulances and artillery to retreat in relative safety. 

With beleaguered federal infantrymen streaming into the town, Howard was able to gather and organize 

the men into a semblance of order. Plus, Union batteries were able to assemble a formidable array of 45 

guns on Cemetery Hill. 

The 1st and 11th corps, while eventually giving way to Lee’s forces, held the high ground, but paid a high 

price. The famed Iron Brigade rolled into Gettysburg with some 1,900 men. It suffered 1,212 casualties, a 

staggering 64%. Numbers and statistics of casualties vary all over the lot, depending on the source. The 

entire 1st Corps, with 8,300 men, 69% casualties; 11th Corps, 6,000 men, 53% casualties. Very generally, 

Lee’s army involved in the fighting July 1 numbered 30,000; casualties, approximately 7,000. Some units 

were devastated. 

 


